MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





Mrs M Cooper



B Dack







Mrs D Haslett-Saunders

S Hayes





Mrs J Hyde



B Saunders








L Stoter



Mrs C Turner

Also present:
PC Lee Prutton, PCSO Ann Jeeves – Bedfordshire Police, Central Bedfordshire Councillors Saunders and Clark, 3 members of the public, and the Assistant Clerk

8925.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Welcomed Barrie Dack and Geoff Smith to the Council.
· Gave congratulations to John Clark, Brian Saunders and John Saunders for becoming Central Bedfordshire Councillors.

8926.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Cllr Mrs Bundock declared an interest in the item of correspondence inviting Members to the Stotfold Parents Association quiz.

8927.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper, Smith and the Clerk
8928.
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Prutton circulated copies of the Crime Report for April.  There were a total of 24 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour, 16 reports of Crime, 3 reports of Violence Against the Person, 0 reports of Burglary from Dwellings, 1 reports of Burglary Other Building, and 3 reports of Criminal Damage.  A copy of the report is available on file.



Following a request from a Member, PC Prutton will investigate problems regarding motorbikes at Fairfield Park.  Another member reported that while the police helicopter was flying over Stotfold his wife had phoned the police to find out the reason why it was here and was told that they could not give her any information.  The member felt that in cases like this the public could be useful in helping at ground level in the search.
8929.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.

8930.
 TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th APRIL 2011


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th April 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


MATTERS ARISING

8931.
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Thursday 10th March 2011 (see minute 8906-06/04/11)

A letter has been sent from Aragon Housing regarding the provision of homes for the elderly of Stotfold.

8932.
Central Beds Environmental Team Inspection (see minute 8907 – 06/04/11)

Central Beds have confirmed that they will be carrying out an inspection on the litter picking as requested and would deal with their contractors in the appropriate manner.

8933.
Town & Parish Council Conferences (see minute 8911-06/04/11)
Central Beds Council has been advised that this Council agrees with the suggestion that two separate conferences are held for Town and Parish Councils.

8934.
Accounts (see minute 8917-06/04/11)
It is confirmed that the bank have now reimbursed the Town Council for sums paid to Mr Bumstead for charges incurred on his bank account following bank errors when he presented a Town Council cheque.


CORRESPONDENCE
8935.
Sandy Civic Service

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 15th May, St Swithun’s Church, High Street, Sandy.  Light refreshments will be served after the service The Chairman is unable to attend. 
8936.
1st Stotfold Scouts Quiz Night – Saturday 14th May 2011
An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a team of 4 players for the above event to be held at the Scout Hut at 7.30pm on Saturday 14th May. Ticket cost is £6.50 and includes a fish and chip supper.  All monies raised will go towards James Evans attending the 22nd World Scout Jamboree in Sweden in 2011. Councillor Mrs Cooper will organise a team.

8937.
Stotfold District Guide Association

The Annual General Meeting of the Stotfold District Guide Association is to be held on Tuesday 17th May 2011 at the Mossman Centre, Stotfold.  Councillors Mrs Cooper and Saunders will attend.

8938. 
Stotfold Festival Quiz 2011
An invitation to submit a team of 4 people for the above event has been received by the Council.  The quiz takes place on Monday 20th June at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall. Tickets cost £6.00 and include light refreshments.  All monies raised will go to enable the annual Arts and Craft Exhibition to take place in the autumn. Councillor Mrs Cooper will organise a team.
8939.
Central Bedfordshire Local Development Framework (LDF) (North Area)

For information, notification has been received that Central Beds Council has adopted the Site Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD). The document sets out the Council’s chosen sites for allocating housing, employment uses and green spaces in the former Mid Bedfordshire area.  It also allocates the Key Employment sites and Important Open Space designations across the area.  The document can be viewed at the Council offices in Chicksands, or their website www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

8940.
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity – Bedfordshire Appeal Main Event 2011 

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the ABF Reception and Beating Retreat being held at The Lodge, Odell, Bedford on Saturday 4th June 2011 from 6pm to 8pm.  There is no restriction on numbers and tickets are £22.50 per person, closing date 20th May 2011. 

