



MINUTES OF THE STOTFOLD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, STOTFOLD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.30PM

Councillors present:
B Collier (Chairman)




Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey




A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






Mrs D Haslett-Saunders
S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde


B Saunders



D Savill


M Smith






Mrs C Turner


Mrs L Wilding

In attendance:

Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk - Stotfold Town Council 




Laurent Martial – Central Bedfordshire Council 



Ian Kite – Bedfordshire East Schools Trust (BEST)




Central Bedfordshire Councillors Saunders and Street




16 electors who recorded their names

Councillor Collier welcomed everyone to the 2010 meeting and introduced those on the top table.  He apologised for the typing error in the Stotfold News which said that the start time was 6.30pm. 
626.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter and PC Needham due to operational matters.
627.
NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING

The Clerk then read the notice convening the meeting.

628.
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 2009

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2009 were circulated to electors prior to the commencement of the meeting.


The minutes were then taken as read prior to them being confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING
629.
Guest speaker – Leader of Central Bedfordshire Shadow Authority (see minute 624)

Mr Keith Cooper asked what the difference was between the former Mid Beds and South Beds area Council Tax rates, as referred to by Central Beds Council Leader Councillor Mrs Tricia Turner at the last Annual Town Meeting, and was advised that information on the two areas will be given later in the meeting.
630.
Report on Precept 2009/2010 (see minute 622)

Councillor Malcolm Smith queried whether the Town Enhancement Committee budget had been used this year and was reminded that if a Committee doesn’t have any funds in its budget and finds that it needs to incur expenditure, those funds would need to come out of reserves.  If the amount budgeted is not used by the end of the year, it will go into the reserves.  There is still a possibility that some of the budget may be required for the production of the Town Plan.

631.
Guest speaker – Leader of Central Bedfordshire Shadow Authority (see minute 624)
Mr Keith Cooper reported that he had sent a letter to Mid Beds Planning Department a year ago regarding the loss of 3 feet from his property due to the brook at the bottom of his garden overflowing and he wanted to know who was responsible for granting the planning permission to allow over 1000 houses to be built, and was advised that the Planning department would have liaised with the River Ivel Drainage Board and the developers.  At the last Annual Town Meeting Central Beds Councillor Saunders had agreed to take up Mr Cooper’s concerns and advised that he would pick up the matter again.
632.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE STOTFOLD POOR CHARITIES ACCOUNT

A copy of the financial report of the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field, as appended to these minutes, was provided to those present.  Councillor Mrs Hyde advised that in the past the charities were previously administered by the Parish Meeting and the Church, and as such it has been very difficult to work out which charities work for the Church and which are for the town.  The town charities have recently amalgamated into the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field, and is now the only poor charity within Stotfold.  Trustees of the Charity serve for four years except for the Vicar who has tenure.  The terms of the charity have not yet changed, and funds are currently for ‘the poor and needy in Stotfold’, and it is suggested that the wording ‘for the benefit of people of Stotfold’ would probably be more appropriate.  The assets of the charity include a sum of money in a deposit account which cannot be touched, 8 acres of land at Common Road, Stotfold, and a parcel of land near Buntingford that brings in £200.00 per year.  The charity’s income has dropped to £13,000 down from £23,000 this year.


She advised that more details on the charity’s income and expenditure can be obtained from the Charity Commission website.


With regard to the charity’s allotment land at Common Road, it is hoped that this will be ready for use as allotments this summer.

633.
REPORT ON PRECEPT 2010/2011

A copy of the report as appended to these minutes was provided to those present.  The Chairman advised that all the precepts for Town and Parish Councils in Central Bedfordshire are £8.5million, with an average increase in Band D of 3.28% across every Town and Parish Council.  In Bedfordshire the Band D charge is £89.32, and Stotfold’s Band D is £86.82, just under the average, and equating to a 0.52% increase this year.

Mid Beds and South Beds area have a different percentage increase, and the difference between the two areas is £36 for the forthcoming financial year, and the levels should be equalised next year.


The Stotfold Council Tax breakdown for each Band was displayed on the wall, and included the Police, Fire Authority, Central Beds, Town Council sections.  Stotfold is usually 7th or 8th from the top of the list of Central Beds Town and Parish Council rates (1 being the highest precept), and this year we are 10th.

