

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21st DECEMBER 2011 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

B Collier





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs M Cooper






A Cooper


B Saunders

Also present:



The Assistant Clerk
5158.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Hyde and  Hayes.

5159.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillors Collier and Cooper declared an interest in Item 5 – Mayoral Link and Deputy Mayor’s Jewel as they are the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
5160.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

5161.
CLERKS REPORT FOR INFORMATION

No items from the Clerk.
5162.
PURCHASE OF NEW COMPUTER

Members were asked to approve purchasing a replacement computer for the Assistant Clerk at a cost of £572.50 (computer and call out) plus a maximum of £320.00 to transfer data.  Funds from Ear Marked Reserves Office Equipment.

Resolved that a replacement computer is purchased at a cost of £572.50 with a maximum of £320.00 to transfer data.

Further resolved that after the computer has been wiped clean it would be offered to the library for their use.

5163.
MAYORAL LINK & DEPUTY MAYOR’S JEWEL

Members were asked to consider purchasing the following 
· Mayoral link for Mayor’s chain – Bespoke £288 or £319.80 plus vat; Stock £7.40 or £29.31 plus vat (two options and costs shown on previously circulated papers)

· Deputy Mayor jewel - £280.53 or £310 plus vat (details and costs shown on previously circulated papers)


Due to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor disclosing an interest in this item, the meeting became inquorate at this point and it was agreed that further quotes would be sought by the office and presented at the next meeting
5164.
TRAINING/CONFERENCE


Members were asked to approve the Assistant Clerk’s attendance at SLCC Events Management training and the Town Clerk’s attendance at SLCC Regional Conference.

Resolved that the Assistant Clerk is permitted to attend the SLCC Event Management training at a cost of £95.00 plus mileage and the Clerk is permitted to attend the SLCC Regional Conference at a cost of £65.00 plus mileage. Funding from Staff Training, Clerks Expenses and Travel Expenses budgets.


5165.
ESTIMATES 2012/2013


Further to the October estimates meeting members were asked to confirm amendments and it was



Resolved that 

i) The annual expenditure for the photocopier is reduced to £800.00
ii) No additional funds are required to purchase a new photocopier.

iii) The grant amount is confirmed as £10,000.

iv) Revised estimates for this Committee are:





Estimated running costs:
£169,110





Less estimated income:

£        200 = £168,910
5167.
PRECEPT FOR 2012/2013 FINANCIAL YEAR

Members were asked to consider the recommended Precept amount to be requested from Central Bedfordshire Council for the financial year 2012/2013 and were previously provided with a copy of the Notes for setting Precept 2012/2013 The additional amount for our General Reserves will bring it up to the equivalent of the 6 months expenditure as recommended by our auditors.



Recommended that the sum of £318,734 be put forward to Central Bedfordshire 

Council as the sum required for the Precept for the financial year 2012/2013.  
5168.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.47pm
CHAIRMAN



DATED
22/12/11


