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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL
A meeting of the Cemetery Management Committee will be held in Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, Stotfold on Wednesday 20th January 2010, commencing at 7.00pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies.

2.
Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda. Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses.

4.
Matters arising from previous Minutes (for information only).
5.
Correspondence.
6.
Cemetery Extension Geological Survey

To consider carrying out a geological survey in the field opposite the cemetery in the light of information received (see clerks report), or to carry out geological survey in field adjacent to the cemetery (see clerks report for updated quotes)
7.
To consider shuttering for all graves dug

A response has been received from Crouch Funeral Directors to support the suggestion to follow the procedure of many other burial sites and shutter all graves dug, as they are concerned for the safety of the Funeral Conductor and bearers as they have experienced significant soil slips and broken away edges.

8.
To consider taking out ICCM membership

The Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management provide technical knowledge, advise and training on management of cemeteries. Annual subscription £75.00.

9.
Budget Review


To review the reserves and revenue budgets for the committee.
10.
To consider actions to be taken from the inspection of the Cemetery carried out by Councillor Savill 
11.
Items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
15th January 2010
To:
Members of the Cemetery Management Committee:  Councillors Mrs Hyde, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Savill, Stoter, Mrs Turner and Mrs Wilding.  All other Councillors for information only.
CLERK’S REPORT
Cemetery – 20th January 2010
MATTERS ARISING
Actions to be taken from inspection of cemetery see minute 3079 – 18/11/09

The letter to the funeral directors regarding the removal of excess soil from the graves has been sent.

CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence received to date.
Agenda Item 6
The Environment Agency maps have been checked to see if the area concerned is in a flood plain and it appears that it is, or is very close to.  The National Geological Survey of the area only shows limited data, which is of no assistance. The River Ivel Drainage Board advise that as shown on the Environment Agency website the area is on a flood plain and it would be unlikely to get permission to use for burials. With regard to how far away from the watercourse we would need to be for burials the Environment Agency strict guidelines for development of new cemeteries are :

· 30 metres away from river

· Graves should not hold any standing water when dug

· There should be at least 1 metre between base of grave and water table

· Graves should be at least 250 metres away from wells and potable water supplies

· Pumping out of graves and discharging “grey” water directly or indirectly into surface or groundwater sources if found to be polluted is found to be an offence

· No burials within 10 metres of land drains.

Quotations for geological survey
Levitt Partnership
Tier 1 Risk Screen Report (Desk Study) in accordance with Environmental Agency Guidance P223, site plan and photographs

£845 plus vat

(Revised quote to include field study will be presented at meeting)
Turftrax Ground Management Systems
Tier 1 hydrological risk assessment: geomorphology, geology, hydrology, soil series/association, climate, proximity to groundwater source protection zones, proximity to indicative flood plains, design rainfall events – should a drainage scheme be required, determination of vulnerability class, determination of level of risk. Field study (pit profile analysis).
£2750 plus vat
Cemetery Development Services Ltd
Extensive field (pit profile analysis) and desktop studies: initial groundwater observations, SPZ (Source Protection Zone) mapping, watercourse spring and drain mapping, geological and hydro-geological investigations, the water table levels both current and temporal, pit profile analysis, infiltration tests, risk of leaching eutrophication and attenuation, soil stability and suitability for excavations, drainage and surface water management options.

£2,600 plus vat

Advice received is that the Environment Agency are more likely to accept results of Tier 1 and field study (less cost) in the first instance, rather than paying for separate tier 1 and tier 2 studies (bore hole tests – more cost).

Pit profile analysis involves digging three pits at 3m deep and would cause no more than 20sqm crop damage. If work was carried out in August when the field had stubble should incur no compensation costs.
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