MINUTES OF THE STOTFOLD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, STOTFOLD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH MARCH 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30PM

Councillors present:
B Saunders (Chairman)




Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey




B Collier


Mrs M Cooper






A Cooper


Mrs D Haslett-Saunders




S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde



Mrs L Lewin


M Smith




L Stoter


Mrs C Turner






Mrs L Wilding

In attendance:

Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk - Stotfold Town Council




P.C. Paul Ryan and Inspector Mark Egan – Bedfordshire Police 




Paul Redwood – Stotfold Mill Preservation Trust



Andy Grudzinski – Fairfield Hall and Residents Association




District/County Councillors Saunders and Street




60 electors who recorded their names

Councillor Saunders welcomed everyone to the 2008 meeting and introduced those on the top table. 

606.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Grant.

607.
NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING

The Clerk then read the notice convening the meeting.

608.
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH 2007

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Wednesday 7th March 2007 were circulated to electors prior to the commencement of the meeting.


The minutes were then taken as read prior to them being confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record, with the following amendments:

Pamela Manfield requested that the letter ‘s’ should be removed from her surname in minute 590.  The minutes state that she pointed out the fact that the Aztec Logistics lorries appeared to be parking and driving illegally.  This is incorrect and need clarifying as follows:


Aztek Logistics are driving (not parking) illegally.  Their lorries are too wide and too long to safely negotiate the residential roads in Stotfold.  Residents have seen lorries mounting the pavement to deal with the junction into Astwick Road.  This is illegal and dangerous.


The comment regarding parking followed a complaint from a resident that cars were being parked on verges and pavements, particularly in Hitchin Road.  Pamela Manfield advised that while she did not condone illegal parking, it might be more helpful to stop large lorries illegally operating in residential roads.  These large, heavy lorries, often driven at speed may be forcing people to park off-road to protect their vehicles from damage.

609.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising from the previous year’s minutes.

610.
TO READ STOTFOLD POOR CHARITIES ACCOUNT

A copy of the report was circulated to Electors.


Arthur George, 24 Vaughan Road


Queried the sum of money shown in the William Field Eleemosynary Charity funds, and was advised that this charity used to own the allotments in Brook Street, but as there has been no distribution of funds since 1995 to fund trees and maintenance of the allotments, it has been earning interest.  However the allotments in Common Road are still going.  Next year there will be one poor charity as the others will be amalgamated.

611.
REPORT ON PRECEPT 2008/2009

A copy of the report as appended to these Minutes was copied to Electors.


Councillor Collier advised those present that the 2008/09 Town Council contribution from the Council Tax for Band D is £72.90 which is a 10% reduction on last year.  He gave examples of Band D figures from neighbouring towns and pointed out that Stotfold is seventh down the table in the Mid Beds district for Council Tax contributions.  This reduction is largely due to the increase in population of the town, although with an increase in population comes an increase in work for the Town Council.

612.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

A copy of the report, as appended, was copied to electors.
613.
ANNUAL POLICE REPORT FROM P.C. RYAN

To allow the two representatives of Bedfordshire Police to give their report and then leave to attend to policing matters in Stotfold, it was agreed that this agenda item be moved to this point in the meeting.


P.C. Ryan started by introducing himself and giving a brief history of his time with the Police.  He then introduced his Inspector, Mark Egan who has replaced Inspector John Maries.  P.C. Ryan went through the crime figures for this year compared to last year and advised that there has been a large reduction in recorded crime.  The figures include Fairfield Park and Astwick.  The figures are mainly criminal damage, although these are also down on last year.  He explained that violent crime means neighbourhood disputes and domestic violence.  There have been no serious violent crimes in Stotfold.  Crime records for Stotfold is very low compared to the rest of Mid Bedfordshire, although there was a slight blip in November, but this was due to an increase in underage sales of alcohol, which then went on to cause problems throughout the town.