8941.
Bedford Area Bus Users Society (BABUS) – Provision of Rural Bus Services

Correspondence has been received from BABUS highlighting the work they do and asking if we would like them to visit a Council meeting or evaluate from a bus user’s point of view any proposals we may wish to put forward.  Whether to become a member of BABUS will be considered at the next Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting. 
8942
Bedfordshire Bugle – May 2011 Edition
Members were provided with the May edition of the Bedfordshire Bugle. Consideration of members attending training will be considered at the next Establishment Meeting.
8943.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Saunders thanked everyone who had voted for him and then gave the following report:

· There are now 59 Councillors at Central Beds, 49 are Conservative, 5 Liberal Democrats, 3 independents and 1 no party. James Jamieson is the Leader of the Council with Maurice Jones as Deputy.  The first meeting of the Council is 19th May 2011.
· Demolition of Hallworth House starts this week and it is proposed that bungalows are built to provide accommodation for the elderly in Stotfold on the site.

· A letter is to be sent to Stotfold Town Council with regard to Ford Bridge

· Trevor Saunders has almost completed the report on the Leisure Centre and it should be with Stotfold Town Council by the end of May.

Councillor John Saunders thanked everyone who had voted for him and confirmed that he had spoken to Basil Jackson with regard to the Ford Bridge.

Councillor John Clark thanked everyone who had voted for him and confirmed that he was on Customer and Central Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee and the General Purposes Committee.
A Member stated that it was good to hear things are happening at Hallworth House, but queried whether bungalows would be the right choice to replace the flats, as provision of care for the elderly is lacking in Stotfold. 

8944.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Roecroft School

Councillor Mrs Bundock gave the following report:


Roecroft School will not be having a biomass boiler as the fuel (wood pellets) can be difficult to source locally and ash would have to be cleared daily and is regarded as toxic which would create additional costs to dispose of and therefore this is not a green option.  The boiler will now be total gas.
8945.
QUEENS JUBILEE EVENT

To consider a request by a young resident to form a working group to organise a Queen's Jubilee event during 2012, suggested a fete type event on The Green.  

Resolved that a small working party is formed of Members of the Town Enhancement Committee, and interested residents, including the young resident making the suggestion, to organise a Queen’s Jubilee event for 2012.
8946.
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF SUB COMMITTEES

As requested at the last meeting, Members considered amendments to the Terms of Reference for current and future Sub-Committees or Working Groups set up by the Town Council, which may include non-Council Members, with a view to encouraging those Members to abide by the same rules that govern Members of the Town Council.  In that:

· If they wish to speak on a subject within the Sub-Committee, they declare an interest where relevant.  If it is a personal or a personal and prejudicial, or pecuniary interest they do not vote within that Sub-Committee.

· If they wish to speak on a subject in any outside meeting, they make it absolutely clear that unless they have been asked to speak by the whole Sub-Committee after a properly put resolution and vote, that they do not use their position within that Sub-Committee to give the impression that they speak on behalf of that Sub-Committee set up by the Town Council.

The Clerk further recommended that a copy of our Standing Orders are forwarded to non-Council Members of Sub-Committees or Working Groups for their information, and to further encourage them to abide by the Council’s rules where appropriate.

Resolved that the Terms of Reference for current and future Sub-Committees or Working Groups are amended as above.  This item will be included on the June Council meeting and stand adjourned until the July Council meeting.
8947.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT REGARDING THE LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT
Stotfold Town Council is waiting for a report from Trevor Saunders regarding the Leisure Centre Project.
8948.
TO RECIEVE A REPORT FROM THE TOWN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP
The Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) has requested residents to come forward to train as CAB volunteers and 7 residents have come forward and passed the initial interview.  CAB have enlisted the support of a  retired manager to help train 5 of the residents, with a waiting list. Jenny Hedges, the Ampthill and Biggleswade Manager has sent a status report outlining a timeframe leading to a full advice service here in Stotfold in July 2012.  At a time when CAB expertise is needed and recent news that Letchworth will no longer be able to see Stotfold residents – we are indeed fortunate to have made the move to providing our own service at the right time.  The full status report will be discussed at the next Implementation Group and Town Council Enhancement meeting and details will be provided at the next Town Council meeting.
The Town Implementation Group are seeking funding for playground improvements with 7 areas to be investigated. Councillor Brian Collier gave input at the last meeting on Town Centre Planning.  This will be an item on the agenda at our next meeting.
The Town Implementation Group plan to have an information stand at Stotfold Festival fete (Saturday 25th June, pm) and volunteers from the Town Council would be welcome to help man the stall. As well as the information element/playground equipment and seeking Implementation Group membership a Hunt the Treasure on a map of Stotfold will be available with all monies raised going to the charity chosen by St Mary’s School.

