MINUTES OF THE STOTFOLD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, STOTFOLD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH 2007 COMMENCING AT 7.30PM

Councillors present:
B Saunders (Chairman)




Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey




B Collier


Mrs M Cooper






A Cooper


S Hayes




Mrs J Hyde


Mrs L Lewin




D Savill


M Smith




Mrs C Turner


Mrs L Wilding

In attendance:

Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk - Stotfold Town Council




P.C. Paul Ryan – Bedfordshire Police 




Jemma MacDonald – Bedfordshire Association of Parish & Town Councils




District/County Councillors Saunders and Street




68 electors who recorded their names

Councillor Saunders welcomed everyone to the 2007 meeting and introduced those on the top table. 

581.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Grant and Hyde.

582.
NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING

The Clerk then read the notice convening the meeting.

583.
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH 2006

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd March 2006 were circulated to Electors prior to the commencement of the meeting.


The minutes were then taken as read prior to them being confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.


MATTERS ARISING

584. Parking at Coppice Mead (see minute 574)

Mr Clarey of 25 Hazel grove enquired as to whether any further action was to be taken in regard to the parking problems discussed at last years ATM as this was still a recurring problem.

P C Ryan advised that he would look into the matter of using fixed penalty notices for those who re-offend.

585. Tree Preservation Orders (see minute 579)

It is confirmed that permanent Tree Preservation Orders have been placed on two yew trees – ref G1, and one oak and one yew tree – ref G2 at 69 The Green, following the placing of temporary Tree Preservation Orders.

586. STOTFOLD RELIEF IN NEED CHARITIES ACCOUNT

A copy of the report was circulated to Electors.


Councillor Mrs Hyde read the report on behalf of Mr R Baines.  She explained that there were three benefactors – Jane Brooks, William Field and Octavious Roe, who left money in trust to be administered by the Parochial Church Council for the people of Stotfold. She advised that there were initially 8 charities, 5 of which are now defunct, 3 of which own land of which 2 bring in income of approximately £200 per annum, the other being allotment land comprising of 8 acres in Common Road. It was explained that the town was very short of allotment space and had a large waiting list and it may be possible to offer the Common Road land to cater for this. Discussions are currently being held to amalgamate these charities.  


Mr George 24 Vaughan Road
Asked if the almshouses in the town are still in the ownership of the charities, and was advised that they are in operation and are administered by the Church. All income received from these has to go back into the upkeep of the almshouses and they are currently having their gas central heating system upgraded, with assisted funding from Mid Beds District Council.

587. REPORT ON PRECEPT 2007/2008

A copy of the report as appended to these Minutes was copied to Electors.

588. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

A copy of the report as appended to these Minutes was copied to Electors.

589. GUEST SPEAKER: JEMMA MACDONALD OF BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS ON THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS AND THE ROLE OF YOUR COUNCIL

Councillor Saunders introduced Jemma MacDonald of the Bedfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils (BAPTC).


Jemma MacDonald outlined the role of the BAPTC and explained that Parish and Town Councils paid a small annual fee to become a member of the Association, which forms a lobbying body.


She stated that the purpose of her presentation was to explain the role of Parish and Town Councils in general, explain what this Council does, and also how you become a Town Councillor. She advised that there are 10,000 Councils throughout the England and Wales and that legislation is set by Central Government. Parish and Town Councils are the first tier of Local Authority and serves the people by providing services appropriate to the need and expectations where it is legally empowered.


Bedfordshire is made up of District, Town and Parish Councils, who all work together with other statutory bodies.  The majority of Town Council income is obtained through the Precept, which is collected for them by the District Council by way of Council Tax bills.  Town Councils deal with various matters such as youth projects, affordable housing, road safety, provision of recreation areas, crime prevention, planning enquiries, allotments, etc.  


She outlined three case studies in Lincolnshire, Wiltshire and Warwickshire where Councils had put in place community projects, which showed that led by Town Councils they do and can have an important part to play in making changes and improvements with the help and involvement of the community and obtaining grant funding.                             


