MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7.05PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






D Savill


B Saunders

Also present:



Mrs S Bundock and the Clerk

3146.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier, Stoter and Mrs Wilding.

3147.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3148.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

3149.
Risk assessment 2010 (see minute 3133-15/09/10)

The Chairman has carried out an inspection of the Orange mast as per the 2010 Risk Assessment.  She advised that Orange carry out their own inspection, with the last one carried out in September of this year.  She found no problems to report.  Speed limit signs have been purchased and sited either side of the main drive at the bottom of the Lawn Section.

3150.
Budget and reserves update (see minute 3137-15/09/10)

The Clerk is awaiting materials specification details for the new Garden of Rest section to obtain prices for consideration.

3151.
CORRESPONDENCE

None to report.

3152.
TREE WORK

Members were asked to consider the removal of 2 Beech trees in the southern boundary of the Cemetery, quote from Steve Dear Trees (£380 plus vat), and consider his advice on the future of 2 weeping Ash trees at the vehicular entrance £190 plus vat.  These trees are diseased with melontonia and he suggests they are reduced by a third, and may need replacing in the future.


Resolved that the 2 Beech trees in the southern boundary are not removed, and that more information is sought from Steve Dear Trees as to exactly which parts of the 2 weeping Ash trees need reducing.

3153.
GRAVE DIGGING CONTRACTOR – EXCESS SOIL

Further to two previous letters sent to grave digging contractors, funeral directors and masons regarding excess soil being left in the Cemetery when digging and filling graves, inspections have identified more occurrences of this problem by one particular contractor.  Members viewed photographic evidence of the problems occurring, and were asked to approve the previously circulated letter to be sent to the grave digging contractor. 


Resolved that the letter to the grave digging contractor is sent, copied to all local funeral directors, to remind him of our requirements at the Cemetery and if he does not comply with those requirements and standards, he will not be permitted to work in our Cemetery again.

3154.
CEMETERY EXTENSION

The trial pit digs for the Environment Agency consent have been carried out.  Cemetery Development Services (CDS) conclude that the pits were all dry to depth exceeding 3 metres and with no reports of any deterioration in groundwater quality caused from the existing cemetery, they do not see that a further extension will cause any further deterioration in groundwater quality.


The Committee was asked to give consent to CDS to forward their desktop soil and groundwater survey report to the Environment Agency to seek their approval for an extension to the Cemetery, on either the northern or southern sides.


Resolved that the conclusion of Cemetery Development Services following their Environment Agency report is noted, and that they forward the report to the Environment Agency for approval for an extension to the current Cemetery.

3155.
ACTIONS FOLLOWING WALKABOUT

Councillor Mrs Hyde reported that she had inspected the Cemetery and it is looking very good.  The pedestrian gate by the vehicular access isn’t shutting properly and there may be a problem with a wearing hinge mechanism.  The following works are required:




Resolved that:

· Mr Golder and Mr Summerfield are thanked for their hard work in the Cemetery for the Remembrance Sunday ceremony.

· Mr Golder is to remove a dead branch in the last evergreen to the right of the Lawn Section.

· Mr Rae Clark is asked to look at the pedestrian gate hinge by the vehicular entrance and suggest options for fixing it.

· Letters are to be sent to Memorial Grant holders of plots in the Lawn Section where chippings have been added around headstones.  This is a flat headstone area only and they are to be reminded of our Cemetery Regulations.

3156.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.45pm

CHAIRMAN
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