MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH MAY 2010 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





Mrs M Cooper



Mrs D Haslett-Saunders





S Hayes



Mrs J Hyde





B Saunders



D Savill





M Smith



L Stoter





Mrs C Turner

Also present:

PC Needham and Sergeant Glennister of Bedfordshire Police, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Street, press, four members of the public and the Clerk

8543.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no Chairman’s announcements.

8544.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interest.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

8545.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Cooper, Mrs Lewin and Central Bedfordshire Councillor Saunders.

8546.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

PC Needham gave the following report:

· There have been 20 reports of antisocial behaviour for April, compared to 23 for March, with a decrease in calls relating to Regent Street and the One Stop shop area.  This is possibly because they are now using their mosquito device which emits a high frequency noise, only heard by people under the age of 23, and subsequently deters them from loitering in the area.
· Crime has increased considerably, with 46 reports for April, which is an increase on last month of 27.

· Violence against persons – 3 incidents reported.  One was a fight at a local public house, and two separate incidents of disorder at another public house where several vehicles were damaged and two assaults took place.  Three people have been arrested for this incident and are currently on bail.  It was rumoured that a similar incident was planned for the following weekend and two Police vans were deployed to Stotfold, but thankfully there was no repeat of the incident.

· There were 3 reports of burglary of dwellings, where a laptop and vacuum cleaner were stolen from one property.  Nothing was stolen from the second property, but damage was done to the doors when gaining access.  The third incident was in a newly built property on a new housing estate, and the kitchen units were stolen.

· Burglary others – 4 incidents reported, 2 of which where on local farms where scrap metal and vehicles were stolen.

· Criminal damage has increased to 13 in April, from 7 in March.  The average is around 6 to 8.  There were no particular hot spots and incidents occurred all around the town.  Damage was caused to fencing and walls, and also fencing in the alleyway at the rear of the Memorial Hall.  CCTV footage has been obtained and this is being dealt with by Head Quarters.

· In addition to burglaries at farms there have been a couple of incidents of criminal damage to outbuildings and fences, and PC Needham will be giving farmers crime prevention advice.

· Theft of Vehicle – 2 incidents.  All four occupants were arrested from one of the stolen vehicles; the other theft was of a caravan which was being stored on a farm.

· Theft from Vehicle – 3.  Wheel trims and number plates were stolen.  It is thought that the stolen number plates are used on vehicles when filling up with petrol and driving away without paying.

· A cannabis factory has been found in a house in Stotfold, and also 25 cannabis plants have been found in woodland outside Stotfold.

· With regard to the dispersal order, PC Needham has completed his part of the application and it has been submitted to John Seamarks, Community Safety Manager, who will then speak to the Youth Offending Team and the Youth Workers and a decision will then be made.  PC Needham would like the dispersal order in place from June to November, as it is a six month order, and will catch the late summer evenings, and darker autumn evenings, including Halloween and Bonfire Night.  In response to a request for assurance that until the dispersal order is in place he will monitor the size of the groups of young people which seem to be getting larger and larger, PC Needham advised that the dispersal order will give legislation to enable him to do more of what he already does.  Currently he has no powers to move anyone on, although they are working hard on the problem and there is a nightly police presence in the town and they are seizing drugs and alcohol.
· In response to a question over whether the recent fair at The Green caused any problems, he advised that the Police had received calls regarding large groups of young people, and he and the PCSOs visited the area on both evenings that the fair was open and found the groups of young people to be in good spirits and not disruptive.

· A reference was made to a letter received from Chief Inspector Waring regarding a previous complaint that the Police are not permitted to give detailed crime reports, particularly at street level, and a query was raised over the reference to the Data Protection Act and that it was the opinion that it only applied to personal data held on computer.  With regard to attendance at Town Council meetings, it was felt that once a quarter is not satisfactory and conducive to the partnership working we already have with PC Needham, and there was concern that if he ever stopped working in Stotfold we may not have the same level of attendance he currently provides.  PC Needham will try to find out what the wording in Chief Inspector Waring’s letter regarding the Data Protection Act actually refers to.
· He advised that we now have a second PCSO who is working jointly between Stotfold and Arlesey.  She previously worked in Luton and has settled in the job in Stotfold very well.