Jemma MacDonald then introduced Town Councillor Brian Collier to give a short presentation on Stotfold Town Council, who outlined the administration of the office, the Council and its Committees.


Administration of the Town Council Office


Kate Elliott-Turner is the Town Clerk and is responsible for everything the Council does – legally and financially; Sally Everett is the Deputy Clerk and is in charge of day to day administration of facilities and organising the front office; Julie Barrow is the Administration Assistant and is the first point of contact for the public by telephone and public contact.

Committee Structure

Councillor Collier explained that Agendas giving notice of a meeting and items to be discussed were circulated to all Council Members but only Members who are on a Committee could vote at that Committee meeting, but all Councillors can be present. If there is a full debate Members can speak more than once on that item.  Recommendations made by the Committee will then go to full Council for ratification, but can at that point be amended. Members of the public are allowed to speak but there are rules pertaining to this.  Councillor Collier then went on to give further detail on the individual Committees.


-
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee is responsible for the

Millennium Green, Bowling Green, Hitchin Road Recreation Ground, Brook Street Car Park, The Green, Riverside Playing Field, the Multi Use Games Area and any street lights belonging to the Town Council.

-
Planning Committee


The Town Council is a consultee only in the planning process, and once we receive a planning application we have 21 days in which to make comments.  This unfortunately means that details of applications to be discussed at planning committee meetings cannot be put in the town magazine due to the time constraints.  The District Council will display details of a planning application in the immediate local area, usually on the nearest lamp post and letters are sent to neighbours, who again have to respond to the District Council with comments within the 21 days.  The District Council then has eight weeks in which to turn around planning applications, although major applications can take years.  Town Council Members sit on the Committee as individuals and make decisions on what they consider to be best for the town.  The planning committee has the power to determine a response to go to the District Council as a resolution.

-
Cemetery Management Committee


This Committee meets intermittently at the Cemetery from Spring through to Autumn and carries out a walkabout followed by a meeting on site.  Councillor Collier explained that details of all graves at the Cemetery are available on the Town Council’s website and thanked Councillor Alan Cooper for his hard work in producing this.

· Buildings Management Committee

This Committee deals with the general running, maintenance and safety policies of the Simpson Centre, the Library building and Memorial Hall which, has recently undergone a refurbishment funded by a grant from WREN.

-

Establishment Committee


This Committee deals with administration matters and is made up of Chairmen of all Committees, plus two other Members.  The Establishment Committee covers Finances, Standing Orders, and Term’s of Reference for Committees, Precept figure, Staff and the Community Leisure Project Board also reports to this committee and full Council.

-
Town Enhancement Committee


Deals with drawing up proposals for long term strategic planning for Stotfold by 2020/25.

-
Full Council


This is a formal body.  At meetings Members are only permitted to speak on an item once.  Reports are received from the Police, District Councillors and County Councillors on matters relating to Stotfold.  Reports are also received from Members on outside bodies such as the Problem Solving Group who focus on problems in the town regarding youths.  Full Council considers recommendations from Committees.  Members of the public have the opportunity to speak during full Council meetings at two sections, but the Chairman or Clerk must be notified prior to the meeting of their wish to speak.  They are then allowed to speak for up to three minutes before Members go on to discuss the item. 


Jemma MacDonald thanked Councillor Collier for his presentation on Stotfold Town Council.  She then briefly explained the recent Rural White Paper which was published in October 2006 – Strong and Prosperous Communities, and stressed the importance of Town Councils advising that legislation will follow to enhance and confirm the powers of local councils. 


She explained that local Council elections are held every four years, and an election will be held in May of this year.


The qualifications for candidature were listed as:


-
must be aged 18 or over.  This has recently been reduced from 21.

-

must be a British subject, Citizen of the Irish Republic or a citizen of a member state of the European Union.


-
must be registered as an elector for the Parish, or 


-
must have lived or worked in the Parish during the previous twelve months.


