MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY 2010 AT 7.52PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs S Bundock (Chairman)






Mrs A Clarey


A Cooper






Mrs M Cooper


Mrs D Haslett-Saunders






S Hayes


D Savill

Also Present:



The Clerk

3111.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Collier (holiday).

3112.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.


MATTERS ARISING

3113.
Consider estimates for financial year 2010/2011 (see minute 3098-17/04/10)

No response has been received from the electricity company regarding the supply of non-heating electricity in the Simpson Centre.  Therefore, as agreed at the previous meeting, no further action will be taken on the matter.

3114.
Request for storage at Memorial Hall (see minute 3104-14/04/10)

Stotfold’s Children Centre has advised that they will be using an alternative venue for their Stay and Play sessions.

3115.
Purchase of stacking tables for Council Chamber (see minute 3105-14/04/10)

8 new stackable tables have been ordered at £331 plus vat from Hertfordshire County Supplies.  The Stotfold Scouts may wish to take the old tables.

3116.
CORRESPONDENCE & CLERK’S INFORMATION

No correspondence received.  For information, Harrisons Security has installed the CCTV system at the Memorial Hall, as per their quote.  Total cost, including necessary electrical wiring £2,825.

3117.
MEMORIAL HALL AND SIMPSON CENTRE WALKABOUT

Members were asked to consider issued raised on the Memorial Hall and Simpson Centre walkabout which took place prior to the start of this meeting.


Members felt that the Memorial Hall and Simpson Centre are both in good shape overall.  

Resolved that the following works to the Memorial Hall and Simpson Centre are carried out:


Memorial Hall

There is no major decorating required in the Memorial Hall, except in the bar extension and main hall where the wall below the dado rail needs painting.  The entry hall and toilets also need painting.  There are a few small jobs for Mr Summerfield for outside the building, and one of the double glazing window units has blown but was not felt a high priority at this time.  Hazard strips are required on the steps to the side of the stage.  The curtains in the gent’s toilets need washing.



Simpson Centre

The panels beneath the windows in the Council Chamber need repainting, and touch up paint work in the entry hall.  The kitchen requires a complete repaint.  The meter cupboard door at the rear of the building requires washing, or repainting if necessary, and the yellow hazard lines outside the building need repainting.  The leaking trap unit under the kitchen sink needs replacing.

Members agreed to move the agenda item relating to the Memorial Hall gent’s toilet to this point.

3118.
MEMORIAL HALL GENT’S TOILET

Members were advised that the plumber Mark Thomas had visited the gent’s toilet in the Memorial Hall and confirmed that the urinal is now working properly and is not leaking.  With regard to a query over whether it was possible to replace the old cistern, he wasn’t sure that we would be able to get one now which would fit.  He was asked to provide a price for a sensor system for the urinal flush so that it does not flush overnight when the building is not in use.  Terry Seymour would need to quote for the required electrical works.  Mr Thomas advised that the cistern and urinal should be left in place, making sure that it is well sealed, then box in the cistern and wall with melamine, leaving a panel in front of the cistern for maintenance access.  This would tidy up the wall without having to re-tile, and the old tiles could remain in place.  Members agreed that they would consider whether to revamp the gent’s toilets completely when considering next year’s budgets.

3119.
ROLLING PLAN 2010/2011

Members were asked to consider the programme of work from the Rolling Plan for 2010/2011 and review the programme in terms of priorities.


Resolved that the following items have been identified as main priorities for this year, and quotes are to be sought:


Memorial Hall – Gent’s toilet
· Mark Thomas is to provide a quote for a urinal flush sensor

· Terry Seymour is to provide a quote for associated electrical work

· Stuart Brock and Peter Drewett are to provide a quote for the boxing in work, and facing with melamine

Memorial Hall – painting
· Mick Palmer is to provide a quote to paint below the dado rail in the main hall, bar extension below dado rail, complete repaint of the entry hall, ladies and gent’s toilets.  Painting in gent’s toilet is to take place after boxing out work complete.  Paint to be used is as per the decorating specification (eggshell).

Memorial Hall – other
· Mr Summerfield is to fix hazard tape to the steps at the side of the stage

· Mrs Clark is to wash the curtains in the gent’s toilet



Simpson Centre - painting
· Mick Palmer is to provide a quote to paint below the window level in the Council Chamber, touch up paint in the entry hall, and board above reception counter, and complete repaint in the kitchen.

Simpson Centre – other
· Ian Summerfield to wash the door to the meter cupboard at the rear of the Simpson Centre, or repaint if necessary.

· Mark Thomas is to replace the leaking trap unit under the kitchen sink.

3120.
MEMORIAL HALL AUGUST SHUTDOWN

Members were asked to confirm the dates for the August shutdown of the Memorial Hall as Saturday 31st July to Saturday 14th August 2010.


Resolved that the August shutdown of the Memorial Hall will be Saturday 31st July to Saturday 14th August 2010 (inclusive), and hirers are to be advised that it is not available during this period.  Works to the Memorial Hall identified in the previous agenda item are to be carried out during this period, where possible.

3121.
SIMPSON CENTRE – COUNCIL CHAMBER HIRING RATES

Members were asked to consider a request by the adult education team for a reduced rate for their hire of the Council Chamber for their courses running from September.  They are currently charged £18 for a three hour session, but only use it for 2 hours.  They ask if they could pay £12 for the 2 hours instead of £18.


Resolved that the adult education team are advised that the hiring sessions for the Council Chamber are for a maximum of three hours, which include time to set up and clear away, and therefore they are entitled to use up to the three hours they are paying for.  The Committee do not wish to reduce the hiring sessions to hourly rates.

 3122.
LAND REGISTRY

Members were asked to consider spending £550 on the application to register the Memorial Hall with the Land Registry, with funds from the Buildings General – Maintenance budget.  The Simpson Centre is already registered, Title number BD18840.  Papers are kept by Brignalls Balderstone and Warren Solicitors.


After giving the matter due consideration it was:


Resolved that £550 is spent on registering the Memorial Hall with the Land Registry.  As a large amount of maintenance work is taking place during this financial year, funds are to come from the Committee’s Earmarked Reserves rather than maintenance budget.

3123.
TOWN PLAN ACTION POINTS

Members were asked to consider the Town Plan Action Points identified as being relevant to this Committee – highlighted in bold only:


‘9.2 Monitor provision of a community building and new shop at north end of the Land South of Stotfold development.  Engage with local developers, local Councillors and Central Bedfordshire Council planning officers to consider how a more cohesive town centre might be delivered.’


As there has been a recent change of staff with the two developers on the site, it is now time to re-start discussions and to re-address where we were previously – waiting for plans from the developers for a community building to the specification desired by the Town Council.


Resolved that discussions are re-started with developers and planners at Central Beds Council, pursuing the plans for a community building to the specification desired by the Town Council.

3124.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Members were advised that since the hedge at the front/side of the Memorial Hall has been lowered, the CCTV to the side and rear has been installed and the metal pipe covers have been erected, there has been a significant reduction in loitering around the building.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.45pm
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