· He is aware that young people are camping overnight in Centenary Wood, but was also advised that they appear to be removing wooden stakes from newly planted trees and burning them, and he advised that he will keep an eye on the situation.

· PC Needham confirmed that he would try to include reports of the Police helicopter activities over Stotfold in his future reports.

8547.
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE ON THE NEW STREET WATCH SCHEME FOR BEDFORDSHIRE

Members were previously provided with supporting papers for this item, and were introduced to Sergeant Glennister of Bedfordshire Police.  A short video was shown on a news item on the Street Watch Scheme.  The Scheme was started in a Hampshire town where there was a disproportionate fear of antisocial behaviour in the town.  Residents had called a meeting and wanted to set up a vigilante group to deal with the problem.  The Police stepped in to prevent such a group being formed and suggested that there might be something that the residents could do themselves as the Police weren’t able to deal with all their calls on the matter and there wouldn’t be any more Police Officers available.  The residents were encouraged to work together and a group was set up to engage with the young people of the town, and to be a visible presence.  If they see an incident of a criminal nature taking place they are to call the Police and not intervene.  This is a nationally recognised scheme, set up by an independent organisation, and will be endorsed by the Government.  Bedfordshire Police have identified Stotfold as an ideal place for the Scheme as there is a high number of antisocial behaviour incidents and there is a good community spirit.  Bedfordshire Police has recently signed up to the scheme and they will be providing the insurance for volunteers aged between 18 to 75 years.  The scheme is open to everyone and teaches good citizenship.  The Stotfold scheme needs eight people to commit two hours per month.  They must have their own mobile phone and will only be permitted to go around the town in pairs.  There will be a duty planning sheet (calendar) and they can put their name down to work a particular shift and an area, if they have another volunteer to pair with they can go out, if they don’t they won’t be permitted to go out on their own.  It is a self tasking group and they will be feeding the Police information on problems in the area.  There will be a vetting procedure, and members will be checked to the volunteer level of CRB check.

Sergeant Glennister advised that a meeting is being held on Monday 10th May 2010, 7pm at St Mary’s Lower School where a full presentation will be given and an opportunity for people to sign up to the scheme.  He confirmed that this is not policing on the cheap, it is all about developing a greater community spirit.


The Chairman and Members thanked Sergeant Glennister for his informative presentation, and it was:




Resolved that this Council supports the Street Watch Scheme for Stotfold.

8548.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Mr Haskell

Asked Sergeant Glennister if the Street Watch meeting on the 10th had been publicised, and it was confirmed that a letter drop has been carried out, posters are being displayed, and there will be an article in the Stotfold News.  The Clerk confirmed that she would advertise it on the Council’s website.


PC Needham and Sergeant Glennister left the meeting at this point.


Glenn Rickwood

Queried the colour of the newly installed youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field, and felt that it should be painted green or something less intrusive as the current red and blue.  The Clerk advised that the project to provide the shelter was not a Town Council project and that it was entirely the work of the young people of Stotfold, with the assistance of a Youth Worker, and that they had chosen whether or not to have Bluetooth, lighting, and the colour scheme.  The Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will bear in mind Mr Rickwood’s point when it comes to needing to repaint the shelter in the future.

8549.
FORMATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

The Establishment Committee is made up of the Chairmen of Committees, Chairman of the Council, Vice-Chairman of the Council, plus two Members.

Councillors Hayes, Saunders and Smith were proposed and seconded to serve as the two additional Members on the Establishment Committee.  A paper ballot vote was taken and it was:

Resolved that Councillors Hayes and Saunders serve on the Establishment Committee.  The Establishment Committee will therefore be made up of Councillors Collier, Cooper, Mrs Bundock, Mrs Cooper, Hayes, Mrs Hyde and Saunders (7).