Jemma MacDonald explained that becoming a Member of the Council can be an enjoyable way of contributing to your community and helping to make a better place to live and work


She advised that Stotfold has Quality Town Status a scheme that was launched in June 2003 to provide a benchmark minimum standard for Parish and Town Councils, to achieve this they have to meet 7 quality tests. 



A questions and answer session then took place:


Faye Reid - 4 Heron Way


What are the requirements for gaining Quality Status?


Jemma MacDonald advised that the Town Council needed to have a qualified Clerk, display notices of meetings correctly, produce minutes of meetings held, produce frequent newsletters, have transparent financial records, pass audit every year and meet the election requirements.


Bob Hedley – 15 The Coppens


Will the increase of population in the town from developments such as Fairfield increase the powers of the Town Council?


Jemma MacDonald advised that it wouldn’t increase their powers, but an increase in population would allow the Council to increase their Precept.  Also, the District Council can choose to increase the number of seats on the Town Council to give greater representation.


Malcolm Smith – Ivy Lodge, High Street


The Town Council can provide services which they are legally empowered to provide, however, can they raise the taxes to provide services which they are not legally empowered to provide, for example, funding for Police cover?


Jemma MacDonald advised that Council’s are entitled to do so, if there is a particular problem in the area.


Councillor Collier advised that it was a requirement of the Home Office to pay for extra PCSO cover, which was additional to the monies received for the police part of the Council Tax.


Mr George - 24 Vaughan Road


Mr George queried the statement that Councillors can be members of the European State.


Jemma MacDonald advised that as we were members of the European Union, and as long as they are residents of Stotfold and are on the electoral role they can vote and become Councillors.


Councillor Saunders then thanked Jemma for her comprehensive and interesting presentation.

590. ANNUAL POLICE REPORT FROM P.C. PAUL RYAN

P.C. Paul Ryan introduced himself and explained that he had been in the force for 5 years, 2 ½ of those were spent in the Metropolitan Police and since then has carried out duties within Bedfordshire.


P.C. Ryan outlined the last 6 months crime reports.  The total number of recorded crime in September was, 32, October – 59, November – 66, December – 62, January – 33 and February – 35.  Most of the crimes reported were criminal damage.  The identification of troublesome youths in the area is still ongoing, and an intelligence operation was carried out before the Christmas period to gather names and addresses.  As a result 5 youths have signed up to an Acceptable Behaviour Order (ABC).  This was carried out in front of the Police, Mid Beds District Council and Aragon Housing, and is a 6 months voluntary arrangement.  If the conditions are broken, an Anti Social Behaviour Order (ASBO) can be applied for, and if this is breached, the youth can be arrested and sentenced.  A letter drop was carried out in the crime hotspots in Stotfold,  by Nick Battams of Bedfordshire Police and Graham Caves of Mid Beds District Council, and as a result, statements are now being gathered in regard to criminal activities. P.C. Ryan advised that an ASBO is being applied for one youth and should hopefully be in place by the end of April.  He also advised that PCSO Mark Pearson has now started in Stotfold, but was unfortunately on his rest day so was unable to attend the meeting.  P.C. Ryan stated that at present Stotfold’s Police response was from Ampthill, but would hopefully change to Biggleswade in April of this year. 


A question and answer session then took place:


Resident from Heron Way


The resident pointed out that pavements were for pedestrians, but that recently he had recently counted 25 vehicles parked on the pavements on Hitchin Road.  This prevented mobility scooters, prams, wheelchairs, etc from using the pavements forcing them into the road.


P.C. Ryan advised that if a vehicle is causing an obstruction an advisory notice can be affixed to it, or a fixed penalty notice for a £30 fine may be issued.  He pointed out that he will shortly be focusing on the parking problems in the town, and advised that he was speed camera trained, so will also deal with that issue.


Mark Draper – 2 High Street


Mr Draper pointed out that as Chairman of the Community Safety Group; he was disappointed with the recent Police changeover, but that the Council and other groups were working hard to try to resolve the problems within the town. He welcomed P.C. Ryan and PCSO Pearson, acknowledged that there was a lot to catch up on, and questioned where P.C. Ryan thought the situation would be six months down the line.


