MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






B Collier


A Cooper






S Hayes


Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders

Also present:



The Clerk

5929.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Lewin and Stoter.

5930.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Saunders declared an interest in two agenda items relating to use of The Green for Football Club parking.


MATTERS ARISING

5931.
To receive a report on the site meeting regarding Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway and the Hitchin Road underpass (see minute 5911-08/07/09)

Central Beds Councillor John Street has been chased again on investigating the matter of a cycle path for Hitchin Road under the National Cycle Network and Sustrans Schemes.

5932.
To approve the erection of a permanent security fence at the Bowls Club along the Brook Street frontage to match the fence now in situ along the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground footpath (see minute 5922-08/07/09)

The Bowls Club have been advised by Central Beds that they will need to submit a planning application for a new fence.  Following discussions with a Planning Officer, the Clerk and the Chairman of the Committee, they will be submitting an application to erect a fence in place of the old small chain link fence which ran along the burnt hedge line, and which also runs alongside the footway.  They will be extending the paving slabs around the green up to the fence, leaving spaces for suitable planting, and erecting upright slabs next to the fence to prevent soil slippage.


The Bowls Club has asked for the Council to submit the application on their behalf as landlords, as the application fee will be half price, and will reimburse the Council for the fees.  Members were mindful that the Town Council should submit the application on behalf of the Bowls Club.

5933.
To approve the draft Letting Policy and Conditions of Hire documents for Council owned Recreation Grounds (see minute 5923-08/07/09)

The Clerk has obtained the relevant information and has updated the documents accordingly – the Orders, commonly known as Alcohol Free Zones are Designated Zones, which means that someone can still drink within these areas, but it will become an offence if someone is deemed by the Police to be causing a nuisance. This means that fetes, etc can still be held within these areas and that alcohol can be sold and consumed.  Our insurance company advises that it is the responsibility of each hirer to decide whether they require public liability insurance and to ensure that they have adequate cover.  The amended documents have been circulated to all regular users, and are being issued to visiting fairs, circuses and occasional recreation ground hirers.

5934.
To receive and consider costs for inspecting and flushing out the drain at the Riverside Playing Field car park (see minute 5924-08/07/09)

Premier Drainage have asked for background information on where the drains lead before carrying out the work as they feel it does not exit into the adjacent river.  Their detection equipment shows that it may have a left turn across the field, possibly towards the boggy area of the playing field, and there may also be a possibility that the drainage pipe was damaged when the Armco barriers were erected.  Records on the exact drain pipe location are being checked.

5935.
To discuss matters relating to any lighting issues around the town (see minute 5926-08/07/09)

The faulty street lights have been reported to Highways.  With regard to when the planned lighting (5 year programme) for Highbush Road and Hyde Avenue, Highways have not yet provided an update on this and they have been chased for an answer.
5936.
General work to be carried out (see minute 5927-08/07/09)

Highways have been advised of the footway and roadway defects, and the Internal Drainage Board has been advised of the debris and collapsed Pix Brook weir.  The Tree Officer at Central Beds has been advised of the tree works on Hitchin Road.  Mr Summerfield has carried out various repair works identified.  Anglian Water have been advised of the apparent leak in the road on Hitchin Road outside the pumping station.


With regard to the wooden bollards in the grass area between Princes Street and Common Road, the Clerk has met with Neil Hollis, Highways District Manager on site, together with a representative of Aragon Housing to discuss an emerging issue with a resident in the vicinity who parks on the grassed area.  Aragon Housing are now investigating whether an area of housing ground can be accessed and utilized for parking.  Discussions are ongoing with residents affected.  Funding of any agreed works still needs to be resolved, but Mr Hollis is hopeful this can be achieved through other agencies.  Mr Alistair Burt MP had been appraised of the situation and queried a bollard appearing to have been left out thereby still allowing access through from one road to the other.  Mr Hollis who advises that although Highways still have concerns regarding conflict between vehicle/pedestrians, access to the grass fronting the property has still been maintained and the resident continues to park in front of their property at present.

CORRESPONDENCE

5937.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
The Playing Field – Summer 2009


-
Natural World – Summer 2009


-
Fieldwork – September 2009

5938.
Stotfold Mill Preservation Trust – Mill Working Steam Weekend

A request has been received from the Mill Preservation Trust for permission to park vehicles on Millennium Green for their annual Mill Working Steam Weekend taking place on 10th and 11th October 2009.  The parking will be marshalled and free of charge.


Resolved that the Mill Preservation Trust are permitted to use Millennium Green for parking during their annual Mill Working Steam Weekend on 10th and 11th October 2009, and that the parking must be marshalled.