8550.
TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH APRIL 2010

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th April 2010, having been previously circulated to Members, were taken as read and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th April 2010 be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


With regard to minute 8524 – Report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor, notification had been received from the Clerk to the Governing Body at Etonbury School to confirm that the reason for Mr Mitchell leaving the school is that he is retiring at the end of this academic year, and that the Governors have wished him a long and happy retirement.


MATTERS ARISING

8551.
Report from representative of Bedfordshire Constabulary (see minute 8410-02/12/09)

A response has been received following our complaint regarding the new style of crime report which don’t give monthly details specifically for our area.  Chief Inspector Waring advises that following a number of other enquiries from Town and Parish Councils he has now tried to put in place a mechanism to ensure meaningful provision of information to Councillors.  The Home Office have introduced a national system of Crime Mapping which is available on the internet and takes crime data down to neighbourhood level.  To supplement this initiative, when a Neighbourhood Constable or PCSO in Central Bedfordshire attends a formal meeting they are expected to provide, as a minimum, a verbal interpretation of local data down to either the Town or Parish, and in the case of larger Towns this will be to a lower level, but in keeping with the Data Protection Act it is unlikely to be at street level.  Chief Inspector Waring advises that he is unable to commit resources to routinely provide data to a lower level to each Town and Parish Council, and much prefers individual officers to attend meetings to regularly report and enter dialogue.  In terms of attendance at formal meetings, he would expect a personal visit from an officer once a quarter at a Town or Parish Council meeting.  If this is not achieved, he would like to be advised in order that he can offer an explanation and take remedial action.


The Clerk advised that she would query the wording used by Chief Inspector Waring regarding the Data Protection Act, and ask for clarification on which part of the Act prevents the Police from giving street level crime reports.  Following advice from a Member that Acting Inspector Lisa Johnson has advised that all Beat Managers are supposed to change their rotas to enable them to attend Council meetings, the Clerk will also ask for clarification on which is correct, once a quarter attendance, or Acting Inspector Johnson’s statement that they should attend all meetings.
8552.
Report on Community Leisure Centre Project (see minute 8516-07/04/10)

A meeting between the Central Beds Portfolio Holder, Head of Leisure, Project Manager for the Leisure Centre Project, Councillor Collier and the Clerk will take place on Tuesday 4th May 2010, and a date for a Special Council meeting on this matter will be confirmed at this Council meeting.

8553.
Notification of changes to bus service 90 (see minute 8528-07/04/10)

Our response and suggestions regarding the Central Beds notification of revision to Stotfold – Arlesey Taxibus Service 90 have been forwarded to Simon Ayres, Public Transport Manager.

8554.
Recently renegotiated Section 106 Agreement for Land South of Stotfold development (see minute 8530-07/04/10)

A copy of the renegotiated S106 Agreement has been obtained, and the Clerk is putting together a report on the changes, to be presented to the Town Enhancement Committee.

CORRESPONDENCE

8555.
Bedfordshire & Luton Fire & Rescue Service – Community Risk Management Plan 2010 – 2013

Attached is a copy of a public consultation paper and questionnaire on the above document.  Members are asked to forward their responses to the Clerk by 24th May in order that responses can be collated and sent to the Fire & Rescue Service by 28th May deadline.

8556.
Central Bedfordshire Council – Town & Parish Council Conference

An invitation has been received for two members of the Council to attend the above conference taking place on Wednesday 9th June 2010 at 7.15pm at Chicksands.  Topics include: Financial Pressures – what do we face?, Growth Agenda & Economic Development in Central Bedfordshire, Town & Parish Councils…In the Spotlight.  There will also be an Open Forum as last year which is an opportunity to put a question to a panel of Council representatives on any issue regarding Central Beds Council operations.  The questions must be submitted in advance (please forward to the Clerk).  A copy of the agenda is available for Members.  Councillor Smith advised that he would like to attend, any other Member wishing to attend is to advise the Clerk.

