MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY 2010 AT 7.00PM IN THE CEMETERY, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






D Savill


B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk

3106.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier (holiday), Stoter (work commitments) and Mrs Wilding.

3107.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.

3108.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

3109.
Shuttering for all graves dug (see minute 3097-17/04/10)

The meeting with Tim Miles regarding shuttering has not yet taken place.

3110.
Request to play a lament at War Memorial (see minute 3100-14/04/10)

Thanks have been received from the Paschendaele 1917 Pipes & Drums Band for allowing them to pay their respects at the War Memorial.  They advise that the band did very well, coming 2nd in their class.  They will be returning next year to defend their position, and will be wishing to seek permission to pay their respects at the War Memorial again.  Copies of photographs of the Band at the War Memorial were shown to Members for information.

3111.
Actions taken following inspection of the Cemetery (see minute 3102-14/04/10)

Mr B Gray has carried out required works to the ladies toilet roof, as per his quotation.  Mr Summerfield confirms that there was no damage to the cistern tank and has replaced the toilet seat at no cost to the Committee.


CORRESPONDENCE

3112.
Query over fees for memorial

The Clerk advised that she had received a letter from a lady whose husband is buried at the Cemetery, and now wishes to erect a headstone.  She has queried why she is being charged treble fees when her and her husband previously lived in Stotfold for 34 years.  The Clerk has written back, after consultation with the Chairman, to advise that unfortunately as her and her husband moved out of Stotfold more than two years ago, our regulations state that after that time treble fees must be charged.

Resolved that the Clerk’s actions in responding to the query are supported and approved by the Committee.
3113.
EXECUTIVE ACTION – MIS-SOLD BURIAL PLOTS RECOMPENSE

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman in issuing recompense payment to three families who were sold burial grants for plots where a memorial bench and memorial tree are situated in the sum of £25 per family.

3114.
CEMETERY EXTENSION UPDATE

The Clerk gave an update on the progress of the Cemetery extension and the geological survey from Cemetery Design Management (CDM).  They have now produced a Tier 1 Desk Study (geological survey) report which concludes ‘following the site observations and detailed desk analysis our conclusion is that the site poses a moderate to high risk to groundwater by the potential presence of perched water on the clays and with leaching through into the chalk aquifer.  With no deep site investigations undertaken the true depth to groundwater is unknown to any accurate extent, but historic well data and topographic information suggests that it may be within 4 to 5 metres of the surface (13ft – 17ft)’.


They would initially like to carry out pit digs within the current Cemetery boundary, but close to the boundary with the proposed extension land.  They will then forward the results to the Environment Agency, which may negate the need to carry out pit digs on the farmer’s land, and hopefully avoiding inevitable compensation costs.


Following a query from CDM regarding how much space is currently left for burials in the Cemetery, the Clerk advised that we had recently increased the size of plots in the remaining space due to high risk of grave side collapse as the soil is often very wet.  This has therefore reduced the number of plots available.


CDM have asked if two graphs could be produced to establish the margins they have for time against space available.   He would like one to show historical data on the average number of burials over the last two years, and the second graph to show average number of burials over the last three months.


With regard to the report content, it was pointed out that the map (figure 8) on page 16 shows the circled area of site as incorrectly marked, and the Clerk confirmed she would advise CDM accordingly.


The Clerk advised that the pit dig work within the Cemetery would be carried out shortly, and CDM will report back on their findings and the thoughts of the Environment Agency accordingly.

Resolved that the Tier 1 Desk Study produced by Cemetery Design Management be noted, and the results of the pit digs are awaited.
3115.
TO CONSIDER ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN FROM THE INSPECTION OF THE CEMETERY FOLLOWING THE WALKABOUT

Members carried out a general walkabout of the Cemetery and checks on the general state of the grounds.




Resolved that

· Mr Golder is asked to cut the damaged and hanging branch on the tree in the hedgeline to the right of the mobile mast.

· Mr Summerfield is asked to remove the dead flowers from the corner of the Garden of Rest.
3116.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The Clerk advised that she had recently replaced the padlock on the Cemetery gates as the original had gone missing again.  The padlock will still take the Cemetery keys previously issued.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.40pm

CHAIRMAN
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