MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH MARCH 2010 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






B Collier


A Cooper






Mrs M Cooper


D Savill






Mrs L Wilding

Also present:



The Clerk

3093.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter.

3094.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3095.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

3096.
Cemetery extension geological survey (see minute 3088-20/01/10)

Mr Northern has been advised that we wish to pursue carrying out a survey on his land (adjacent and left of the Cemetery), no response has been received to date.  His contact details have been forwarded to Cemetery Design Management to liaise with him on the best time to carry out the survey so as to avoid damage to crops.
3097.
Shuttering for all graves dug (see minute 3089-20/01/10)

No further responses have been received from other funeral directors regarding shuttering, and the meeting with Tim Miles has not yet taken place.


Members were advised that the first burial in the new beacon section has recently taken place, and all plots the two new sections are now measured at 4 ft 6.  It is hoped that by increasing the plot width from 4ft this may help alleviate soil slippage issues.  A copper frame has been made to mark out the 4 ft 6 plots, and each plot will be marked out with spray paint.

3098.
CORRESPONDENCE

No correspondence has been received.

3099.
CEMETERY EXTENSION GEOLOGICAL SURVEY – FIELD TO RIGHT OF CEMETERY

Members were asked to consider asking Cemetery Design Management (CDM) to carry out a geological survey in the field adjacent and right of the Cemetery, in addition to the already approved survey in the field adjacent and to the left of the Cemetery.  CDM advise that the 4 acre strip to the left of the Cemetery would be very narrow and with a roadway which leave little space for burials.  If land to the right of the Cemetery is purchased as a strip from the road to the back of the Cemetery, this is a shorter length than the left side, and the 4 acres would therefore give a wider extension.  Or the 4 acres could run along the road frontage and a wooded area for scattering of ashes could be planted nearest the adjacent Mill Meadows wooded area.  The cost for the additional survey would be less as the daily digger fee for pit survey would not increase.

Resolved that CDM are asked to survey the field to the right of the Cemetery when carrying out the survey to the left of the Cemetery, plus relevant desk top study.


With regard to funding for Cemetery extensions previously provided by the former Mid Beds District Council, the Clerk has been advised by Central Beds Council that it is hoped that there will be funding available for this purpose from their budgets, but due to the current Central Beds budgetary issues, we have been advised to wait a couple of months and the Officer concerned will advise on availability accordingly.
3100.
REQUEST TO PLAY A LAMENT AT WAR MEMORIAL

Members were asked to consider a request from the Passchendaele 1917 Pipes & Drums Band to play a lament at the War Memorial.  They will be visiting Stotfold during April to take part in the piping contest taking place at Etonbury Middle School, and wish to visit the Memorial on Saturday 17th April at around 7pm.  They advise that the ceremony will be a low key one, as they wish to pay their respects, so a lone piper will play a suitable lament.  There will be approximately 12-15 people, and will only require pedestrian access.  They will be wearing two uniforms, one of which is a replica WW1 uniform, and the other is their own Passchendaele Tartan, which will be used for the competition.  They have extended an invitation to Members of the Council, Royal British Legion and members of the public to attend the War Memorial ceremony.

Resolved that the Passchendaele 1917 Pipes & Drums Band is permitted to play a lament at the War Memorial in the Cemetery on Saturday 17th April 2010 at 7pm.  They are to be thanked for the courtesy of asking for permission, and the local Royal British Legion branch is to be advised that it is taking place and pass on the invitation to attend.