8557.
Stotfold Parents Association – Festival Quiz 2010

An invitation has been received for this Council to enter a team of 4 people in the above quiz taking place on Monday 21st June at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.  Entry fee per team of £6, to include tea, coffee, and biscuits.  Councillor Cooper will be asked to arrange a team.


Councillor Mrs Bundock declared an interest in this item as she is a member of the Parents Association.

8558.
Stotfold District Guide Association – Annual General Meeting

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above AGM taking place on Tuesday 18th May at 6.45pm for 7.00pm at the Mossman Centre, Littlebury Close.  Councillor Saunders will be attending as the Mossman Centre representative, and Councillor Mrs Cooper advised that she would attend on behalf of the Council.

8559.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Street gave the following report:

· Advised that he is unable to get the Standing Orders for Central Bedfordshire Council as previously requested by Councillor Mrs Bundock, as he has been advised that if they are given out to Councils, they would be out of date in a short time as they are constantly changing.  He confirmed that they are available to view and download from the Central Bedfordshire Council website.  He confirmed that he is able to lend Councillor Mrs Bundock the current copy of the Standing Orders.

· Advised that Central Beds is well into the programme of substantial cuts of 20% set by the new Chief Executive.  Many staff and directorate have left and will be leaving shortly.  In the coming years there will be huge cuts in the public sector.  As the Government grant for Central Beds is fairly small, any future cuts won’t affect them as severely as other areas.

· Central Beds Councillors asked for a meeting with the Police as they were not happy with the levels of antisocial behaviour in the town, and the Street Watch scheme came out of this.  He felt that the Police presence in Stotfold has been almost non-existent over the last six months or so.

· With regard to the retirement of Mr Mitchell as Headteacher at Etonbury School, he confirmed that they have had a selection meeting, and will be holding another meeting of Governors tomorrow, but advised that no-one had been appointed for the post at this time.

· Advised that they are having problems with the admissions for St Mary’s Lower School again.  Last year they managed to accommodate the 10 oversubscribed pupils in schools elsewhere, however this year there are 9 pupils who are not able to get into St Mary’s School.  Most of them have been offered a place at Roecroft Lower School, and some at a school in Arlesey.  He is arranging a meeting with the officer responsible for admissions, but advised that they are limited in what they can do as Roecroft will be where the capacity will be in the future with 300 places.  He confirmed that the newly relocated Roecroft School will be open in September of next year and has been assured that there will be no slippages.  He is hopeful that there will be plenty of pupil places.  Concern was expressed by a Member of the catchment area for St Mary’s School with the potential new areas for development in the town.  The Town Council has been working hard regarding the school place problems and is not getting any satisfactory answers from Central Beds.  The reason Roecroft School is increasing in size is to cater for the new housing on the Land South of Stotfold development, and there is no way the relocated school can accommodate pupils from other developments in the town.  It was suggested that Central Beds need to do some serious forward planning regarding school places for Stotfold.
· A query was raised over the response received from Chris Mollart-Griffin of Central Beds advising on the route of the cycleway along Hitchin Road and how much of the route will be off road on grass verges.  The provision of a cycleway on High Street was also queried, and Councillor Street advised that he would check on these matters.
· Following a query as to whether Central Beds Council has any input into the East of England Regional Development Agency, particularly as they are disbanding and reappearing as another body, Councillor Street advised that Councillors Richard Stay and Tricia Turner where the appropriate persons and he would contact them to find out more information on the matter.

