MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs M Cooper








B Saunders

Also Present:



Councillors Dhaliwal, Smith and The Assistant Clerk
2158.
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper, Hayes and Mrs Hyde.  

2159.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

2160.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

The Chairman proposed that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staff issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting for the following agenda item.


This was Resolved by Members.
2161.
TO CONSIDER STAFF SALARIES FOR THE YEAR 2012/2013

Members were reminded that Central Government have currently frozen any percentage increases in the salary scales for local government employees.


Recommended that the four members of office staff receive an incremental increase as per their contracts, with the exception of the Clerk who has reached the top of her spinal grade.


At the conclusion of this item, the press and public were permitted to return to the meeting.

2162.
TO CONSIDER ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 2012/2013
Members were previously provided with a copy of the figures for the first six months of the current financial year and undertook an appraisal before the estimates of the general running costs for the Committee were considered.

Councillor Mrs Bundock declared an interest in Grants expenditure as she is involved in the Stotfold Parents Association who have been given a grant.  This committee was minded to consider the grant amount at the next establishment meeting.



Estimate figures for 2012/2013

Estimated running costs:

£169,310

Less estimated income:

£       200






£169,110
Earmarked Reserves

Members were advised that there is currently £4230 in the Reserves – Office Equipment Fund, and £2,000 in the Reserves – Election Fund.

Office Equipment Fund
£2,000
Election Fund


£2,000






£4,000




Recommended that:

i) The sum of £169,310 is submitted for running costs for both buildings.
ii) In addition the sum of £4,000 is included for earmarked reserves for the year 2012/2013 and that these amounts are submitted back to this Committee together with estimates of other Committees.
2163.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.10pm

CHAIRMAN
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