MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19th JANUARY 2011 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






B Collier


A Cooper








Mrs M Cooper


D Savill








B Saunders


L Stoter
Also present:



Mrs S Bundock and the Assistant Clerk
3157.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Wilding and the Clerk.

3158.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3159.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

3160.
Budget and reserves update (see minute 3150-17/11/10)

The Clerk is awaiting materials specification details for the new Garden of Rest section to obtain prices for consideration.

3161.
Grave digging contractor-excess soil (see minute 3153-17/11/10)


The letter to the grave digging contractor regarding our requirements at the Cemetery for standards of grave digging has been sent and copied to local funeral directors.  The Clerk is monitoring his standard of work.

3162.
Actions following walkabout (see minute 3155-17/11/10)


Mr Clark has been asked to look at the pedestrian gate hinge, but due to illness hasn’t been able to report back on suggestions for fixing it.


Letters have been sent to Memorial Grant holders of plots in the Lawn Section where chippings have been added around headstones, reminding them of our Cemetery Regulations. The Committee confirmed that in the Lower Lawn Section that only a flat stone with a vase in it was permitted and suggested that in consultation with the Clerk the following statements should be added to strengthen the regulations.

“Nothing else is permitted to be placed within the grave space”


“The Council reserves the right to remove any unauthorised items that are outside the regulations detailed above”
3163.
CORRESPONDENCE

None to report.

3164.
TREE WORK
Members were asked to consider the quote from Steve Dear Trees to remove vertical shoots bringing the two weeping ash trees at the entrance to the Cemetery into shape and thin the crowns by 10-15% for £190 plus vat


Resolved that the quote from Steve Dears Trees for £190 plus vat is accepted.
3165.
ACTIONS FOLLOWING RISK ASSESSMENT 2010

The speed limit signs have now been badly damaged following their previous removal and deposit in the skip by persons unknown, after they were originally installed. Members were asked to consider whether they wish to purchase another two replacement signs at £10 each

Resolved that no further speed limit signs are purchased.
3166.
CEMETERY EXTENSION
Cemetery Development Services Ltd advises that the Environment Agency have received the groundwater report with the trial pit data.  Because the pits demonstrated that the drift thickness (i.e. the depth of natural soil over bedrock) is significantly thinner than the geological data assumed, there is insufficient attenuation (absorption layer) below base of grave and bedrock.  The bedrock is hard chalk which is known to be fissured and these fissures can sometimes allow direct pathways of leachates to the aquifer.  

The Environment Agency therefore wants a flux model to demonstrate the likelihood of pollutants travelling down to the groundwater below.  To do this will require bore holes to monitor water depth and quality, monitored over at least 3 seasons to catch the highest and lowest levels of the groundwater.

This has a number of issues, notably cost, circa £3,000 for bore holes plus monitoring costs circa £1,000 to £1,500, and compensation costs to the farmer.  Time is also a factor as it will take 6 to 9 months and at least a year if we miss the winter maximum this year.

Members were requested to consider authorising the bore holes and monitoring costs and it was

Resolved that Cemetery Development Services Ltd be advised to go ahead with bore holes and monitoring and liaise with the farmer and the Clerk with regard to compensation costs.

It was further Resolved that  Central Bedfordshire Council should be approached for funding towards the costs and asked how long it takes to compulsorily purchase land.

3167.
Budget Review


Members were previously provided with a review of the Committee’s budget and reserves status as at 1st January 2011.  It was noted that funds need to be built up for the Cemetery extension, and it was


Resolved that any remaining funds in the Committee’s budget at the end of the financial year are transferred to the Cemetery Projects Earmarked Reserves towards the Cemetery extension costs.

3168.
ACTIONS FOLLOWING WALKABOUT

Councillor Collier reported that he had inspected the Cemetery and it is looking very good. The following works are required:




Resolved that:




Mr Summerfield is requested to:

· Clear drain nearest to the small gate.
· Repair lawn on inside of the roadway turn up to the beacon where a vehicle has driven across
· Repair the downpipe by the side of the gent’s toilet where the top joints have come apart and check drain for blockages.
· Clean up mud on roadway where contractors have worked on a headstone.

· Clear mud from the path to the garden of rest

· Remove support bands from newer trees where they are cutting into the bark.

Mr Golder is requested to:

· Cut back horizontal spreading shrub on the corner near the children’s section.
It was further resolved that:

Councillor Cooper would start laying out the new garden of rest area.

3169.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.48pm
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