MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1ST JUNE 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey




A Cooper


B Dack





S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde








G Smith


L Stoter





Mrs C Turner


 

Also present:
5 members of the public, Central Beds Councillors J Clarke and J Saunders, PCSO Lisa Antoine, PCSO Laura Wilson and the Clerk

8956.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CIVIC ATTENDANCE
· Dr Lincoln is retiring after 29 years of service at Stotfold Surgery.  The Council will send a letter of thanks to him for his service to Stotfold residents.

· Stotfold’s Streetwatch Scheme has recently been awarded with a ‘Good Neighbour Award’ under The Comet’s Community Awards, and our congratulations go to the Scheme’s members and hope that it will continue to develop.
· Reminded Members to forward their completed Register of Members Interests form to the Clerk as soon as possible.
The Chairman has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· 22nd May – Lord Lieutenant’s Annual Service for Community Charities, St Andrew’s Church, Bedford

· 24th May – Stotfold Scouts AGM


The Chairman was unable to attend the following events and thanked those who attended on his behalf:
· Councillor Saunders attended the recent Guides AGM

· Councillors Cooper and Mrs Cooper attended the recent Sandy Civic Service

The Chairman has received the following invitations:
· 5th June – Stotfold Mill Nature Reserve official opening, 11.45am – Chairman will attend

· 17th June – Fairfield Players performance of ‘Sudden Death at Nortonbury Manor’ – Chairman will attend

· 18th June – Stotfold Junior Football Club presentations afternoon – Chairman will attend

· 22nd June – Flowers & Music at the Memorial Hall – Chairman is unable to attend, 2 complimentary tickets available, any Member wishing to attend is to contact the Clerk

8957.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any point during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.
8958.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Prutton had sent his apologies and his crime report for the month of May was given by PCSO Antoine.  There were a total of 22 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour, 16 reports of Crime, 4 reports of Violence Against the Person, 1 reports of Burglary from Dwellings, 1 reports of Burglary Other Building, 4 reports of Criminal Damage, and 3 reports of Theft From Motor Vehicle.  A copy of the full report is available on file.


With regard to antisocial behaviour of motorbikes at Fairfield, a photograph has been taken by a resident of one of the bikes being used and queried whether they would be able to post it on the Fairfield Residents Association website, PCSO Antoine will check whether this is permissible.  Many of the people using the bikes are from the Letchworth area.


With regard to a recent accident on the Regent Street/Hitchin Road traffic lights, there was a possible injury, but the PCSOs were unsure if any further action had been taken on the matter.


Members brought to the PCSOs attention a recent incident at the Common Road allotments whereby a plot tenant was shot at by an air rifle, which appeared to come from the rear of the Vaughan Road gardens direction.


Reference was also made to a recent incident whereby complaints were received that goats were being shot dead in a field during the day time in a built up area of Rook Tree Lane, and a query was made as to whether this was allowable.  The Police were called out to the incident and it was confirmed that the person was a licensed slaughterman and that there was no further action required.

Members expressed great concern at what had happened,


Resolved that a letter is sent to Central Bedfordshire Council to ask whether, under their licensing laws, the incident was according to any Code of Practice required for the slaughter profession.



It was


Further resolved that a letter is sent to the RSPCA to ask why they have not made any response to previous calls of concern about the welfare of animals in the field.

8959.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Pat Clarey

Referred to an agenda item for later in the meeting regarding what Stotfold could do for next year’s Olympics.  Stotfold Mill has discussed the possibility of the torch coming through Stotfold, and feel that the Town Council should promote someone to hold the torch for Stotfold.  He was advised that the Establishment Committee have written to request this, but the response has not been favourable.  Mr Clarey advised that he had been in contact with Lloyd Conway was is Director of Team Beds & Luton who are promoting this area in regard to the Olympics next year, and who seemed to feel that adding Stotfold to the route would be a good idea, particularly as we have Victoria Pendleton as a Stotfold born resident.