The next meeting is next week on Tuesday 17th May at 2pm at the Simpson Centre.  Full Town Plans are available for the new Town Councillors if they haven’t already got them.
8949.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS


Members were provided with a schedule of meetings for the period May 2011 to March 2012.


Resolved that the schedule of meetings for the period May 2011 to March 2012 is approved.
8950.
ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records and asked to approve payments for May 2011.


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.


ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end May 2011, together with the bank balances as at end May 2011.


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end May 2011 be noted.

8951.
PLANNING COMMTITEE


27th April 2011

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th April 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th April 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8952.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th April 2011

The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th April 2011. 


Members then considered the recommendations from minute 6332

· That this Committee doesn’t take on any additional services until we find out exactly what services are being cut and how much it would be to take these services on.
· That a letter is sent to Central Beds to advise that we believe that there are services which we could handle more efficiently, however we are not prepared to take any on unless we are notified that these services will be cut across the board.

The recommendation was resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8953.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th April 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th April 2011.



Members then considered the recommendations from minute 2127

· That the following grants are approved:
	Organisation
	Purpose of Grant
	Amount 

Awarded

	Methodist Mother &

Toddler Group
	Purchase of play equipment LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£150.00

	Bobby Scheme

(Annual)
	Crime prevention for elderly LG & Rating Act 1997 s31
	£250.00

	Methodist Church


	Purchase of tables LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£600.00



	Stotfold Junior

Judo Club
	Purchase books (learning aids) LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£250.00

	Stotfold Art

Group
	Purchase of display equipment (LGA 1972 s145 (1d) & LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 S19 (1d)
	£250.00

	Fairfield Park

Community 

Hall Group
	Purchase table and chairs LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19 (1d) & (3b)
	£1000.00*to be given  once group is set up in this financial year.

	Fairfield Bowls 

Club
	Towards provision of automatic watering system LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19(3)
	£500.00

	St Mary’s School

Association
	Clearance of swimming pool area LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£250.00

	1st Stotfold

Scout Group
	Repair of rear wall of scout hut LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19
	£600.00

	Stotfold Army

Cadets
	Purchase of laptop & printer Section 137 LGA 1972
	£370.00

	Stotfold Bowls

Club
	Purchase of new oven Section 137 LGA 1972
	£300.00

	Stotfold Wildlife

Watch
	Purchase of tools, flowers, bushes Section 137 LGA 1972
	£250.00

	Citizens Advice

Bureau
	Assistance for outreach worker for Stotfold Section 137 LGA 1972
	£550.00





Total Section 137 Grants

£1470.00




Total other grants


£3850.00

The recommendation was resolved and the minutes were then carried.

8954.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Glen Rickwood asked for confirmation that the Council had approved his position as Community Governor for St Mary’s School and was told that it had.

Mrs Huckle spoke of her disappointment that the planning application for The Saunders Collection had been refused and she hoped that Councillor John Saunders would apply again as she felt that this would be a considerable asset for Stotfold.


Mrs Pam Manfield spoke of the Saunders Collection application and expressed her opinion that the Collection should be sited in a position which would cause no detriment to the people of Stotfold and suggested that there should be amended traffic access for the site.

8955.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

A request was made for the following item to be included on the next agenda:

‘Stotfold Town Council to consider amending the title of ‘Chairman’ to ‘Mayor’ for the leader of the Town Council, in keeping with the size of our town and the majority of our neighbouring, often smaller, town and parish Councils.’
Councillor Dack confirmed that he is chairman of a committee that are petitioning Central Beds to make Fairfield Park a parish in its own right. They are asking to do this purely on financial grounds as currently they pay for facilities like grass cutting and playground equipment maintenance through a management charge and also pay council tax to Stotfold.  Councillor Dack reported that to become a parish they qualify on all 6 grounds and they only need to qualify on one.  A Member asked if it would be possible to know how much Fairfield Park contribute to Stotfold Town Council’s precept and Councillor Dack replied that it was in the region of £94,000.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.54pm

CHAIRMAN




DATED
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12/05/11