P.C. Ryan then went on to report on Operation Langley which was carried out in October, November and December of last year.  This was a Mid Bedfordshire operation to target underage drinking and seizing of alcohol.  Two large wheelie bins were filled with drink, such as alcopops and a magnum of champagne.  He advised that Stotfold was made a priority during the Halloween period following the incidents at Halloween 2006.  He managed to gather four regular officers, six Special Police Constables and three PCSOs for the period, giving Stotfold the most resource in Mid Bedfordshire.  This resulted in only four reports of antisocial behaviour and no reports of recorded crime.

He then advised that the One Stop Shop is now under new management and staff are undergoing training regarding the sale of underage sales of alcohol and cigarettes.


With regard to speeding and parking issues, the mobile speed camera was used on Arlesey Road and the High Street, and most of those caught speeding were Stotfold residents.  He has put an article in a recent edition of the Stotfold News magazine regarding speeding in the town.  With regard to parking, this is a very difficult problem to solve as there are simply too many cars and not enough space, however P.C. Ryan did state that he would issue £30 on the spot fines if he felt necessary but emphasised that he didn’t want to upset relations between the police and residents.

The traffic department are currently carrying out an operation from the A1 down the A507 towards Chicksands.  They are carrying number plate recognition equipment which can highlight vehicles with no valid insurance, and any other vehicle marked by the Police.  Signs have been put up on the A507 to warn drivers that the Police are carrying out this exercise.


He reported on a drugs warrant carried out that morning in a location near The Green.  It proved negative, however it is hoped that this will send out a message that the Police know who the dealers are.  They did however arrest a disqualified driver from an adjacent property, and his vehicle was seized. 


They have recently had to seize alcohol from young people in the town and send them home.  They have been working with the Special Constables who have been driving a marked Police van around Stotfold and Arlesey targeting young drinkers on the streets to hopefully send out a message that underage drinking on the streets will not be tolerated.


A question and answer session then took place.

Arthur Castle, Vaughan Road


Reminded P.C. Ryan of the speeding in Vaughan Road.


Mr Whitty, 55 The Green

Questioned the figures for burglary in Stotfold, and was advised that a gang had recently been arrested for a different offence and their DNA was matched to burglaries which took place in Stotfold during June last year.  P.C. Ryan advised residents to ensure that if they have upvc doors and windows that they double lock the doors at all times.  

Sue Steptoe, Rook Tree Lane

Asked whether the figures were down due to lack of reporting of crimes, as Rook Tree Lane is still suffering from crime.  P.C. Ryan advised that the most common crimes reported are smashed fences, broken wing mirrors, etc.  He asked all residents to ensure that they report all crimes, however small, and asked that he be advised of the crime direct as once it is reported to the Bedfordshire Police headquarters and given a crime reference number, if there are no witnesses and the matter cannot go any further forward, P.C. Ryan will not be informed.

Malcolm Smith, Ivy Lodge, 77 High Street

Asked whether P.C. Ryan had had any success on tackling parking on verges and pavements around the town.  P.C. Ryan advised that parking problems will never be fully solved.  He can issue tickets, however he will then spend a day dealing with the paperwork and court case, and he would rather be out on the streets catching ‘real’ criminals.  The law says that vehicles should be parked on the road, but he uses his discretion, as he is not a parking warden.  He has to weigh up the priorities as he is mainly on his own in Stotfold.


Mr Cutler, 92 Hyde Avenue

Asked whether P.C. Ryan’s direct telephone number could be circulated to residents, and was advised that he and any other resident requiring the number would be given it after the meeting.  The telephone number is also available from the Town Council offices.


Mr Cutler than offered a vote of thanks to the Police for their hard work in Stotfold.

614.
GUEST SPEAKERS


PAUL REDWOOD – STOTFOLD MILL PRESERVATION TRUST

County Councillor Saunders introduced Paul Redwood, Trust Secretary of Stotfold Mill Preservation Trust and thanked the Council for the opportunity for inviting a representative of the Trust to come along and explain more about the Mill.  Paul Redwood then proceeded to give a PowerPoint slide presentation on the history and work of the Trust.