P.C. Ryan explained that he understands that Stotfold appears to feel abandoned by the Police due to the fact that the town was to come under Biggleswade in August of last year, but this did not happen, and the town therefore lost its Beat Manager and PCSO.  Some of the youths of the town got wind of this and appeared to take advantage of the situation, they now have forty names and addresses of local problem youths and they are aware that there has also been a large number of youths coming into Stotfold from other areas such as Arlesey, Henlow and Shefford, but this number is getting less now.  He explained that whilst every effort was being put in unfortunately this problem will not be solved overnight. He advised that the Police were working with a Salvation Army Youth Worker, who keeps the contact between the youth of the town and the Police and confirmed that both he and Mark Pearson work only for Stotfold.

Mr Hedley – 15 The Coppens


Can the Police cater for the expansion of the town’s population with the Fairfield and forthcoming developments?


P.C. Ryan explained that he is responsible for covering Fairfield now, and hopes that the Government will look at future investment in Police cover as a long term issue.


Lesley Lewin – 9 The Coppens


Mrs Lewin mentioned the speeding traffic on the A507 and the three abreast driving.  She advised that the Council had previously met with Highways regarding the flow control system on the roundabouts through to Shefford and questioned whether this information had been passed on from P.C. Saward, as he was also involved.


P.C. Ryan advised that he had not been passed the information, but will follow this up.


Pam Manfield – 34 Astwick Road


Pointed out the fact that the Aztec Logistics lorries appeared to be parking and driving illegally.


P.C. Ryan wasn’t aware of any problem at this time, as there were no HGV restrictions within the town but asked that if any resident had such an observation in the future, to inform the Council office who would pass the details on to him.  


Bill Cutler – 92 Hyde Avenue


Pointed out that parking on grass verges and pavements was ruining them, and also that during football matches at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground, some cars were parking illegally on the bus stop.


P.C. Ryan acknowledged that parking is an issue in Stotfold, and asked that residents take the car registration details to be passed on to him, and he will firstly have a word with the owner before taking any further action.


Marianne Myhill – 5 Queen Anne’s Close


The resident questioned what P.C. Ryan would do if someone was cycling on the pavement.


P.C. Ryan explained that he was able to give the cyclist a fixed penalty of £30, or he could just tell them off, which usually works.


Councillor Saunders advised those in attendance that the recent Aztec Logistics planning application had been turned down by District Council and was now in their hands to sort out.  With regard to the funding for PCSOs, he explained that this was a national situation and so that a loan was not taken out, the £12,000 required for the provision of 2 -PCSOs had gone on the local Precept.  This equates to 0.078p per week, per household.


He then thanked PC Ryan for attending and for the good job he was doing

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR

591. Mr Hicks – 33 High Street


Councillor Collier read out a letter from Mr Hicks regarding the Special Council meeting held in December about the proposed Community Leisure Centre and the expenditure for the project.  He questioned whether there would be enough visitors to the facility to break even and if there was found to be a shortfall, would it fall to the tax payers to make up the sum.


Councillor Collier advised that the same company who run the Flitwick and Biggleswade facilities will manage the Stotfold site, and that the Flitwick centre is currently making a profit.  He pointed out however, that any profits made must go back into the centre for improvements, decoration, etc.  He confirmed that if the facility did not make a profit, it would have to be met by the town, but it is anticipated that this will not happen.


Mr Hicks asked whether the facility would achieve the quoted 500 visits per day. 

Councillor Collier advised that the centre would be open from 7am to 10pm and research carried out by Mintel, who have researched the whole country looking at similar centres to the one proposed for Stotfold are happy with these figures.


Mr Hicks then questioned whether a guarantee could be given that the Simpson Centre, Library and Memorial Hall will remain on their existing sites in the future.  

Councillor Collier explained that you can’t fetter a future Council, but there was no intention to do anything to these buildings at present.

592. Mr Grieves – 129 Church Road

The Chairman then read a letter from Mr Grieves who was unable to attend, but wished the following points raised at the meeting.  

