MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16TH MARCH 2011 AT 7.05PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members:


Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






B Collier


Mrs M Cooper






L Stoter


Mrs L Wilding

Also present:



Councillors Mrs Clarey and Hayes, and the Clerk

3170.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper and Saunders.

3171.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3172.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS, COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

3173.
Actions following walkabout (see minute 3162-19/01/11)

Following receipt of our original letter requesting removal of unauthorised gravel/pebbles around plots in the Lower Lawn Section, one memorial permit holder has removed the items.  A further inspection of the Lower Lawn Section has recently been undertaken with further plots being identified as having unauthorised gravel/pebbles/grave adornments.  Another letter has been sent (and was read to Members), however there are no records of permit holders for six plots.  Mr Summerfield has been instructed to monitor the plots to see if they are being tended.  If they are, a notice will be affixed asking the person to contact the office.


Councillor Mrs Wilding declared an interest at this point, and advised that two of her family member graves had one stone in the middle of each plot with a name, and she was surprised that she had not received a letter requesting its removal.  A letter will be issued by the office.


Mr Clark has been asked to look at the pedestrian gate hinge, but due to illness hasn’t been able to report back on suggestions for fixing it.  It was reported that the gate seems to be working now, and the matter will be left for the time being.

3174.
CORRESPONDENCE

None received.

3175.
MEMORIAL POLICY

Members were asked to approve additional wording to the Memorial Policy document relating to memorials in the Lower Lawn Section, and memorials at the Cemetery in general.  The layout of the regulations has also been amended for ease of reading.

In the section relating to the Lower Lawn Section:


- Only a flat stone with space for a vase in it will be permitted.


- Nothing else is permitted to be placed within the grave space.


In relation to memorials generally:


- Nothing else is permitted to be placed on or in the ground that has not been authorised in writing by the Council.  The Council reserves the right to remove all extra grave adornments, and unauthorised items that do not conform to the regulations.


The Clerk is also putting together a Cemetery booklet, giving the history, layout, pictures, and rules.


With regard to Garden of Rest memorials, the office has recently been questioned over the rule requiring vases to be spiked, as most already in situ are not spiked.  The office has taken the decision to allow a non-spiked vase as this was only appropriate when the Garden of Rest was grassed and not paving slabs.


Resolved that the amended memorial policy document is approved, and a copy of the revised document is to be circulated to Committee Members.


It was:

Further resolved that the action taken by the office in permitting a non-spiked vase in the Garden of Rest is approved, and reference to this is to be removed from the regulations as it is no longer applicable.
 3176.
LAYOUT OF NEW GARDEN OF REST

Members were provided with a revised layout and specification for the new Garden of Rest area, as provided by Councillor Cooper.

Resolved that the revised layout for the new Garden of Rest area is accepted, and quotes are to be sought for its construction as per the specification provided by Councillor Cooper.  The stone/gravel to be used should not be white or grey, and a quotation for a selection of colours is to be provided for consideration.

3177.
TREE WORK

Members considered planting a row of fir trees between the new Garden of Rest area and the mobile mast compound, to act as screening to shield the compound from view.  Trees would be approximately 4ft – 5ft high when purchased, £15 each, and would require 10 trees.  Mr Golder would plant them: 3 hours at his hourly rate in place at time of work carried out.  Space would be left between the screening and the boundary hedge to allow for maintenance and access to the mast cabling.


Resolved that tree screening is provided between the new Garden of Rest area and the mobile mast compound, and is to be planted by Mr Golder after the new Garden of Rest area has been constructed.  An appropriate type of fir is to be used which requires minimal cutting.

3178.
REVISIT PROVISION OF CONCRETE HEADSTONE FIXING STRIPS

This matter was last considered in November 2008, and the decision was made not to use concrete strips in the Beacon Section and to have each sub-section marked out with bricks to help in alignment of grave digging and headstone erection.  Although this should be an easy to use method, it is now noticeable that the first row of the new part of Beacon Section is not straight and Members were asked to consider seeking quotations for provision of concrete headstone fixing strips, or any other ideas to overcome this problem.


Resolved that although the concrete strip method could be used in the second new Beacon Section for headstones only, it is not to be used in the current new Beacon Section, as kerbstones are permitted and they would not be attachable to the concrete.  The Clerk is to seek advice from other burial authorities, in particular Biggleswade Town Council, where the Clerk is a former Cemetery Groundsperson.  Also investigate possibility and costs of using line marking equipment, as used for football pitches to mark out rows.

3179.
UPDATE ON CEMETERY PROVISION

Justin Smith at CDS advises that he has been in contact with the farmer of the land adjacent to the Cemetery to obtain permission to site the boreholes within his field boundary.  The farmer has indicated that he is not willing to sell the land, but that we could continue to go ahead with the bore holes anyway, and he will charge compensation.  The Clerk is seeking advice from Central Beds Council on how best to go about compulsory purchase, or any other suggested route of obtaining land for Cemetery use.


Resolved that the Clerk continues to seek advice on the matter and reports back to the Committee.

3180.
CLOSURE OF CEMETERY DURING MILL WEEKEND

Stotfold Mill Preservation Trust advise that a road closure of Mill Lane will be in place from 8.30am on 7th May to 6pm on 8th May for the Mill Weekend events.  This will affect visitors to the Cemetery.  Also included in the events is a flying display for lunch time on both days, and which requires an exclusion zone, including the area of the Cemetery.  Prior to and after the flying display it will be possible to allow access from the Wrayfields direction.  The Trust are asking for notices to be displayed at the Cemetery advising of its closure for this period.  A discussion ensued regarding whether we could enforce closure of the Cemetery, and also whether an adjacent footpath could be closed for the exclusion zone.

Resolved that the Mill Preservation Trust are advised that we don’t believe we can enforce the closure of the Cemetery, and also that they will be unable to enforce closure of a public footpath that falls within the exclusion zone.  We will put up notices advising that there will be a flying display, requesting that there is no entry to the Cemetery during the set times, and that if they do, it is at their own risk.
3181.
BUDGET REVIEW

Members were previously provided with a budget update which identified likely sums to be transferred to the Cemetery Projects Earmarked Reserves towards the Cemetery extension costs.


Resolved that the budget update and likely transfer to Earmarked Reserves is noted.

3182.
ACTIONS FOLLOWING WALKABOUT

Councillor Cooper has carried out an inspection of the Cemetery and provided the following report in his absence:

· Ladies toilet roll holder needs a second screw fitting to fix it firmly to the wall

· Gutter down pipe near gent’s toilet doorway was reported to be collapsing.  The top part has now been ‘glued’ together, but looks at though this will come apart again in the future.  Suggest a screw is put in through the lower pipe bracket and down-pipe would give mechanical support for longer term.

· There are still drains in the Old Section plus along the roadway from skip area towards the gates that are firmly filled/blocked with silt, etc.  Next on-site meeting consider getting professionals to hose out thoroughly.

 
Resolved that Mr Summerfield carries out the further repair works to the ladies toilet roll holder and down pipe near gent’s toilet doorway.  Also to attempt to clear the blocked silt drains, and consideration of having them professionally cleaned is to be included on the next agenda.

 

3183.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Members were provided with a list of currently known memorial trees at the Cemetery, together with a copy of the plan of trees and benches.  This information will be required for the May meeting, and Members were asked to visit the Cemetery before then to acquaint themselves with layout and allocation.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.10pm
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