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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL
A meeting of the Cemetery Management Committee will be held in the Council Chamber, Simpson Centre, 
Stotfold on Wednesday 16th November 2011, commencing at 7.00pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies
2.
Disclosures of Members Interest on matters contained in this agenda 

Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses
4.
Clerk’s Report for information

See attached sheet.

5.
Tidying grave plots

To consider a quote from Rik Golder to remove excess soil and level graves in various areas of the Cemetery £400.
6.
Remove soil pile

To consider a quote from Drive Rejuvenation to remove the untidy and unusable soil pile (including excess soil removed from graves as above) adjacent to the burning area using a grab lorry £100.
7.
Water points 

To consider a quote to replace 4 wooden water points from Mr Summerfield at a cost of £50 materials and £100 labour.
8.
Risk Assessment

To accept the risk assessment carried out by the Clerk, and appended for Members.

9.
Actions following walkabout 


To consider actions to be taken from the inspection of the Cemetery following the walkabout carried out by Councillor Mrs Cooper. 
10.
Items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk
10th November 2011
To:
Members of the Cemetery Management Committee:  Councillors Mrs Hyde, Collier, Cooper, Mrs Cooper, Mrs Haslett-Saunders, Saunders, Stoter, and Mrs Turner.  All other Councillors for information only.
CLERK’S REPORT

Cemetery Management – 16th November 2011
ITEM 4 - CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
· Quotes for tree works will be included on the January agenda for consideration due to being unable to schedule a site meeting with the contractor in time.  Executive action will be sought at that meeting for removal of the ash tree in the right hand boundary hedge line for works on construction of the new Garden of Rest to commence, and an ash tree in the rear boundary hedge line to allow for repositioning of the burning area.  The burning area work is due to be completed by the end of the month.
· Work has started on the new Garden of Rest area, and the Clerk will be monitoring their work progress.

· Consideration of the headstone/kerbstone matter for the new Beacon sections will take place at the January meeting.
· Consideration of setting up a grave digging contract has been held for the time being following investigations and discussion with the Chairman.  Funeral directors do not seem to have a problem with us setting up a grave digging contract however the grave diggers had serious concerns that a contractor being tied to this Council and being called upon at short notice might encounter problems with timing of other jobs they are taking on.  One grave digger has said that this would put him (and probably others) off tendering for the contract.  They have advised against us setting up a contract as it would be simpler to enforce our regulations.  There would be no monetary benefit to the Council in taking on a grave digging contract; it would only allow us to maintain the standards we require at our Cemetery.  As the issue is the standard of graves left by one particular grave digger, who is on final warning, the Clerk does have authority to prohibit him from working in our Cemetery should he fail to meet our standards set out in our regulations.  The Clerk has agreed with the Chairman that she will step up inspections of graves dug, paying particular attention to the work of the grave digger concerned and will enforce his exclusion from the Cemetery with immediate effect should she find unsatisfactory work.

· Minute 3215-21/09/11 – a response has been received from Planning regarding Cemetery extension land.  They advise that it is likely that Central Beds Council would support the extension of the existing cemetery as a preferred option over creating a new site.  They note that we have already approached the Environment Agency and Council Archaeologist, and suggest that we clarify with each the level of information sought by them to enable them to consider the application as consultees (I believe that CDM have already done this as part of their work already carried out).  They advise that it would be necessary to illustrate in any such planning submission how the proposed hard and soft landscaping both within and enclosing the proposed extended cemetery would look.  With regard to compulsory purchase they advise that this is a legal matter and suggest discussing with a solicitor or Central Beds legal department (I am currently working on this). 
Order of meetings for 16th November 2011:


7.00pm Cemetery Management Cmte


7.45pm Buildings Management Cmte
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