· Referred to crime in the town and asked whether CCTV could be installed at key points.  Councillor Saunders explained that the suggestion could be put forward to Mid Beds District Council but it would be very expensive, although it is acknowledged as a good weapon in the fight against crime.  Councillor Collier explained that some monies were being allocated for CCTV in the redevelopment of the centre of the town from monies available from the development of the Land South of Stotfold.

· Also pointed out the large amounts of dog fouling around the town, in particular around the area of St Mary’s School.  Councillor Collier explained that unfortunately there was only one dog warden for the whole of the Mid Beds district.

· Mentioned the amount of house building going on at present, and questioned who owns the land which is being bought and turned into housing.  Councillor Collier advised that it wasn’t the Town Council, but was the developers who bought the land.

· Refers to the development at the Land South of Stotfold, and asks exactly where the entrances will be and what impact vehicle movements will have on the town, as there are to be 650 houses built on site.  Councillor Collier explained that the proposed entrances are at the Norton Road roundabout, Grange Drive and off Hitchin Road (not the roundabout).  He pointed out that Council did not agree that that was the best positioning for the entrance and felt that it should come off the Hitchin Road roundabout.

593. Mr Hedley – 15 The Coppens
Mr Hedley referred to an article in the Stotfold News regarding the issues with barrier at The Coppens and explained to the rest of the meeting that the problems had nothing to do with the Town Council and was a resident’s issue, and that the matter is now in the hands of Solicitors.

594. Mr Rickwood – 2 Wrayfields
Mr Rickwood referred to a letter he had submitted for this meeting, and explained that he had suggested the Council consider how it could be more full, frank and positive in the future, and explained that this meeting was not very well advertised around the community.  He suggested putting up a Council notice board in the Co-Op as it was central to the town.  He also felt that the Stotfold News should have more of a Council element to it as Council matters were not always reaching the residents.

Councillor Saunders said that Council will take on board his suggestions, and explained that a regular report on Committee meetings was already published in the Biggleswade Chronicle and the Comet and that all the Council information was on display at the Simpson Centre for residents to view and major issues were advertised by posters on existing notice boards in the town in local papers and at the Co-Op at their discretion. Mr Rickwood responded that most people don’t visit the Simpson Centre.

Councillor Collier referred to the part in Mr Rickwood’s letter, which mentioned the increase in anti-social behaviour in the town, and explained that there is now a new group called the Stotfold Problem Solving Group which has been set up by the District Council under the Crime Partnership Scheme.  It is made up of officers from the Youth Offending Team, Stotfold Town Council, Bedfordshire Police, Mid Beds District Council and the Salvation Army. Eight troublesome youths have recently been dealt with by the Group who are working to try and help turn them round.  Some youths are hoping to attend a Town Council meeting to present their ideas as to how the town can be improved for them.  The last time this happened they requested a skatepark; the Council listened and provided one at the Riverside Playing Field.

With regard to Mr Rickwood’s suggestion that the Stotfold News be used more as a tool for the Council to make themselves more accessible, Councillor Collier explained that in the past, quarter or half pages had been taken for various matters, but that due to a change in Clerk this had lapsed recently.  In February 2006 an article regarding a public consultation on keeping the public toilets was included; an article in regard to the Local Development Framework regarding housing and industry in the town and a consultation in the Memorial Hall was also held; in May 2006 an article regarding the proposed Community Leisure Centre which resulted in 2 public consultations. 

Mark Draper thanked Clare Chouffet who produces the Stotfold News for doing such a good job, of which Councillor Collier agreed although pointed out that it was a private newsletter and not a Town Council publication.


Mr Rickwood referred to the Chairman’s report where he noted that there was no mention of the ‘Orange March’ and questioned why the Council had no knowledge of the event, and asked whether Council would stand together to ensure that it does not happen again.


