

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25TH JANUARY 2012 AT 8.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


M Cooper








S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde

Also present:



Councillor Mrs Clarey and the Clerk

5169.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper and Saunders.

5170.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Hyde declared an interest in the Civic Awards item as she is related to one of the nominees and advised that she would leave the meeting during consideration and voting.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

5171.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

5172.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Minute 5162-21/12/11 – A new computer has been purchased for the Assistant Clerk.  Once it has been confirmed that all required data has been transferred to the new computer, the old one will be wiped and offered to the library for their use.

5173.
MAYORAL LINK & DEPUTY MAYOR’S JEWEL

Following the last meeting, further quotes have been sought for a Mayoral Link and Deputy Mayor’s Jewel.  Two trophy companies advise that they are only able to engrave items, not provide the link.

Therefore Members were asked to again consider the following quotes from Vaughtons (options and costs shown on previously circulated papers).

 Mayoral link
· Stock £7.40 or £29.31 plus vat

· Bespoke £288 or £319.80 plus vat

Deputy Mayor jewel
· £280.53 or £310 plus vat

Resolved that the stock Mayoral Link at £7.40 plus vat is purchased from Vaughtons.  The Clerk is given authority to purchase a Deputy Mayor’s pin badge to a maximum of £25.  Funds from Civic Fund.
 5174.
ADVERTISING

Members were asked to approve funds from the advertising budget required by the Buildings Committee to advertise Room 1 of the Simpson Centre for lease £153.08 Biggleswade Chronicle for one month.


Resolved that the funds required by the Buildings Committee for advertising are approved with funds from the Advertising budget, and suggest that the advert is also placed on the Council’s website and Stotfold News.

5175.
STAFF TRAINING/CONFERENCE

Members were asked to approve the Clerk’s attendance at the SLCC Regional Conference on 7th March 2012 in Oxford £65 plus vat, plus mileage.  Sessions: legal workshop, decentralization and the Localism Act, pensions, human resources, insurance, neighbourhood planning and the Localism Act.


Resolved that approval is given for the Clerk to attend the SLCC Regional Conference on 7th March 2012 in Oxford, with funds from Staff Training budget.
5176.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

The Chairman proposed that under Section 60 of LGA 1972:


The press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staff and other confidential issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting


This was passed by Members.


In order to allow Councillor Mrs Hyde to be present for the item relating to the Assistant Clerk, the order of following agenda items was amended.

5177.
PAYMENT FOR ASSISTANT CLERK’S TIME OFF IN LIEU (TOIL)
Members considered payment of the Assistant Clerk’s TOIL accrued to reset to zero as per the Confidential Clerk’s Report circulated to Members.


Resolved that the one-off payment of the Assistant Clerk’s TOIL is approved.

5178.
CIVIC AWARDS

(As per this Committee’s Terms of Reference forming part of Standing Orders, the following discussions and any resolution is to be kept confidential within Committee Members until the Annual Town Meeting)

Members considered nominations for Citizens Awards.  Nominees must be someone who has made a valuable contribution to the life of the community.  You can’t nominate yourself, and Councillors cannot be nominated.  Councillor Mrs Hyde had previously declared an interest in this item and left the room whilst discussions and voting took place.

Resolved that the Citizen Awards are given this year, to be presented at the Annual Town Meeting in March, and the names of the recipients are to be kept confidential and within this Committee’s Membership only until that time.


The meeting was opened again to the public.
5179.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.40pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED

26/01/12