634.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

A copy of the report, as appended, was provided to those present, and the floor was then put to the public to ask questions.


Valerie Balderstone

Regarding the proposed Cemetery extension, queried which side of the current Cemetery the four acre extension would be and was advised that we are currently looking at both sides to establish which would be more suitable.  The Cemetery Committee have previously looked at land opposite the Cemetery; however this frequently becomes waterlogged and has poor drainage.

Councillor Malcolm Smith

Asked what has happened to the Community Leisure Centre project completion date, and was advised that the Council has asked for the Central Beds Council grant to be issued in June or July of this year and there would then be an 18 month build time, and felt that completion could be by December 2011.
635.
ANNUAL POLICE REPORT

As PC Needham was not available for the meeting, copies of the current Stotfold Safer Neighbourhood team (SNT) Newsletter was available for those present, and is also available from the Bedfordshire Police website.

The Chairman asked if there were any questions to be put to PC Needham when he becomes available.


Valerie Balderstone

Queried the recent robbery in Trinity Road and asked why it took so long to get to the house, as she felt that ½ hour was too long for the severity of the situation. 

636.
GUEST SPEAKERS


STOTFOLD TOWN PLAN


COUNCILLOR MRS ANNE CLAREY – TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Mrs Clarey confirmed that a summary document of the Town Plan had been included in the Stotfold News which had been delivered to every household and this had concluded the final phase of the production of the Town Plan. She confirmed that the Full Plan had been adopted by the Town Council last October and has been available as a draft on the Town Council website since then. This full document can also be viewed at the Simpson Centre, the library and eventually at Larksfield Surgery.


Mrs Clarey then advised that it had taken two years from the first consulations with residents, through to forming the Steering Group and producing a questionnaire that was delivered to 3,800 households by eighty or so volunteers. The start of 2009 saw a further group of volunteers, under the direction of Cllr Larry Stoter, entering data from the questionnaires onto spreadsheets. From the data available the final recommendations and actions were identified by the Steering Group and transformed into the Plan that we have today. The Steering Group met on 35 occasions – and for countless other sessions within focus groups. The Group’s activities have been recorded in Stotfold News, The Comet and the Biggleswade Chronicle.


Mrs Clarey then thanked Glenn Rickwood, Pam Manfield and Robert Smith for their help with the project, and Jemma McLean from the Bedfordshire Rural Charities Commission for her support and monitoring. Mrs Clarey confirmed that some of the actions of the Town Plan had already progressed and that more ambitious projects will take some time and money to implement but at least the wishes of Stotfold have been made clear and forwarded to the appropriate authorities. Mrs Clarey then introduced Mr Laurent Martial, Community Development Officer for Rural Areas.


LAURENT MARTIAL - CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER FOR RURAL AREAS


Mr Laurent Martial started by congratulating Stotfold on its Town Plan and confirmed that a 41% response to the questionnaire was very good. He confirmed that the Town Plan had been received by Central Bedfordshire Council, the first to be received, under their new Town Plan scheme, and that Central Bedfordshire Council will make comments on the Plan and may be able to give money and advice to help support Town Plan aims, but will also indicate where the Town Plan is contrary to Central Bedfordshire policy.

It is hoped that the comments will be forwarded within the next two weeks.  He advised that the Local Development Framework and Development Management teams use Town Plans in their preparation of policies for the area.


He advised that the Central Beds services would be available to those starting the preparation of Town and Parish Plans, and that the process would be in  place when reviewing our Plan in five years time.


The floor was then open to the public for questions.


Central Beds Councillor Street

Felt that the Stotfold Town Plan is the best he has seen, and wished to record his thanks to Councillor Mrs Anne Clarey and her team for their time and effort in producing the Plan.


Councillor Mrs Jane Hyde

Queried whether all Development Management Committee Councillors see relevant parts of the Plan, as they ultimately make the decisions on planning for Stotfold, and Laurent Martial advised that he would send copies to the relevant Councillors.