Councillor Collier corrected Mr Rickwood as it was actually the “Luton and Bedford Browning Club”, and they were part of the Apprentice Boys of Derry.  It was not affiliated with the Orange movement, although there were visual similarities.  The reason why it was held in Stotfold was because the incoming President is a resident of Stotfold, with members also living in Stotfold and the surrounding area.  He confirmed that Council was not informed of the event.  The Browning Club did ask the Liberal Club if they could meet at the building before and after the March, which was agreed by the Liberal Club Committee.  Councillor Collier stated that although both he and the Police knew of the event months in advance, it was because he was a member of the Liberal Club and was not the organiser and therefore not acting illegally.


Councillor Collier also confirmed that Churches Together had prior knowledge of the event as they were approached as a venue for a church service.  At this point Councillor Mrs Hyde confirmed that she was aware of the event, although personally she rather it didn’t happen at all.  She explained that she believed in freedom of speech and as there are many marches held throughout the country including Remembrance Sunday and March of the Witness, this March was legal and proper.  The Town Council have no power to stop such Marches.


A resident felt that this type of March encourages violence, and Mr Rickwood said that the Catholics were offended by the burning of the effigy. 


County Councillor Saunders explained that, as has previously been thought, the March did not finish on his land.  Mr Carter, the landowner, did give permission for the March to end there, however he is not doing so for any future potential March.


Town Councillor Saunders explained to the meeting that the Council were not informed directly by the Police or the organisation itself.  However, the Police have agreed to inform the Council if they hear of any future Marches.


A proposal was put forward from the floor which was agreed by all present:


“That this town seeks to prevent another March by the Luton and Bedford Browning Club through Stotfold in 2008, and henceforth”.

595. Marion Myhill - 5 Queen Anne’s Close

Marion Myhill referred to the potential pollution problems with regard to the increase in housing in the town bringing more vehicles to the area and why when the media is quoting that we require more green areas trees are being taken down in Stotfold, and asked whether these will be replaced.  She also asked whether Council has any idea about the timescale for the town centre enhancement.


Councillor Saunders explained that the developers are obliged to put in trees and green areas in their plans that are submitted to the District Council.  Regarding the town centre, he explained that four years ago Hallam Land Management who were then involved in the Land South of Stotfold development, said that a set amount of money would be put aside for the enhancement of the town.  Now that two other developers have purchased the land and Hallam is no longer involved, Council will push for the same as was previously promised.  The only plans which have been received by this Council to date are for the road layout of the site.


District Councillor Street said that hopefully things would start to happen this year.  The archaeological surveys are being carried out on site at present and developers are being told that the 650 proposed dwellings and associated buildings are to be environmentally friendly.  He explained that the Stotfold District Councillors are keen that a whole plan is submitted for the site and not just little bits at a time and would be happy for residents to voice their views through the correct channels.

596. Mr Hickey

Referred to the infrastructure of Stotfold, and asked how the District Council will deal with the expansion.


Councillor Street explained that the surgery service is improving and they would like the development to go ahead as they need more patients.  He also said that the Section 106 money will be used to its best advantage for the town.

597. Mrs Balderstone - 7 Marshfield

Mrs Balderstone referred to the Kingfisher Way behind Queen Street and pointed out that shrubs have recently been bulldozed into the river, and asked who would deal with the matter.


Councillor Saunders explained that it would be the developers, and he would get Mid Beds District Council to enforce action.

598. Joanne Sams – 2 Wrayfields

Councillor Collier referred to a letter which had been received from Joanne Sams, which referred to the Town Enhancement Committee’s decision to drive a business park from the Great North Road, across the Ivel through to the ex-Motorola site, and questioned whether they thought that it would enhance the town.


Councillor Collier explained that the Town Enhancement Committee was asked by the District Council to suggest sites where employment could be situated in the town.  He pointed out that Stotfold has a very low level of employment sites.  The north end of the town has been designated by the District Council as an employment site but they are under pressure to change it to housing.  The Riverpark Scheme was originally turned down by the Planning Inspectors. Consideration was given to the area currently occupied by Springtime Nursery Glass site, unfortunately the glass nursery site was contaminated by chemicals so can never be used for its original purpose.  The pig testing station on Hitchin Road is moving to another part of the country and as it is a Brownfield site it could therefore be developed as a possible industrial area.  Councillor Collier explained that the roadway through to the ex-Motorola site would therefore mean that less traffic would pass through the town.  He pointed out that these were only ideas.


