MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE 2011 AT 8.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock


Mrs M Cooper






A Cooper



S Hayes








B Saunders

Also present:
Councillors Dack and Smith, the Assistant Clerk and two members of the public
2138.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Hyde.

2139.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillors Dack and Smith declared an interest in the Fairfield Community Action Group proposal.  Members were advised that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

2140.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no questions from the public.
2141.
MATTERS ARISING


None to report.

2142.
CORRESPONDENCE

None to report.

2143.
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP PROPOSALS RE: FAIRFIELD – INFORMATION GATHERING

Councillor Smith thanked members for inviting the Action Group to come and talk to them and confirmed he felt confident that objective discussions could take place.  He then outlined a brief history of Fairfield Park and explained how the development had been reported in the press over the years. He reiterated that throughout the time of the development that it had been referred to as a ‘New Village and Community’ and stated that Central Bedfordshire Council had ‘signed off’ on Arlesey, Stotfold and Fairfield as separate identities.  He explained that there was a large green space between Fairfield Park and Stotfold and this along with the A507 created a boundary between them.  When talking to residents of Fairfield Park he had found that there was a desire for a community there and most residents felt that planning matters regarding properties on Fairfield Park would be better being dealt with by their own Councillors.

Councillor Dack confirmed that the submission to Central Bedfordshire Council was well under way and that they had been advised to use the guidelines set out in the publication ‘Power to the People’ which relates to Governance Reviews.  He confirmed that they had 1300 signatures in favour of becoming a separate Council from Stotfold, 60 residents refused to sign.  All signatures obtained are from residents at Fairfield Park. Councillor Dack explained that there are three management companies at Fairfield Park, each with their own remit and it was the inequality of the charges imposed on residents by the different management companies that they were trying to address.  On purchasing a new dwelling, every householder becomes a shareholder of their appropriate management company, and obliges them to purchase a share for £1. The Community Building would cost £100,000 - £300,000 to bring it up to standard and the money that is currently being paid to Stotfold Town Council could be used to repair the Community Building.  Through their management charges, the Fairfield Park Residents Association are responsible for maintaining play areas and equipment within the Park, resulting in higher management charges for Park residents over Middlemarch and the Hall.  Councillor Dack confirmed that as soon as their submission was ready he would send a copy on disk to the Town Council for their information.

Councillors Dack and Smith and two members of the public left at this point.

2144.
STOTFOLD NEWS ADVERTS
Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk in increasing the Council’s profile in the Stotfold News by taking out 2 pages 6 times per year, and 1 page 6 times per year.  The total cost would be £3,564, however by booking and paying for them in advance the Clerk has received a discount and which has saved £712.80.  The total cost is £2,851.20.

Resolved that executive action taken by the Clerk in increasing the Council’s profile in the Stotfold News is approved.
2145.
CLERK’S APPRAISAL – ACTION POINTS AND COMMENTS

Members were asked to consider the action points and comments from the Clerk’s recent appraisal as previously circulated and it was
Resolved that executive action taken by the Clerk in booking a place on the Financial Management training course on Monday 4th July in Cambridge at the cost of £95 plus mileage is approved.
Further resolved that the Clerk is allowed to undertake the University of Gloucester’s Certificate of Higher Education – Level One of the Degree in Community Engagement and Governance, with a view to progressing to Level Two – Foundation Degree in Community Engagement and Governance with a ‘payback’ clause being inserted in her contract is approved.
2146.
STAFF TRAINING
Members were asked to consider the training courses, identified by the Clerk, and detailed below
	Training/conference & cost
	Benefit/aims
	Date

	SLCC Regional Conference

Norwich

£65 & mileage


	Agenda for the conference: “Big Society, small details”, Legal and HR Legislation, Managing Projects, useful networking opportunity and workshops
	Wednesday 14th September 2011

All day (office cover will be provided and meetings covered by Assistant Clerk)

	SLCC Public Rights of Way, Open Spaces and common Land

Newport Pagnell

£95 & mileage
	Rights of Way – maintenance, highway, public and private rights; Open Spaces – access land, statutes and acts; Common Land – management of, maintenance, exchange of land, etc; Village Greens – creation of, management
	Monday 26th September 2011

All day (office cover will be provided)

	SLCC Practitioner’s Conference

Daventry

£190 as at 2011 (final cost to be confirmed) & mileage
	Agenda to be confirmed, however the topics set are decided by practicing Clerk’s on matters felt most appropriate
	Friday 17th & Saturday 18th February 2012





Resolved that the Clerk be permitted to attend the above courses
2147.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.40pm
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