COUNCILLOR BRIAN COLLIER – CHAIRMAN STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Advised that the Town Council has already started considering some of the actions identified in the Plan.  In the recent site allocations consultations considered by the Town Enhancement Committee, every one of the sites had elements of brownfield sites within them and this was one of the points identified in the Plan as important to residents.  With regard to Ford Bridge on Malthouse Lane, keeping this as it is was identified as important to residents, and the Town Council have previously, and continue to reiterate to Central Beds Council and Highways the wish to keep the Bridge as it is.  It is clear in the Plan what the town wants, and he hoped that key officers will take this into account.


Every Town Council Committee will be required to consider actions relevant to them, and will try to follow them as much as possible.  Some actions can be carried out by the Town Council, and some will need the re-involvement of groups of residents.  The Town Council will shortly be considering how best to continue with implementation of actions within the Plan.

SCHOOLS TRUST IN RELATION TO STOTFOLD SCHOOLS

IAN KITE – CHIEF EXECUTIVE - BEDFORDSHIRE EAST SCHOOLS TRUST (BEST)


Mr Kite started by stating that there are currently 10 schools in the Trust and their aims were to advance education and community cohesion . BEST is a charitable limited company with any monies accrued being distributed to schools. They offer an integrated service to support children from 0 -19 years. They are currently looking at the school transport system, 80% of Samuel Whitbread children are taken to school by bus and BEST are looking at the possibility of allowing the community to use the school buses for local commuting. 

The floor was then opened up for questions from electors.

Alan Cooper


Expressed his interest regarding the integrated transport for children and members of the public as Stotfold buses are under review. He asked if Central Bedfordshire Council’s transport department could be involved as both parties could benefit.


Glenn Rickwood

Asked where BEST was located and asked if they were looking for membership. Mr Ian Kite replied that BEST is located at Langford Lower School and at present the membership is at present only heads of lower schools.

More about BEST can be found on their website – www.best-schools.org.uk
637.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE FLOOR
Valerie Balderstone

Asked if the bridge at Malthouse Lane could have a weight restriction on it, and was advised that the Town Council has asked several times.  Then asked if the bark pathway at Riverside Recreation Ground could have new bark as it is in a sorry state and was advised this would be referred to the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee.  She then asked for clarification of where the new Youth Shelter would be, and was advised that it would to the right of the skate park, near the long grass area.  It would face the skate park and the car park for good vision and would be in line with the CCTV cameras.

Keith Cooper

Advised that the junction of Brook Street and Coppice Mead is very dangerous, due to cars being parked both sides of the junction.  He was advised by Councillor Cooper that the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee have previously been asked to identify areas within the town which may benefit from yellow lines.  Provision of yellow lines would need patrolling, however Traffic Wardens will soon be patrolling Stotfold again, and it was agreed that the list of suggested yellow line areas should be referred to the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to again forward to Highways.  It was confirmed that the Traffic Wardens have already visited Stotfold and have issued tickets.

Pamela Manfield

Asked if Stotfold Town council was actively looking for new allotment land, and was advised that the waiting list is approximately 50, and the Council is looking at land on Common Road in conjunction with the Eleemosynary Charity, and the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will also be pursuing another piece of land within the town.


Councillor Mrs Hyde advised that the Common Road site is a total of 8 acres, divided into 5 acres and 3 acres by a bank of soil.  The 3 acre site has been cleared for allotment use.  This area would need to have a water supply and prices are being sought to connect to the mains, and hope to be able to install two taps.  The Charity hopes to have the allotments let by September; however it is not yet clear at present how many plots can be accommodated.  She confirmed that there are currently issues regarding tenancy on the adjoining 5 acres.

Ian Kite

Confirmed that BEST is encouraging community allotments at Samuel Whitbread, Henlow and Clifton. With Etonbury being part of the trust it may be possible for the trust to help.

Alan Cooper

Requested if anyone knew of a Stotfold land owner willing to help then could they please contact the Town Council.


Valerie Balderstone

Asked what the current situation is regarding a replacement Hallworth House, and was advised that Aragon Housing are experiencing difficulties in selling the current building, however they are still actively pursuing the area behind the Larksfield Surgery.  They are being reminded by the Town Council that there are residents who moved out of the original building who would still like to be housed in Stotfold.
There being no further questions the Chairman thanked all present for attending the meeting 

and closed the meeting at 8.50pm
CHAIRMAN
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