MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD JUNE 2010 AT 8.20PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


A Cooper






Mrs M Cooper


Also present:



Councillor Mrs A Clarey and the Clerk

2055.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Hayes, Mrs Hyde and Saunders.

2056.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it that that point.

2057.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

2058.
Town Council notice boards (see minute 2052-26/05/10)

Fairfield Residents Association have been asked to provide details on possible siting of a notice board at Fairfield.  Since the last meeting, the occupiers of the flower shop at the entrance to Hallworth Drive have now painted the sign board poles and affixed a new shop sign sticker to the sign.  Investigations are taking place as to the ownership of the sign.  Members felt that the notice board may have been sited on the verge when one of the shops previously changed hands.  The Co-op have been asked if they would agreeable to the Council erecting a notice board on their building.

2059.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence to report.

2060.
STOTFOLD COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS

Members were asked to consider the implementation of Community Service Awards for Stotfold, with a view to providing Council with a proposal.

The Clerk confirmed that if any expenditure was to be incurred, for providing a framed certificate, plaque, trophy, etc, it could be met from the Chairman’s Allowance budget or a grants budget if Members believe that the scheme will be of direct benefit to the area or some of it, or all or some of the inhabitants.  It could be argued that the whole town/community would benefit from people contributing to the community, even though individuals would be getting the awards.

After giving the matter due consideration it was:


Recommended that the Town Council institutes a Citizens Awards scheme to give thanks to people who greatly contribute to the town:
· Nominations will be considered for Citizens Awards on an annual basis, and a certificate for the successful recipient/s will be presented at the Annual Town Meeting.  Nominations will be requested before the Christmas period.
· Nominees must be someone who has made a valuable contribution to the life of the community.  You can’t nominate yourself, and Councillors cannot be nominated.

· The decision on the winner of the Award/s is to be decided by the Establishment Committee.  The outcome is to be kept confidential and within Committee until the Annual Town Meeting, to which all nominees will be invited.

· The Terms of Reference for the Establishment Committee are to be amended to reflect the above.

2061.
FRANKING MACHINE – CONTINUE RENTING OR PURCHASE

Following a request by the Committee for a review after completion of the first year’s rental period, Members were advised that the franking machine is currently rented at £17.95 per month, which includes call outs and software upgrades.  We are not able to purchase the machine currently being used, as second hand.  The model being used is suitable for the job, and to purchase the same model new would be £800 plus vat.




Resolved that the annual rental of the franking machine continues. 
2062.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.54pm

CHAIRMAN
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