Glenn Rickwood

With regard to antisocial behaviour on motorbikes, advised that they have also been riding along Malthouse Lane and Mill Lane in the early hours.

8960.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Statutory Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

8961.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2011

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

8963.
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting 10th March 2011 (see minute 8931-11/05/11)

A joint letter has been received from Aragon Housing and Central Bedfordshire Council regarding the provision of homes for the elderly in Stotfold, and future of Hallworth House.  The letter is précised below, and full copy available on file.


A discussion took place over the huge need for warden controlled care in Stotfold, and that the people who would be likely to need this sort of facility should be able to use their voice to bolster the Council’s opinion that a replacement facility should be found for Stotfold, and that it should be sheltered and not care in the community.

Resolved that a letter is sent to Aragon Housing and Central Bedfordshire Council to thank them for their full explanation, and advise that we would like to meet to discuss the matter further, particularly to establish the reasons why Stotfold can’t have a sheltered accommodation facility and who did the consult when forming the opinion that ‘..more older people would prefer to remain in their own homes with floating support rather than move to specialist accommodation..’ 


CORRESPONDENCE

8964.
Let’s Talk Together – Community meeting for Shefford, Stotfold and Arlesey area

The next session is Thursday 9th June, 7pm – 9pm at Etonbury Middle School.  This is an opportunity for residents to talk to a wide range of public service providers, meet the local policing team and Parish and Ward Councillors.  The Chairman will be attending and displaying the Council’s information board.  Future dates for Stotfold 25th October 2011 and 2nd February 2012.  The Chairman asked for volunteers to assist at the 9th June session, set up will be from 6pm onwards.

8965.
Red Bear Children’s Centre – Partnership Group meeting

An invitation has been received for a representative of the Town Council to attend their next meeting on 16th June, 9.30am at the Red Bear Children’s Centre (St Mary’s School).  The meetings are to enable partnerships to share work, seek advice and to assist the Centre in making sure they are accountable to the community.  Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Turner will attend the Partnership Group meeting.

8966.
Fairfield Community Action Group

A letter has been received from the Fairfield Community Action Group (which was circulated at the meeting) regarding their proposal to set up their own Community Council and to cease being part of Stotfold parish.


Councillors Smith and Dack declared an interest in this item.


This matter will be passed to the Establishment Committee, should their recommendation in their minutes be approved later in the meeting.

8967.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Clarke gave the following report:

· Confirmed that following the Town Council’s objections, the planning application for 20 Baldock Road will be called in for the Central Beds Development Management Committee to consider, should Officers be minded to approve it.

· A new Ward Profile document for Stotfold and Langford has been produced, and was forwarded to the Clerk for file.

· The wind turbine application for Langford has been turned down and is being appealed by the applicant.  Areas of Stotfold would be able to see the turbines, if you can see the Langford water tower.

· A Member referred to the recent Executive meeting where the Forward Plan was considered, in particularly referring to the Gypsy and Traveller Site DPD.  The 4 extra pitches haven’t been allocated will presumably be decided on between now and December after which the document will be approved.  A question was raised over whether they will look at the sites they have previously considered, or 4 completely new ones.  Councillor Clarke will be monitoring the situation closely.
· A Member referred to emails being circulated about allowances for Central Beds Councillors Stay and Mrs Turner, and asked if this was for their advisory services, and what the timescale was for their appointments.  Also asked for an opinion on Councillor Stay’s blog comments relating to a new Central Beds Councillor.  Councillor Clarke’s personal view was that it was probably not advisable to make the comments as in the blog referred to.  Advised that Central Beds uses a strong leader module, and the leader has the right to appoint the Executive.  He hasn’t increased sums of money involved, and felt that Councillors Stay and Mrs Turner both had useful past experience, and would hugely benefit the new leader.  Councillor Clarke added that now that they have a new leader, they have a new clear vision for the future of Central Beds.  The time limit was thought to be 1 year, and that the absolute maximum would be 4 years.
· A Member referred to a letter he had circulated to the Central Beds Councillors regarding the community hall at Fairfield, and the required artwork.  He was very concerned about the huge monies involved and asked if the Central Beds Councillors would support the Residents Association.  The hall is provided by the residents of Fairfield park and not the hall, nor the Middlemarch part of the estate.  The Central Beds Councillors indicated that they would support the Residents Association in this matter.

