MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7.50PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs S Bundock (Chairman)






Mrs A Clarey


A Cooper






Mrs M Cooper


S Hayes






D Savill

Also present:



The Clerk

3159.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Collier and Mrs Haslett-Saunders.

3160.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3161.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

3162.
Budget & reserves update (see minute 3148-15/09/10)

A hirer feedback form has been drawn up and viewed by the Chairman, it will now be forwarded to those hiring the hall and who have recently stopped.  The Clerk will report back once sufficient information is received to be able to identify reasons for lower usage this year.

3163.
Identified works (see minute 3149-15/09/10)

Works identified from the September meeting have been carried out.  It appears that the hot water pressure overflow pipe which was sealed some years ago is now leaking inside the Simpson Centre kitchen wall cavity.  Mark Thomas Plumber has quoted £140 to fix the problem.

3164.
Estimates (see minute 3157-20/09/10)

The Clerk confirmed that the estimate figure for Simpson Centre water is correct as it was worked on actual amounts used.  The PHS sanitary boxes are coded to the maintenance budget and there will be sufficient in next year’s budget to cover.
3165.
CORRESPONDENCE

None to report.
3166.
UPDATE ON WORKS DONE/PURCHASES
· Stuart Brock has completed boxing in works in the Gent’s toilet in the Memorial Hall.  Although the quote to tile the surface was accepted, he in fact provided a melamine box in surface at the lower quoted price of £395.  Members were shown photos of the finished work.
3167.
EXECUTIVE ACTION FOR SIMPSON CENTRE TOILET

Members were asked to approve executive action taken by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to replace the toilet in the Simpson Centre lower wing, as the previous cistern was broken and unfixable.  Work carried out by Mark Thomas Plumber £300.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in replacing the Simpson Centre toilet at £300 is approved.

3168.
REQUEST FOR FREE LET OF MEMORIAL HALL

Members were asked to consider a request for a free let for a line dancing fund raising event for the Help for Heroes charity in February 2011.  The Charity has confirmed that they have details of the event.  The organiser proposes to hold a raffle and accept donations from local businesses.  Attendance will be by ticket only.  Those attending will bring their own refreshments.  Our Lettings Policy states:  Free lets will only be granted for non-commercial, educational, cultural or charitable purposes where no compulsory admission charge is made and where all profits from the event benefit the community of Stotfold.  A free let will be given for all events organised as part of the Stotfold Festival Week and featured in the programme stating where all monies raised benefit the community.

Resolved that the request is refused.  Although it is agreed that this is a laudable, high profile charity, it is not of particular benefit to Stotfold and has a much wider remit.  It is also against the terms of our Lettings Policy for free lets, which states that no compulsory admission may be charged.

3169.
OUTSTANDING HIRE CHARGES

Members were asked to consider taking any further action to recover outstanding funds from former hall hirer, Janie Bitmead.  The Court had previously agreed with Ms Bitmead a repayment schedule, against which she only made four payments, despite chasing phone calls and letters.  The outstanding total is £493.  Options are to write off the debt or to instruct bailiffs to attempt to recover outstanding monies, which will cost an additional £100 fee.


Resolved that bailiffs are instructed to attempt to recover the outstanding monies owed by Ms Bitmead.

3170.
COMMUNITY BUILDING UPDATE

The Clerk has been chasing for sight of the plans for the Community Building at the Land South of Stotfold development.  The developer has confirmed that their architect has completed the plans, which have been forwarded to Central Beds Planners to confirm that it meets the Section 106 Agreement requirements.  Once this is confirmed they ‘will engage with the Council in order to agree what amendments may be accommodated’.  A special meeting of the Committee will be held once the required information is received.  The Clerk will continue to chase.


Resolved that a timeline of events is given to Alistair Burt MP to show what has happened, where we are now and what we need to do.  This is to be copied to our Central Beds Councillors. 

3171.
CONSIDER FURTHER WORKS REQURIED

Members were advised that the Buildings General - Maintenance budget available previously advised is incorrect and should be credited with £2,300 which has been incorrectly coded to this budget line.  Members discussed possible required works and it was:

Resolved
· That the quote from Mark Thomas Plumber of £140 to fix the hot water pressure overflow in the kitchen is accepted.

· The curtains in the Memorial Hall gent’s toilet are to be washed, or replaced from a charity shop if not improved.

3172.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Mr Summerfield will be reminded to erect the Christmas decorations on the Memorial Hall canopy.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.30pm

CHAIRMAN
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