

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 8.15PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

A Cooper (Vice-Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs M Cooper






S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders

Also present:



Councillor Mrs Clarey and the Clerk

2148.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Collier.

2149.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Bundock declared an interest in a grant application from the Stotfold Parents Association and advised that she would not vote on this application.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

2150.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

2151.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES, FOR INFORMATION


There were no matters arising to report.

5152.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence.

5153.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – PURCHASE OF NEW COMPUTER

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to purchase a replacement computer at £565 plus vat, as the old one was not working properly due to it continuously being used as the sole office server.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in replacing an office computer at £565 plus vat is approved, funds from Office Equipment EMR.

5154.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – PRINTING OF LEAFLETS

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to instruct Streets Printers to print sufficient leaflets to distribute to every household in Stotfold as part of the Fairfield Community Governance Review, after seeking quotations and estimating costs and staff time to do in-house £357 plus vat.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in having leaflets printed at £357 plus vat is approved, with funds from Miscellaneous budget.

5155.
GRANTS


Members were previously provided with copies of feedback forms from the last round of grants awarded, and considered new applications for funding.  Further to the recent completed Auditor’s report, the grant made to Citizens Advice Bureau for outreach work in April of this year has been incorrectly allocated to Section 137, therefore the budgets available for both grant budget lines have been amended.  It is also noted that the grant for the Bowls Club fertiliser of £880 is a given as it is a requirement of their tenancy agreement with the Council.


The budget available for s137 is £2,980 and other grants is £600, to meet one or more of the grants requested where there is a power would require a virement to this budget line from another budget source.


As a reminder, Section 137 may be used for the direct benefit to the area, or part of it, or all or some of its inhabitants, and benefit obtained must be commensurate with the expenditure incurred.  The decision of whether benefit would be in the interest of the area, or its inhabitants, and whether it would be commensurate with the expenditure incurred is made by the Council.




Recommended that the following grants are approved:

	Organisation
	Purpose of Grant
	Amount 

Awarded

	Mid Beds Link-A-Ride
	Assist with transport for people who are unable to use ordinary transport due to disability (Transport Act 1985 s106A)
	£350

	Stotfold Parents Association
	Provide small cash prizes for children in the annual art exhibition (LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19)
	£120

	Citizens Advice Bureau (Mid Beds)


	Costs for training and shadowing – to provide a Citizens Advice ‘Gateway’ service at Stotfold Town Council (LGA 1972 s142(2A) 
	£495



	Stotfold Bowls Club
	To provide fertiliser for the Bowling Green (as per tenancy agreement) (LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19)
	£880

	1st Stotfold Scouts
	Purchase of new oven – must be for use by scouting groups for their own purposes (LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19)
	£500

	Stotfold Wildlife Watch
	To be used towards visit of representative from Shepreth Wildlife Park plus bugs and animals (LGA (Misc Provisions) 1976 s19)
	£100

	Haig Fund
	Contribution towards Poppy Appeal (LGA 1972 s137)
	£175

	Victim Support
	Contribution towards volunteers visiting Stotfold people in their homes (LGA 1972 s137)
	£200



It is noted that the grant application from Stotfold Wildlife Watch was for funds towards replenishment of craft materials and fund a visit from a representative of Shepreth Wildlife Park.  The grant awarded must only be used to fund the visit from the Wildlife Park representative.


The 1st Stotfold Scouts must ensure that the oven they purchase using the grant funds awarded must be used solely for their own purposes and must not be used to sell food or produce food for those outside of their scouting groups in order to comply with relevant food safety requirements.


As the funds for the purchase of an oven for the Scouts has been given under a specific power, the grant given to the Bowls Club for their purchase of an oven must also be given under this specific power (previously given under s137), and therefore the budgets must be amended to reflect that.


The Stotfold Junior Football Club are to be advised that they have been unsuccessful in their grant application as it doesn’t meet our eligibility criteria as they have already purchased the item they are seeking funding for.


 It was further:


Recommended that a total of £1,915 is vired to the grants budget (use where a specific power exists) from the Insurance budget.


It was noted that with the increase in applications for grant funding, there are more applications where the Council is able to grant under a specific power, than there are that could be used under s137.  With the relevant amendments, the total spend for this financial year in the grants (where a specific power exists) budget is £7,515 with the total spend for s137 grant budget reduced to £625.  Therefore it was:


Resolved that when considering estimates at the October meeting of this Committee, consideration is given into reducing the funds for the s137 grant budget, and increasing the grant budget for where there is a specific power.

5156.
BUDGET & RESERVES UPDATE

Members were previously provided with a budget update and reserves status and were asked to consider any actions to be taken.


Resolved that the budget and reserves update is noted.

5157.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.43pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED






29/09/11