8968.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

St Mary’s Lower School

Glenn Rickwood gave the following report:

· St Mary’s Lower School has recently issued letters to parents of pupils advising that they are now looking to go down the route of academy status.
8969.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE

The Chairman advised that we are still awaiting the report from Trevor Saunders.

8970.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE TOWN PLAN ACTION POINTS

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave the following report:

· Copies of the Action Notes for the meeting of the Implementation Group on the 17th May were circulated to Members.  Progress has been made on a number of points.

· Jenny Hedges, Area Manager of CAB, was guest speaker at the Sunshine Club the afternoon of this meeting.  Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Clarey attended a well delivered talk ranging from the history of the CAB to the work of the local group.  Jenny was keen to highlight the hours provided by their outreach worker.  Members of the Sunshine Club are transported here on a mini bus for their meeting and would find visiting a CAB branch in Biggleswade very difficult.  Jenny took the time to look at Room 3 and to discuss the future plans for the use of these premises by the CAB volunteers.

· The email sent to Hannah Pattinson in the Planning Department has been received but no reply has been forthcoming.  They intend to make Town Centre a focus for the next meeting on 12th July and have invited Hannah to join them.

· They have received an email from David Blellock, Central & Eastern Portfolio Manager of the Co-op Group who is willing to discuss dates for a visit to Stotfold.

· Volunteers were requested to help man the information stand at the Festival Fete during the afternoon of the 25th June, starting at 1pm.

8971.
GETTING THE COMMUNITY ENGAGED IN OLYMPICS LONDON 2012

Following information received regarding getting involved and getting the community engaged in the forthcoming Olympic celebrations, Members were asked to consider whether this Council would like to initiate some sort of town involvement.  As previously advised, the Establishment Committee have written requesting the visit of the Olympic torch on its journey around the country.  It was felt that the Establishment Committee would be best placed to look at this matter, and that other relevant organisations are involved.


Resolved that the Town Council initiates some sort of town involvement in the London 2012 Olympics, and that the Establishment Committee looks into the matter further, involving relevant local organisations.


With regard to earlier reference in this meeting to a letter from Lloyd Conway of Team Beds & Luton it was: 

Further resolved that a letter is sent to Lloyd Conway and Victoria Pendleton regarding the Olympic torch coming through Stotfold, and putting Victoria’s name forward as the person who should hold it on this league of its journey around the country.
8972.
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR SUB-COMMITTEES

Further to the May Council meeting whereby amendments to the Terms of Reference of Sub-Committees were approved, in accordance with Standing Orders, this item will stand adjourned until the next Council meeting in July.

8973.
AMENDING TITLE OF THE COUNCIL’S CIVIC LEADER TO ‘MAYOR’

Members were asked to consider amending the title of ‘Chairman’ to ‘Mayor’ for the leader of the Town Council.  Councillor Cooper led on this item, and shared the following thoughts:

“When there is interaction of several towns and parishes within Bedfordshire or adjoining counties, it is often expected that ‘chains’ will be on show as a mark of the importance and solemnity of the occasion, plus the status of those attending.  Rightly or wrongly, many of those hosting and attending would seem to give higher regards to town leaders addressed as ‘Mayor’ rather than ‘Chairman’ and view them as coming from towns of higher status and deserving of more attention.


While this may simply be regarded as snobbery, it would seem that if it may give us any advantages at all when our town name comes up in debate at Central Beds or elsewhere then, as the costs would be minimal, we should make this simple change and grab that advantage.  We are after all already a ‘large’ town and growing”


The Clerk provided examples of the various lengths that the Council could go to when adopting the title of Mayor for the Council’s leader.


