

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2012 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






B Collier


A Cooper






Mrs M Cooper


Mrs D Haslett-Saunders






B Saunders


L Stoter

Also present:



Councillor S Dhaliwal and the Clerk

3240.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Turner.

3241.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3242.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.

3243.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
· The relocation of the burning area has not started due to the contractor being away on extended leave.
· The intended removal of the Ash at the rear of the new Garden of Rest area under executive action did not take place before the commencement of the construction work due to the contractor being unavailable in time.  This can now be undertaken at the end of the construction work.

· The construction of the new Garden of Rest area will be completed by the end of the week.  The path surface will be tarmaced shortly after. 

3244.
TREE WORK

Members considered a quote from Steve Dear Trees to fell the Ash by the burning area at £90, lifting the crown on the Tony Endersby tree by the Diana Memorial Garden at £90, lifting the crowns on the Lime trees in the central part of the Beacon Section at £90, and fell the Ash at the rear of the new Garden of Rest area at £90.


Resolved that the quote from Steve Dear Trees totalling £280 for tree work detailed above is accepted.  He is to be asked to chip the felled trees, in order that our contractors can use to top-up the bark path at the Riverside Playing Field.

3245.
PATH EDGING

Members considered a quote from Rik Golder to edge the paths around the Cemetery at £250.


Resolved that the quote from Rik Golder of £250 to edge the Cemetery paths is accepted.

3246.
CHAPEL OF REST LEASE UPDATE

For information only – We have been advised that the previous company leasing the Chapel of Rest have gone into liquidation.  Our Solicitor advises that as the business has been sold, the buyers were entitled to continue the present lease.  The new company is now Hampshire Funerals and they will be arranging payment of the rent outstanding from November, December and January.  The current lease expires on 31st July 2014.

3247.
BEACON NORTH & BEACON SOUTH – HEADSTONES V KERBSTONES

Members considered whether or not to designate the Beacon South Section as a headstone only area, or to continue with the policy currently in place for Beacon North: families can purchase the burial right for the next available plot, with charges as at time of purchase, allowing them to decide at a future date whether to request a permit to erect a headstone or headstone/kerbstone memorial.


Historical minutes show:

· The original plan in 2008 was that the area known as Beacon North (section in front of burning area and currently being used for burials) was intended for headstones only.

· In 2010 the policy was changed to headstones only in Beacon South (nearest new Garden of Rest), with headstones and kerbstones being allowed in Beacon North.

· A review was to be undertaken on the policy for the Beacon South Section.

Resolved that the policy for memorials in Beacon South section is the same as Beacon North, in that headstones or headstones/kerbstones are permitted.  Reference to Beacon South in the Cemetery charges will be removed, and Beacon South is now to be included in the memorial charges applicable to Beacon Section, Beacon North, Upper Lawn, New Section and Old Section. 
3248.
ACTIONS FOLLOWING WALKABOUT

Councillor Saunders carried out an inspection of the Cemetery during the week beginning 9th January 2012 and noted the following items:

· Large number of twigs in the Cemetery following the recent high winds

· Very little salt in the grit bin

· Leaves in the drain in the men’s urinal

· Chapel doors are not secure, they lock but can’t be closed fully
· Chapel doors need painting

· Beacon sign is on the ground following recent high winds and the cable is loose and hanging down

· Following a complaint that the toilets are very dark, suggest putting in a battery operated light in both toilets, possibly a solar panel battery light

· As two memorial trees need moving in order to allow access to the re-sited burning area, has suggestions for their new locations, which will be forwarded to the Clerk

Resolved that:

· Mr Golder will remove the fallen twigs in the Cemetery

· Mr Summerfield will top-up the grit bin with salt

· Mr Summerfield will remove the leaves from the urinal drain

· Mr Summerfield will inspect the problem with the Chapel doors and take any necessary action

· Mr Summerfield will paint the Chapel doors with the same, or similar colour as current

· Mr Summerfield will put the Beacon sign back and re-hang the cable

· Battery or solar panel battery operated lights will be purchased for the toilets

· The Clerk will confer with Councillor Saunders on the re-siting of the two memorial trees and take any necessary action

Other Councillors noted further points:

· The green sheet on the front of the burning area is loose, and as there is a funeral later this week in that area, it needs to be tidied up
· A large number of milk bottles which are used for watering flowers have been blown into the bushes by the Beacon area

· A tap box needs to be built for the tap next to the new Garden of Rest area

Further resolved that:

· Mr Summerfield will tidy the green sheet and burning area before the funeral this week

· Mr Summerfield will remove the milk bottles from the Beacon area

· Mr Summerfield will build another tap box for the tap next to the new Garden of Rest area

3249.
BUDGET & RESERVES UPDATE

Members considered the budget update and reserves status and it was:


Resolved that any remaining funds available at the end of the financial year are vired to the Earmarked Reserves Projects towards the new Cemetery extension.

3250.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Councillor Mrs Saunders advised that after consultation with the office, this Friday afternoon a burial would be taking place at the Cemetery, and the coffin will be taken to the top of the Cemetery by one of the Saunders small steam engines and will be followed by a tractor with the flowers and a steam bus with those unable to walk to the top of the hill.  They have satisfied themselves that they can get up and down the hill without causing any damage to the roadways or grass areas.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.40pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
19/01/12