8560.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Mrs Wilding gave the following report on the Community Safety Group:

· Advised that the group was dwindling in numbers and support.  Fay Reid has been unwell and has been unable to put in what she has done in the past.  John and Anne Talbot are doing good work, Youth Worker Nicola King, PCSOs and Linda Wilding all contribute to the group.  The AGM is taking place next week and it is looking like they may have to fold due to a lack of support.  Members of the Council were invited to attend the AGM and Councillor Mrs Wilding can provide further details of the meeting to those interested in attending.  The group have appealed to residents via the Stotfold News for the last three months, with no response.  She suggested that it may be possible for the CSG and the Street Watch Scheme to combine their work.

8561.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

The Chairman advised that he and the Clerk had attended a meeting at Chicksands, with Councillor David McVicar Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Culture, Councillor Mrs Christina Turner Assistant Portfolio Holder, Jill Dickinson Head of Leisure Services, and Adrian Lear Leisure Services and Project Manager for the Leisure Centre Project.  The Chairman and Clerk were expecting to receive a copy of the report with options for the project, as promised.  They were advised that the capital programme for this year has had to be cut by £12million.  Various departments have been asked to make cuts from their capital programmes, some of those things will be put back into a later year, but the Chairman felt that this may have an affect on other things in later years.  Those present wouldn’t be drawn on whether the leisure centre project money would stay in 2012/2013 financial year or move.  Councillor McVicar felt that the situation would improve in a few years time, but this does depend on what happens with the forthcoming elections.  The Central Beds finance team are putting together a view of the capital programme for the Executive meeting in September, and this will go to their full Council in October.  At that stage we should be able to see what affect this will have on the funding.  The Chairman advised that after the meeting he discussed with Councillor Mrs Turner the possibility of fencing the area and grassing it over to provide recreation space, and using the Section 106 monies due, without using the Central Beds grant.

It was proposed that this Council holds a Special Meeting on this matter, and the Clerk puts together details on the current finances of the project to show where we stand.  


Resolved that a Special Meeting of the Council is held to discuss the leisure centre project.  The Clerk is to put together details of the monies available to the Council, not including the Central Beds grant, and is to try to establish an estimate sale price for Roker Park.  Phil Pateman of the Football Club is to be invited to the meeting to give the Club’s view on costs, etc.

8562.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING COURSE HELD ON 27TH APRIL 2010, ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS MRS BUNDOCK, MRS CLAREY, MRS COOPER, COOPER AND MRS HYDE

Councillor Mrs Cooper gave the following report:

· The first part of the evening was lead by Barbara Morris.  The first few slides on the power point presentation were the legislation details that the Code of Conduct covers.  They were asked to chosen the ten general principle of public life from a total of thirty.  Later slides indicated when a declaration of interest was appropriate at a meeting, and also on the register of interests.  Those can include if you are on an outside body, e.g. Housing Association, School Governor, Health Authority Forum, Rotary member, a Mason, any sports clubs, guides, scouts, political party member, trade union member, charities you belong to, e.g. Teasel, RSPB, Wildlife Trust, CPRE member.  You must also declare if you receive payment from your authority for work or services, e.g. cutting church grass; any hospitality over £25 for meals, flowers or drinks; land you own or have a beneficial interest in, and any allotment you may rent.  Declaration of interest at meetings regarding family members who may have put in a planning application is far reaching, and one member suggested ‘anyone you might put on your family tree’, plus partners’ families and step-families.  Any members of the public who serve on sub-committees are also bound by the Code of Conduct and must also fill in the register of interest form.

· Where discussion is to take place and you declare an interest is it often in your best interest to declare your stated interest to the Chairman of the meeting, speak if you feel it is appropriate and then to not vote on the issue, or to withdraw from the meeting after you have spoken and until a vote has been taken.  Always be ‘open’ to your fellow Councillors and the members of the public present at a meeting regarding interests.  Comprehensive advice notes were given and will be copied to all Councillors.

· The second half of the evening was a workshop session with groups being asked to fill in the register of interest for a hypothetical Councillor Martin.

· In conclusion we should note that all authorities must have a monitoring officer.  All Councillors must sign the Code of Conduct.  All registers of interest should be held for at least twelve months after Councillors have been re-elected, or stood down at an election, should the information be needed.  The Code of Conduct is due to be reviewed in October.