After due consideration it was:


Resolved that Stotfold Town Council amends the title of its civic leader from ‘Chairman’ to ‘Mayor’.  The title of Vice-Chairman will automatically be amended to Deputy Mayor.


With regard to the length of term of office for Mayor it was:




Further resolved that the term of office for Mayor should remain as one year.

8974.
TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2011

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Annual Statement of Accounts 2010/2011.  There were no queries from Members and it was:


Resolved that the Annual Statement of Accounts be accepted as a true record of the Council’s financial standing to 31st March 2011.

8975.
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENT (SECTION 1) AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (SECTION 2) FROM THE 2010/2011 ANNUAL RETURN

Members were previously provided with copies of Section 1 and Section 2 of the 2010/2011 Annual Return.  There were no queries from Members and it was:


Resolved that the Annual Accounting Statement (Section 1) and Annual Governance Statement (Section 2) of the 2010/2011 Annual Return is approved.

 8976.
TO RECEIVE THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT ON THE INTERNAL AUDIT CARRIED OUT ON YEAR END FIGURES 2010/2011, TOGETHER WITH THE ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (SECTION 4) OF THE ANNUAL RETURN

Members were previously provided with copies of the Internal Auditor’s Report and Section 4 of the Annual Return.  It was noted that Gill Wiggs, Internal Auditor had omitted to sign against the report checks regarding petty cash.  The Clerk advised that the checks had been made and the Internal Auditor had been satisfied that all procedures were in place and correct.  However she would ask the Internal Auditor to confirm this, and would circulate this confirmation to all Members.  She asked that the report and Section 4 were approved subject to this required confirmation, in order that she could return the Annual Return submission to the External Auditors by the 30th June deadline.


Resolved that the Internal Auditor’s Report on the internal audit carried out on year end figures 2010/2011 are received and noted, subject to confirmation the Internal Auditor was satisfied that the petty cash procedures were in place and correct, and evidence to confirm this is circulated to all Members.  The Annual Internal Audit Report (Section 4) of the 2010/2011 Annual Return is received and noted.
8977.
ACCOUNTS

i)
Members were provided with copies of the receipts records and asked to approve payments for May 2011.  Councillors Mrs Clarey and Cooper declared an interest in the list of receipts as they had made payments for the Annual Town Dinner.


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.


ii)
Members were provided with the income and expenditure record for end May 2011, together with the bank balances as at end May 2011.


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end May 2011 be noted.

8978.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

11th May 2011

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


18th May 2011

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8979.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

11th May 2011

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


18th May 2011

Councillor Hayes asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Hayes then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8980.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

11th May 2011

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


25th May 2011


Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried with the following amendment:


Minute 3202 Ian Summerfield’s work to be carried out, amend second bullet point to read ‘To wash all fascias …’
8981.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

11th May 2011

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


25th May 2011

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8982.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8983.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2011.



Members then considered the recommendation from minute 2134

· That the Establishment Committee is tasked with looking at a way forward to try and resolve some of the issues raised by the Action Group at Fairfield; and to put together views, following proper investigations, into what effects the proposed break-away might have on the Town Council and the remaining Stotfold residents, to recommend as Council’s views ready for when we might be consulted by Central Beds on the matter.
The recommendation was resolved.


The minutes were then carried with the following amendment:


Councillor Mrs Clarey’s name is added the list of ‘Also present’ at the meeting.
8984.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Pam Manfield

Suggested that when writing the letter to Aragon Housing and Central Beds about Hallworth House, include references from the Town Plan.


With regard to Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee minute 6347, asked whether the letter had been received yet, and was advised that it had and would be considered at the next Committee meeting.

Tim Naisbitt

Thanked the Council for their help regarding the recent Mill Weekend, and in particular the closure of the Cemetery to allow the flying displays to take place.

8985.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The Chairman advised that the Clerk is proposing to publish Members’ attendance figures on the Council’s website, similar to the Central Beds website.


Members were again reminded to ensure they return their Register of Interests forms to the Clerk as soon as possible.

CHAIRMAN
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