He explained that The Mill and Teasel work very closely together, and he is also the Treasurer for Teasel.


The Trust has two simple objectives: to restore the Mill to working order and open it to the public, and to establish a nature reserve in the Mill Meadows and open it to the public.  They are hoping to open the Mill at Easter by which time it will be about 90% completely restored, with a shop, exhibits, tearoom and the third floor will be open.  Mr Redwood explained that there has been a watermill on the site for the last 1000 years, and is recorded in the Domesday Book.  Stotfold Mill was the last working watermill in Stotfold when it stopped milling in 1966.  It was owned by the Randall family from 1876 until 1985.  The Mill caught fire in 1992 after which work commenced on restoring it to its former glory.  In April 2006 flour was produced for the first time since it closed in 1966.

They have received various sources of funding in order to restore the Mill, from grant funding to money from volunteers and people of Stotfold and the surrounding area  Once the Mill is open they hope that it will be self-funding with the tearoom and various art groups and exhibitions paying to display.  Once the building is fully restored, they will then go into the maintenance phase.  


To enable the Mill to continue they need to call on various people to help, no-one is paid on the Mill team.  Paul Redwood then went on to explain how someone can become a Friend of The Mill for just £10 per year.  They already have 120 signed up, and invited those residents present to join at the end of the meeting.

The Chairman then thanked the Trust for their hard work and to those others who put their spare time into the preservation of the Mill.

ANDY GRUDZINSKI – FAIRFIELD HALL AND PARK RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Andy Grudzinski started by explaining that there are in fact three Residents Associations at Fairfield Park – the Hall, the Park and Middlemarch, although there are currently no residents in situ in the Middlemarch part of the estate.  Andy Grudzinski is the Chairman of the Park Residents Association, with Katrina O’Shaughnessy as Vice-Chairman.

He then went through the PowerPoint slide presentation, which is appended to these minute, and explained that the Fairfield site sits on 28 hectares.  He explained that there is an urban design strategy for the development showing how the finished estate will look.  With regard to the facilities and amenities at Fairfield, the new Fairfield Lower School currently has 68 pupils and is due to expand in number in September.  The shop units on site do not yet have a confirmed tenant.  As the Hall is very large and complicated to navigate around, plenty of maps have been sited in key locations to assist.


There are nine developers at the site, with a wide range of house types, with the Fairfield Redevelopment Ltd overseeing them all.   The site is in three parts: Fairfield Hall with 220 apartments, Middlemarch with 38 houses and Fairfield Park with 900+ houses.  

Andy Grudzinski then went through the various roles and responsibilities of each Residents Association, and although they are separate entities for historic and legal reasons, there is ongoing cooperation between the groups, with joint meetings being held regularly.  The three Residents Associations aim to work with local groups, including Mid Beds District Council, Stotfold Town Council and Teasel, and have full inclusive discussions and action where possible.


The Chairman then thanked Mr Grudzinski for his informative presentation.


ANNE CLAREY – TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Mrs Clarey started by asking how many in the audience were aware that Stotfold is producing a Town Plan, and established that it was approximately half a percent of the total population of the town.  Although, there have been many residents from the ages of 3 to 75+ who have taken part in the first consultation and who are very interested in the concept of a Town Plan.


She then gave a brief explanation of what a Town Plan actually is.  In 2000 a Government White Paper set about encouraging small Parishes and Towns to develop plans to tackle the challenges they faced.  She tried to dispel the idea that a Town Plan is all about planning housing developments and explained that it is a document that gives everyone the opportunity to say what they think about the social, environmental and economic issues affecting the community and to look at improvements in the short and long term.

Just a year ago four Town Councillors attended a meeting at the offices of the Bedfordshire Rural Community Charity in Cardington.  The purpose of the meeting was to explore the possibilities of Stotfold producing its own Town Plan.  The Steering Groups organised to co-ordinate Town and Parish Plans are generally run by interested members of the community, supported by one or two Councillors.