8563.
CONSULTATION ON PREFERRED GYPSY AND TRAVELLER SITES (DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT) DPD
 
Members were previously circulated a list of sites in the current consultation and were asked to consider making a response.


Resolved that no response is made by this Council to the current Gypsy and Traveller Site DPD consultation.

8564.
TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL BY COUNCILLOR STOTER: ‘THIS COUNCIL SUPPORTS, IN PRINCIPLE, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF STOTFOLD COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS AND ASKS THE ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ITS IMPLEMENTATION, REPORTING BACK TO FULL COUNCIL WITH A DETAILED PROPOSAL’


A copy of Councillor Stoter’s proposal and supporting notes were previously provided for Members.


Resolved that this Council supports, in principle, the establishment of Stotfold Community Service Awards and asks the Establishment Committee to consider its implantation, reporting back to full Council with a detailed proposal.
8565.
TO APPROVE THE UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

This was recommended by the Establishment Committee on 24th March 2010, and was adjourned from the last Council meeting.  Members were previously provided with a copy of the recommended updated Financial Regulations.


Resolved that the updated Financial Regulations are adopted and dated accordingly.
8566.
TO APPROVE THE AMENDED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

The amended Terms of Reference were previously provided to Members with the last Town Enhancement minutes.  As the Terms of Reference form part of the Council’s Standing Orders, this item will stand adjourned without discussion until the June Council meeting.
8567.
TO APPROVE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE TOWN ENHANCEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE ‘TOWN PLAN ACTION IMPLEMENTATION GROUP’

The Terms of Reference were previously provided to Members with the last Town Enhancement minutes.  As the Terms of Reference form part of the Council’s Standing Orders, this item will stand adjourned without discussion until the June Council meeting.

8568.
TO APPROVE THE SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR THE PERIOD MAY 2010 TO MARCH 2011 


A copy of the schedule of meetings was previously circulated to Members.


Resolved that the schedule of meetings for the period May 2010 to March 2011 be approved.

8569.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR APRIL 2010

Members were provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for March 2010 at the meeting, they were given time to read them and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8570.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR APRIL 2010, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END APRIL 2010

Members were advised that there was no income and expenditure record for April as the Assistant Clerk had been off ill for a few weeks.  Copies of the bank balances as at end March 2010 were provided to Members at the meeting, they were given time to read them and it was:

Resolved that the bank balances as at end April 2010 be noted.  

8571.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


14th April 2010



Councillor Mrs Wilding asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th April 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Wilding then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th April 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.


28th April 2010

Councillor Mrs Wilding asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Wilding then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8572.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th March 2010.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 14th March 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8573.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st April 2010.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:


Minute 2036, wording should read ‘There were no members of the public present’.

Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 21st April 2010.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.
8574.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 2010.


The minutes were carried with the following amendments:

Minute 306, wording in first resolution to read ‘It has been mooted by a member of public …’.


Minute 306, wording in second resolution to read ‘…ask Fearnhill and The Highfield ….’

Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 2010.


Members considered the recommendations from minute 303:

· That the amended Terms of Reference for the Town Enhancement Committee, as appended, are approved.
· That the Terms of Reference for the Town Plan Action Implementation Group, as appended, are approved.
· That the relevant Committees take on the actions identified in the Plan for their Committee (previously circulated to Members), an update the Monitoring Sheets as appropriate for the information of the Implementation Group.  Central Beds Council service provider comments will be forwarded to the appropriate Committee for information.

The recommendations were resolved with the exception of the first two bullet points which were dealt with elsewhere in the meeting and the minutes were then carried.

8575.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Mr Haskell

Referred to the report from Scott, White and Hookins, for the recent Roker Park planning application which referred to footways and cycleways around Stotfold, and was damming evidence of their poor condition.  He felt this was something the Council should look into more.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.51pm
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