Joanne Sams’ letter referred to the Council’s desire to purchase land opposite the Cemetery, and asked what guarantees the Council could offer regarding its possible stewardship.


Councillor Collier explained that originally the Council wanted to purchase the land for tree and woodland burials, but it was found that the water table was too high for this purpose.  However, the Council was still aspiring to purchase the same piece of land to add to the Millennium Green area.  He stated that the Town Council was trying to be proactive in obtaining the area as a piece of open land, and would like to see a swathe of land either side of the Ivel right the way through to maintain the Ivel Valley.


Mr Rickwood pointed out that this would then conflict with the business park idea, but Councillor Collier explained that the Ivel project scheme would provide a piece of parkland between the nursery and river.

599. Mr Edwards -18 The Green

Mr Edwards stated that the term environment does not just mean trees and bushes, but also cars and pollution.  He also felt that the public cannot put their views across to the District Council Planning Department.


Councillor Saunders explained that members of the public were entitled to attend a Town Council Planning Committee meeting and speak on an item or submit a letter.  All views are then forwarded to the District Council, and if it is felt necessary, the three Stotfold District Councillors will ask the District Council if they can speak and represent Stotfold Town Council on a particular planning application.


Councillor Collier informed Mr Edwards that the Town Council is a statutory consultee in the planning process.

600. Mr George – 24 Vaughan Road

Mr George applauded the Town Council in attempting to keep land in the town aside to not be built on.

601. Alan Cooper – 16 Coppice Mead

In regard to the environmental issues, Councillor Cooper explained that he had had a meeting regarding the drainage ditch at Queen Street, the ditch was previously neglected and had lots of rubbish and chemical spillage dumped in it, and this has now been cleared.  With regard to environmental and planning matters, Mr Cooper said that people are now selling their gardens or land to build on which loses trees and green areas. In regard to the question on weeds and moss on pavement’s Town Council contractors used to clean the pavements and keep them weed free, but unfortunately County took their funding away and it is now their responsibility.

602. Mrs Balderstone – 7 Marschfield

A question was asked about the situation with tidying up Oliver’s Lane, and the Deputy Clerk explained that the last amounts of money had now been spent on putting down tarmac.  She pointed out that although Highways are under no obligation to carry out the work as it is not Highways land, funding is still being sought and this Council will still push for further work to be done.

County Councillor Street advised that he will look into the matter.

603. Mr Cutler – 92 Hyde Avenue

Mr Cutler expressed his concern at the speed of traffic along the roads in Stotfold and asked whether mobile speed indicators could be provided.


County Councillor Saunders said that there were two in place in Arlesey at present, and there was in fact one spare at County.  He advised that the Town Council would have to fund the equipment to the sum of £4,500 for a solar powered one.  Surveys would need to be carried out to see which areas would benefit most from placing speed indicator equipment.  Councillor Saunders stated that he would provide the Council with further information.

604. Alan Cooper – 16 Coppice Mead

Councillor Cooper referred to our long standing member, Councillor Frank Hyde and informed the meeting that he was in fact standing down from the Town Council this year.


It was proposed and agreed by all present at the meeting that:


“A letter is sent to Councillor Frank Hyde thanking him for all his hard work and valuable service over the past 61 years on Stotfold Town Council”. 


It was also felt that a presentation should be made to Councillor Hyde from the community of Stotfold and Stotfold Town Council.

605. County Councillor Saunders

County Councillor Saunders rounded off the questions from the floor section, by stating that Stotfold was one of the best Town Councils in Bedfordshire.

There being no further questions the Chairman thanked all present for attending the meeting and closed the meeting at 9.55pm

Councillor Saunders then invited all present to partake in teas and coffees.

CHAIRMAN



DATED
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