MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 2011 AT 7.00PM AT THE CEMETERY, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






B Saunders


L Stoter






Mrs C Turner

Also present:



The Clerk

3199.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier and Mrs Haslett-Saunders.

3200.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3201.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

3202.
INFORMATION FROM THE CLERK

The Orange mobile mast has recently been re-foliaged.


MATTERS ARISING

3203.
Memorial Policy (see minute 3189-25/05/11)

The amended Memorial Policy which was omitted from the last agenda was copied to Members.

3204.
Update on Cemetery provision (see minute 3191-25/05/11)

The report for David Lamb, Planning Team Leader at Central Beds, on the history of looking for extension land, with a view to receiving advice on likelihood of Compulsory Purchase of land, is being completed.
3205.
Silt drains (see minute 3195-25/05/11)

Ian Summerfield has emptied the silt buckets of the two drains in the car park.  Members inspected the drains inside the Cemetery at the entrance to the car park.  The Clerk will look into having the two drains professionally cleared as part of general maintenance – one immediately adjacent to car park entrance, and one which is hidden and covered in soil at the edge of the roadway towards the Chapel, as there is often a large pool of sitting water at the car park entrance to the Cemetery.

3206.
Actions following walkabout (see minute 3197-25/05/11)

Rik Golder has cleared away dead branches from the Garden of Rest, and cut overhanging branches of the Walnut Tree at the bottom of the Lawn Section.


Ian Summerfield has removed the granite on the Brewer plot in the Lower Lawn Section, weeded the Diana Memorial Rose Garden, and re-fixed the concrete base of the Fleet memorial bench.


The office has written to families with plots in the Lower Lawn Section to remove stones around the plaques, and Mrs Stoten has been informed that we will replace the missing plaque for her husband’s memorial tree.


Rellion Engineering have filed the latch of the pedestrian gate and lifted the gate.  It is cast iron and so cannot be welded.  He has not charged us for this work.


CORRESPONDENCE 

3207.
Lower Lawn Section – Memorial types

Correspondence has been received from a family who have queried why our Memorial Regulations require them to have a flat plaque in the Lower Lawn Section when there are some older plaques which are wedge shaped.  They don’t feel that grounds maintenance is an issue.

Resolved that the family is advised that these are the current Memorial Regulations, and we are now enforcing them as tightly as possible.

3208.
Trim trees at beacon

Members were asked to consider whether they wished to trim some of the trees in the area of the beacon, in order that it can be safely lit during next year’s Jubilee celebrations.


Resolved that no tree work is required in the area of the beacon and that it could be safely lit without damage to nearby trees.

3209.
Construction of new Garden of Rest

Members were asked to approve the new layout design for the new Garden of Rest, produced by Amenity Trees.  Only one quotation for the layout has been received to date.


Resolved that the new layout design for the new Garden of Rest is approved, with the removal of the two middle benches (one in each square section) to allow for more plot spaces.  The Clerk is to continue seeking quotations, to be produced at the September meeting.

3210.
Actions following walkabout

Members carried out a general walkabout of the Cemetery and checks on the general state of the grounds.




Resolved that the following works are carried out:




Rik Golder 
· Remove thistles from the Juniper adjacent to Cooper Memorial Tree.
· Ask for his opinion on how best to tidy the pampas grass in the area in front of the Chapel.




Ian Summerfield
· Remove wire fencing around Cooper Memorial Tree.
· The seat part of the Crouch Memorial Bench in the Garden of Rest is loose, and requires a replacement bolt. 




Office 

· Ask TJ Tarmac to look at the verge large crack which has formed in the turning area by the beacon, with a view to filling/repairing it before the frosty weather returns.

· Inform Bugs N Things that one of the rat bait boxes has been found stood on end and away from the hedge line – sited to the right of the Orange mast.
· Write to the family of the Christ Fleet Memorial Tree and ask them to remove the gravel and pots around the tree, as it is against the Memorial Regulations.

· Add the Memorial Tree (Yew) of Violet Butcher, former Town Councillor, to the Memorial Tree plans.  It is situated adjacent to the beacon, in front of the left hand boundary hedge line.

3211.
Items for information purposes only

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.00pm

CHAIRMAN
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