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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that

A meeting of the Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 7th September 2011 commencing at 7.30pm
AGENDA
1.
Mayor’s announcements and civic attendance (see Clerk’s Report)            
2.
Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda 

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point. 
3.
Apologies for absence
4.
Report from a Representative of Bedfordshire Police
5.
Oral questions from Electors
6.
Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2011.

7.
Special Council minutes

To receive and adopt minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Wednesday 27th July 2011.

8.
Matters arising


For information, to receive the matters arising from previous Minutes as detailed in the appended Clerk’s Report.

9.
Correspondence


To consider correspondence received as detailed in the appended Clerk’s Report.
10.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor report


To receive a report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor on matters pertaining to Stotfold.

11.
Member Representative reports


To receive a report from Member Representatives on outside Bodies.
13.
Report on Fairfield matters – bus meeting and motorcycles


To receive a report from Councillor Dack on the above topics.
14.
Community Leisure Centre project

To receive a report on the Community Leisure Centre project.
15.
June Establishment Committee minutes

To consider a request by the Assistant Clerk to review the minutes of the 22nd June 2011 Establishment Committee meeting (see Clerk’s Report) as she believes that they are not an accurate record of what took place.
16.
Audit & Annual Return year end 31st March 2010

To receive the completed Audit and Annual Return from the Auditors for the year ended 31st March 2010, together with the Auditor’s Report.
17. 
Monthly accounts

i)
To receive the payments list for September 2011 and receipts records for July and August 2011.

ii)
To receive the income and expenditure record for end August 2011, together with the bank balances as at end August 2011.
18. 
Committee Minutes:

Planning Committee
13th July 2011

· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  13th July 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday13th July 2011

10th August 2011
· Members of the Planning Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  10th August 2011
· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th August 2011
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee

· Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011
Cemetery Management Committee
· Members of the Cemetery Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011
Buildings Management Committee
· Members of the Buildings Management Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2011
Town Enhancement Committee

· Members of the Town Enhancement Committee will be asked to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday  27th July 2011

· Members of the Council will then be asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th July 2011
19.
Questions from electors on items arising from this evening's meeting.
20. 
Items for information purposes only.
Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
2nd September 2011
To: All Stotfold Town Councillors, Central Bedfordshire Authority Councillors, representative of Bedfordshire Police, representative of the press, and electorates of Stotfold.
CLERK’S REPORT

Council – 7th September 2011
ITEM 1 – MAYOR’S CIVIC ATTENDANCE
The Mayor has attended the following events since the last meeting:

· 9th July – Stotfold Big Tidy Up, The Green, from 11am
· 31st July – Central Beds Council – Picnic at Marston Vale 12.30pm

· 9th August – Sandy Town Council – Indian meal 7.30pm

The mayor has been invited to the following events:

· Ampthill Town Council – Italian dinner 7.30pm
ITEM 8 - MATTERS ARISING
Oral questions from electors (see minute 8990-06/07/11)
A letter has been sent to Etonbury School to ask if they could remind pupils that they shouldn’t be cycling on pavements.
Email regarding recent gypsy and traveller activity in Stotfold (see minute 8999-06/07/11)
A request has been made for Central Beds Council to provide guidance for Town and Parish Councils, and contact details to report illegal encampments in the area.

The Chief Constable of Bedfordshire Police was also asked to use their powers to stop illegal camping.

Basil Jackson at Highways was asked to block off the open area at the boundary of the Land South of Stotfold development at the A507 where recent gypsy and traveller activity took place.  This area has subsequently been blocked off.

Claim from tenant farmer at Arlesey Road (Leisure Centre site) (see minute 9005-06/07/11)
Central Beds Council has been advised that this Council won’t be making a contribution towards the tenant farmer’s 2010 claim.

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – Lighting of the Beacon (see minute 9008-06/07/11)
The Civic & Ceremonial Support Officer has been advised that this Council will be lighting the beacon at the Cemetery as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012.  The Cemetery Management Committee has looked at the trees in the vicinity of the beacon and feels that no tree work is required in order for the beacon to be safely lit.

Rescission of previous resolution – formation of an Events Committee (see minute 9009-06/07/11)
A notice has been placed in the Stotfold News asking for residents to come forward to help organise the Jubilee and Olympics celebrations next year.  To date there has been one definite volunteer and one possible.  Councillors Cooper and Mrs Turner are also on the Committee.  It is hoped that the first meeting will be held in the next week or two and more attempts will be made to find Committee Members from the community.

Community building – Land South of Stotfold (see minute 9011-06/07/11)
The developers for the Land South of Stotfold and Central Beds Council have been advised that this Council accepts the proposed plans for the Community Building in principle.  No further communication has been received.

Councillor and staff photographs (see minute 9013-06/07/11)
Photographs have been taken of the four new Council Members and the new Administration Assistant.  They will be displayed on the Council’s website and foyer notice board.

ITEM 9 – CORRESPONDENCE
Let’s Talk Together community meeting
Correspondence has been received from Central Bedfordshire Council to advise that the next Shefford, Stotfold and Arlesey Let’s Talk Together (LTT) meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th October 2011 at St Mary’s Church Hall, Stotfold, from 7pm to 9pm.  As well as the usual setting of community safety priorities, the October – December meetings will also include a budget theme.  In addition, Central Beds Council, through Amey will be consulting on the future approach to roads maintenance during September through to November and will be at each of the LTT meetings during this period to get views and feedback from residents, including an interactive survey.  They feel that the more successful events have been those where the Town/Parish Council has been actively engaged in promoting the event and identifying local topics for discussion.  Members are therefore asked to consider possible topics for the event, to be forwarded to the Clerk in good time for the event.  Members are also asked to consider volunteering to man a Town Council stand, as at previous LTT events.

ITEM 15 - JUNE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES
The 22nd June 2011 Establishment Committee meeting was Clerked by the Assistant Clerk.  Those minutes were approved at the 6th July Council meeting, which was Clerked by the Town Clerk.  After production of the July Council minutes the Assistant Clerk has asked for the amendments made to be reviewed.
The Assistant Clerk agrees with part of the amendments, however has absolutely no record or recollection of the second part of the amendment being said at the meeting she Clerked.

She therefore asks Members to reconsider the wording of the minutes as she believes them to be inaccurate.  She suggests the following replacement wording based on her definite meeting notes and her recollection of the meeting.

Amendments made at July Council meeting

Minute 2143: …The Community Building would cost £100,000 - £300,000 to modify it from a sports hall to a community hall, and some of the money that is currently being paid to Stotfold Town Council could be used to help subsidise the first few years of operation of the community building.……

Assistant Clerk’s requested amended wording

Minute 2143: …The Community Building would cost £100,000 - £300,000 to modify it from a sports hall to a community hall, and the money that is currently being paid to Stotfold Town Council could be used to repair the Community Building.
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