Displays were then set up at the summer Mill event and the Festival Fete, where members of the public were encouraged to show their interest in becoming a member of the Stotfold Town Plan Steering Group.


The Group was formed, and is made up of fourteen members, two of whom are Town Councillors, with Anne Clarey as Chairman, and the support of Kate Elliott-Turner the Town Clerk.  The Vice-Chairman is Andy Grudzinski of Fairfield Park.


The first meeting was held in September 2007, and the first consultation took place in October with a simple likes and dislikes questionnaire.  The display boards have visited the Mill, Library, Arts and Crafts Event, Etonbury, Samuel Whitbread and St Mary’s Schools.  One display is almost permanently sited at the Simpson Centre.


The questionnaire was also printed in the Stotfold News and circulated to 3500 households.  A meeting also took place with the leaders of the vast numbers of organisations in Stotfold, and a good response was received.  Some of the Steering Group visited and talked to groups themselves.  The analysis of this is just about complete but those present at the meeting were invited to contribute at the end of the evening.


Further consultation will involve bringing in other residents and ‘experts’ who will be able to explore the issues raised.  To date and in no particular order the focus areas highlighted are:

· Town centre and shops

· Traffic, transport and parking

· Environment

· Community facilities, leisure and youth activities

· Health and social care

· Housing

· Crime, disorder and policing

The work of the focus groups will be to explore short and long term targets, with a timescale ranging from a few weeks up to 10 + years.  Consolidation of the findings will come later in the year when a questionnaire delivered and collected from every household is analysed.

Thanks were given to the members of the Steering Group and the local organisations who have supported them to date.
With regard to funding, a grant of £2,000 has been awarded from DEFRA and they are waiting to secure funding from other sources.

An appeal was made to those present for help in analysing data, compiling the Plan and aiding their discussions.

Mrs Clarey stressed to those present that the progress of the Plan will be monitored throughout, and after publication there is evidence that Town and Parish Plans are helping to form local strategies and initiatives.

Steering Group meetings are advertised in the local newspaper columns and are generally held at the Simpson Centre.  The next meeting will be on Monday 10th March at 7.30pm at the Simpson Centre.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Clarey for her presentation and urged the Steering Group to keep up the good work.
615.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR

Glen Rickwood, Wrayfields

A letter from Mr Rickwood was read to the meeting referring to a petition currently in circulation around the town opposing development close to the Ivel Valley.  The letter refers to the District Council’s proposals to site a business park on land off Malthouse Lane, and housing on land south of Malthouse Lane.  Mr Rickwood asked the Council to address the following questions:
· Does the Council recognise how much value local residents attach to the area of open countryside east of the town?

· Will this Council also send a strong statement to the District Council – one reflecting the views of residents – that the area of open countryside referred to is not a sustainable location for development and hence the proposals by the District Council should not be permitted to proceed.

Councillor Collier advised Mr Rickwood that this meeting is a meeting for the town, and is not a Council meeting, however the Town Enhancement Committee has met, discussed various proposals and has made recommendations which will go to the next full Council meeting for approval.  The recommendations made by the Committee are that the two proposals referred to be rejected.
With regard to the petition, Councillor Collier suggested that their best course of action was to use the facility provided by the District Council to present petitions at their meetings.  In every full District Council meeting there is an item set aside for the presentation of petitions and suggested that the petition is physically presented to the Council at that point.  There will then be an opportunity to speak for three minutes to explain what the petition is for and then every Councillor present at that meeting will be able to take in what it is about.

He advised that it has been the Town Council’s policy to try and keep a swathe of land each side of the river free from development.

On Monday 17th March at the Roecroft Centre the District Council will be holding an exhibition on proposed future developments, between 9.30am and 8pm.
Councillor Mrs Hyde advised Mr Rickwood and those present that there is a ‘TalktoMidBeds’ website which shows all the areas in the District being suggested for development.  You can then have your say on line about each suggestion.

There being no further questions the Chairman thanked all present for attending the meeting and closed the meeting at 9.00pm

CHAIRMAN
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