3101.
CONSIDER TYPE OF BENCH FOR CEMETERY

Our usual supplier of benches for memorials at the Cemetery (Glasdon) has advised that the Kemberton style (£246.75) is being discontinued, and Members are asked to consider an alternative style.  Members were reminded that the cost of the bench, plaque if requested (£58.73 plus vat) and installation charge (£100) is borne by the resident requesting the memorial.  Members were provided with details and costs of three similar style benches for consideration (all costs subject to vat):


Westby Seat

Hardwood bench with arms (bench plus fixings)

£615.16

Phoenix Seat


Recycled material (fixings included)

Enviropol brown or black (smooth surface)


£349.00


Timberpol brown (textured surface)



£406.81


Countryside Seat


Recycled materials (bench plus fixings)

Enviropol brown or black (smooth surface)


£274.90

Timberpol brown (textured surface)



£317.34


Resolved that the new style of memorial bench for the Cemetery is Countryside Seat – Enviropol in brown, with the below ground anchor kit £274.90.  If requested, plaques are £58.73, and the above costs, plus an installation fee of £100 is to be charged to the resident requesting the memorial bench.

3102.
TO CONSIDER ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN FROM THE INSPECTION OF THE CEMETERY CARRIED OUT BY COUNCILLOR MRS HYDE

Councillor Mrs Hyde advised on the following:

· The repairs to the ladies toilet roof have not yet taken place.

· Beech hedge around the Princes Diana Memorial Garden is now back to a manageable size.

· There are three trees in the Beacon Section hedge line which need tidying up and broken and split branches disposed of.

· The fourth conifer down in the New Section needs a trim.

· The top of the plot for Rose Ellen Shepherd and John William Shepherd in the New Section is caving in, and may need filing in with chippings.

· The ivy growing up three Red Cedars near the Garden of Rest needs removing, and when all cut back, needs dealing with to prevent re-growth.

· A request has been received for a rose bush to be planted as a memorial to a family member, with an appropriate plaque, possibly to the right of the bench at the Diana Memorial Garden, or under the Beacon.
· The Orange mast is looking a bit jaded, and more and more of the ‘leaves’ are coming off.

· The overall appearance of the Cemetery is very good.




Resolved that 

· Mr Golder is asked to tidy up the three trees in the Beacon Section hedge line with broken and split branches.
· Mr Golder to trim the fourth conifer down in the New Section.

· Mr Golder to remove the ivy growing up the three Red Cedars near the Garden of Rest, and treat to prevent re-growth.

· The memorial grant holders for the Rose Ellen Shepherd and John William Shepherd plot are to be advised that the top of the grave plot is caving in and to be asked to get the matter seen to as it could become a health and safety matter.

· The request for a rose bush to be planted as a memorial is to be refused, explaining that unfortunately we do not allow memorials other than those in our memorial packages.

· The mobile mast company is to be advised that the colour of ‘leaves’ on the mast is fading and the ‘leaves’ are coming off.


With regard to the ladies toilet roof, the Clerk advised that the toilets were subject to an attack by vandals which occurred in the weeks after the last Committee meeting.  An insurance claim for repairs was originally pursued, however the insurers have advised that our excess is now £500.  As the quotes received for the work are not significantly more than £500 the Clerk felt it would not be worth claiming on the insurance.  Members were therefore asked to consider the quotations received for the work to be paid from the maintenance and repairs budget.

To remove damaged slates and batten, supply and fit new slates and batten, supply and fit lead soakers to parapet wall, dispose of all debris.


K Dean Roofing £675


Hadley Roofing £572


B Gray 
   £510


Resolved that the quotation from B Gray in the sum of £510 be accepted, funds from the maintenance and repairs budget.  Mr Summerfield is also to be asked to check if there was any damage to the cistern tank and to replace/repair the toilet seat if necessary.

3103.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

The Chairman advised that it has been discovered that burial grants for two plots in the Beacon Section previously sold to two families appear to be where a memorial bench and memorial tree are situated.  The Chairman has spoken to the two families and they are both happy to change their plots to an alternative area of the Beacon Section.  The Clerk is working out some sort of recompense for the inconvenience.


The Vice-Chairman confirmed that he and Councillor Mrs Cooper will shortly be re-marking the new sections of the Beacon Section following the change in size of plots.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.45pm
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