MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st DECEMBER 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





Mrs M Cooper



S Hayes




Mrs D Haslett-Saunders

Mrs J Hyde





Mrs L Lewin



B Saunders





D Savill



L Stoter







Mrs C Turner



Mrs L Wilding
Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Street and Saunders, PC Lee Prutton, 1 member of the electorate and the Assistant Clerk
8804.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs Bundock for providing the refreshments for the Council.
· An invitation to attend Roecroft Lower School’s concert has been received. The Chairman will attend.

8805.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.
8805.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper and Smith
8806.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Prutton circulated copies of the Crime Report for November.  There were a total of 14 reports of Anti-Social Behaviour during September, 24 reports of Crime which is a small decrease on the previous month, 3 reports of Violence Against the Person, 8 reports of Burglary, 10 reports of Criminal Damage, and 2 report of Theft From Motor Vehicles.  A copy of the report is appended to the minutes on file.


PC Lee Prutton was thanked for attending and then left the meeting.
8807.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS
· A resident reported that the speed limit sign at The Mill was twisted and asked if the new lamp post at the Mill would be painted the Chairman confirmed that the problem with the sign would be reported to Highways, but there are no plans to paint the lamp post as it is galvanized steel and the colour would weather down.
8808.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2010

Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd November 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

8809.
To receive a report from Member representatives on outside bodies (see minute 8783 -03/11/10)

A meeting will be set up in the New Year with the Stotfold Headteachers, Ian Kite of BEST, Town Council and Central Beds Councillors and Officers to try to find a solution to the problem of insufficient school places for the number of new houses being built. No date has been set yet.
8810.
Wellbeing training (see minute 8685-03/11/10)


The power of Wellbeing training for Councillors has been arranged for Monday 17th January 2011, 7pm to 9pm.

8811.
Report on Community Leisure Centre Project (see minute 8791-03/11/10)


Following a chasing request from the Clerk for an update on the outcome of the Central Beds financial review and its bearing on the leisure centre project, Jill Dickinson of Central Bedfordshire Council advises that the purpose of the meeting on the 9th November was to update Central Beds Officers on the project, pending the review of the capital programme in order to ensure the project has the best possible outcome. Preparation for the capital programme review is now being undertaken, and she anticipates being able to discuss the project further with us.



CORRESPONDENCE

8812.
Arlesey & Stotfold Licensees Association

Copies of a meeting of the above Association which took place on 10th November were previously circulated to members. Cllr Mrs Hyde queried their request to lock the bottle banks at The Green and was informed this was due to an incident where bottles had been taken out of the bottle banks and thrown at the windows of the Crown Public House.
8813.
Flitwick Town Council – Quiz Night Friday 10th December

An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a team for the above event. No councillors were available on that date.
8814.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Mrs Turner gave the following report:

· Alistair Burt was at Fairfield Park on 12th November and explained his duties and areas covered as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State.
· The Fairfield Park Steering Group have estimated that Fairfield Park residents pay approx £100k in Council Tax and also pay an additional management charge to cover services that are usually the responsibility of the Town Council. They are therefore looking into becoming a Parish Council and have approached Central Bedfordshire Council and Alistair Burt for help to achieve this.
· The 23 Gypsy and Traveller sites have been approved and will go forward to the inspector, an additional 4 sites in Central Bedfordshire still have to be found.
· Taylor Wimpey are to be chased to return the paperwork to enable the go ahead of the repairs to Queen Street.
· A Member proposed that an informal meeting with all groups from Fairfield Park and Stotfold Town Council should be arranged to allow issues to be discussed and a way forward found.
8815.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Roecroft School Governors

Councillor Mrs Bundock, gave the following update:


The school has received a comprehensive update from Morgan Sindall, they are currently 3 weeks behind schedule, mainly due to the weather.

St Mary’s Lower School

The school is busy preparing for the school play. The Red Bear Children’s Centre is now complete and will fully open in January. It is hoped that there will be an open day on 16th December for people to have a look around. The school governors have attended a health check, which was a questionnaire of 63 questions about the school, designed to help with the Ofsted inspection. The governors and headteacher thanked Stotfold Town Council for their help with the insufficient school places for children in Stotfold
8816.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

The Town Council have been chasing Jill Dickinson for information she is giving officers about the Community Leisure Centre. The Chairman has forwarded a freedom of information request to her for the current report as this will be discussed in the Draft Capital Programme in January which means it has to go to print in December and Stotfold Town Council have not had the opportunity to see the document or make comments on it.  Councillor Mrs Turner advised that there is a meeting on Tuesday 8th December with officers to discuss the financing, but no Councillors are involved. Councillor Saunders confirmed that we were assured of the grant when we went from Mid Beds to Central Beds Council, he believes that Central Beds are unaware of the money that Stotfold Town Council have spent.
8817.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE TOWN PLAN ACTION IMPLEMENTATION GROUP

The first meeting of the Town Plan Implementation Group took place on Thursday 25th November. Despite appeals to residents to help with the implementation process five members of the former steering group, plus two who were unable to join us on that occasion will form the basis of the new group. Glenn Rickwood was elected as Vice Chair and Pam Manfield note taker. 

We looked at how the Action Points from the Town Plan fitted into the work carried out by the Council Committees and were able to view the monitoring sheets that have been designed to record the progress and completion of the Action Points. It was suggested that these should be made available for residents to see on the Town Council website.

We have agreed to support the Public Lands and Lighting Committee chaired by Cllr Mrs Mary Cooper who have prioritised updating the playgrounds. It is anticipated that help will be needed with data collection from the schools and obtaining funding.


The group themselves have agreed as a first priority to look at the setting up of an ‘Action Point’ in Stotfold where residents will be able to obtain information and help on an endless list of issues that might present themselves. We are aiming to seek help and advice from the Citizens Advice Bureau outreach group in Shefford and our librarian to see how this might be achieved.


We propose to meet every two months unless there is a specific need for more frequency. The next meeting (as yet unconfirmed) will be at the end of January where we hope to have the opportunity to discuss our ideas for an ‘Action Point’ with the leader of the CAB from Shefford.


If you are aware of any resident who might like to join us please see Ann Clarey or encourage them to call the Town Council Office. We also intend to publish our Action Notes on the Town Council website where a brief summary of meetings and dates will be available for residents.

8818.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR 
NOVEMBER 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for November 2010, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8819.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END NOVEMBER 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END OCTOBER 2010

Members were previously provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end November 2010, and it was:


Resolved that the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end November 2010 be noted.

8820.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

10th November 2010

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8821.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2010.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 2010.


Members then considered the recommendations from minute 6217
· A letter is sent to Basil Jackson at Central Bedfordshire Council to request that Malthouse Lane is closed either side of Ford Bridge – at Centenary Wood and at the Riverside Car Park points.
· He is also to be asked to put in place a Stopping Up Order for the Wrayfields to the A1M route. Some satellite navigation systems are forcing unsuitable traffic to use this route and subsequently crossing Ford Bridge.
The recommendations were resolved and the minutes were then carried.
8822.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.
8823.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive, confirm and adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8824.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING
Mr Glen Rickwood
Requested clarification on how the matter of stopping vehicular traffic over the Ford Bridge would be requested. The Chairman confirmed that a letter would be sent to Basil Jackson requesting this to be actioned and then further consultation would be carried out.
8825.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
The Chairman advised the Council that he had seen in the agenda for Central Bedfordshire Council’s Executive meeting next week the proposal to end support for the No 97 bus on a Sunday and the scrapping/combining of the E7 bus with the no 90.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.57pm
CHAIRMAN




DATED
PAGE  
5
04/11/10