5939.
Highways Five Year Programme

Councillor Mrs Bundock advised that she had received a copy of the current Draft Programme, as this Council’s Highways representative, for this Committee to make comment by 30th September.  She went through the proposed works for Stotfold over the next five years, and it was:




Resolved that with regard to 

i) The proposed bridge strengthening of Ford Bridge on Malthouse Lane, this Committee has previously brought this matter to the attention of Highways, and is to again protest strongly that this Council has requested weight restrictions for the bridge and not strengthening works.  Point out that the bridge has now become a bat roost.  Malthouse Lane has previously been suggested by this Council for the Quiet Lane scheme.  Suggest that they refer to the Stotfold Town Plan which is shortly due to be circulated in relation to this particular area of Stotfold.
ii) The town centre traffic calming measures and drainage and footway works proposed for the High Street, it is our understanding that the whole area is due for re-development, and it would make more sense financially to do the redevelopment work and proposed works as per the Programme at the same time.
iii) The proposed upgrade of street lighting for Highbush Road, this should be moved up the list and be carried out sooner as it has previously been identified by this Council as a priority and was on previous 5 Year Programmes.

iv) The consultation form, we are required to identify how our proposals contribute to the Local Transport Plan objectives, and it was felt that the most appropriate objective was number 7 – Environment.

5940.
CONSIDER RAT CONTROL - ALLOTMENTS


Members were asked to consider taking out a rat control contract with Tim Miles Pest Control for the next financial year at a cost of £400 per year for visits every 4 to 6 weeks.  There would also be an initial £200 cost to buy the rat control boxes from this year’s budget.  This would take the budget to £21 overspend.


Resolved that the quote for the rat control contract at £400 from next financial year is accepted, and the required rat control boxes are purchased at a cost of £200.  Funds for boxes to come from Allotments Maintenance & Repairs budget.  Funds for the contract are to be included when considering the budgets for next financial year.

5941.
APPROVE CIRCUS VISIT TO THE GREEN

Members were asked to approve the executive action taken by the Clerk in approving a repeat visit by Jay Miller Circus to The Green from Sunday 20th to Wednesday 23rd September 2009.  They will be arriving at 9pm on the Sunday.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in approving a visit by Jay Miller Circus to The Green from Sunday 20th to Wednesday 23rd September 2009 be approved.
5942.
USE OF THE GREEN FOR PARKING – 20TH SEPTEMBER 2009

Members were asked to consider a request from Stotfold Football Club to use The Green for parking on Sunday 20th September 2009 for their Bill Clegg Testimonial Match against an Arsenal Celebrity X1.  They would require the use of The Green from 12.30pm until 6pm.  They confirm that all vehicles will be gone in time for the arrival of the Circus vehicles later in the evening.


Resolved that the Football Club are permitted to use The Green for parking on Sunday 20th September from 12.30pm until 6pm, and that the parking must be marshalled.

5943.
USE OF THE GREEN FOR PARKING – 6TH NOVEMBER 2009

Members were asked to consider a request from Stotfold Football Club to use The Green for parking on Friday 6th November 2009 for their annual Bonfire Night and Firework Display, from 6pm until 10pm.


Resolved that the Football Club are permitted to use The Green for parking on Friday 6th November 2009 for their annual Bonfire Night and Firework Display, from 6pm until 10pm, and that the parking must be marshalled.

5944.
REQUEST TO PLANT FRUIT TREES AND ERECT SHED ON ALLOTMENT

Members were asked to consider a request from the tenant of allotment plot 3b to erect a shed 7ft x 5ft at the rear of the plot, and to plant four fruit trees – two apples, a pear and a plum.

Resolved that the tenant of allotment plot 3b is permitted to erect a shed no larger than 7ft x 5ft at the rear of the plot, and to plant four fruit trees as above.

5945.
QUOTE FOR CLEARING ALLOTMENT PLOT, AND WHETHER TO FORWARD COSTS TO PLOT HOLDER

Members were asked to consider a quote for clearing allotment plot 3a, before letting the plot to the new tenant.  The previous plot holder has vacated the plot and was asked to clear the site to its original state (as per tenancy agreement).  They were unable to finish clearing, and on inspection the plot is extremely overgrown and has old carpet, wire netting, wooden surrounds and rubbish.  A quote has been received to clear the plot at £1,000 from Springbank Garden & Tree Services, other companies approached declined to quote for the work.  Members were also asked to consider whether to forward the costs for clearing the plot to the previous allotment plot holder.


Members felt that the costs for clearing the remaining half of the plot were very high and it was:


Resolved that Mr Summerfield is asked if he would be able to clear away the items of rubbish from plot 3a, and the Clerk is to offer the plot cleared of rubbish but with weeds remaining to the potential new plot holder.  If they would rather have a cleared plot, they are to be offered an alternative, with plot 3a being offered in the cleared of rubbish condition to the next willing person on the waiting list.  The costs for clearing the plot are not to be passed to the previous allotment holder on this occasion. 
5946.
QUOTE FOR REPAIRS IDENTIFIED IN ROSPA REPORT TO SURFACE AND EQUIPMENT


Members were asked to consider a quote from Clements Play Management for repairs identified in the recent ROSPA inspection report:


RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

4 seat Hirst swing – repair a hole in the wet pour safety surfacing and make good the ground at the side of the base to alleviate trip hazard £80.00

Skate Driveway (fun box) – cut out a chase 100mm wide by 2400mm long x 75mm deep on each leading edge and infill with concrete to ensure a smooth transition from tarmac to ramp– They feel that cold fill tarmac doesn’t have enough strength to resist wear at this point. £220.00



BMX Bridge Ramp, Driveway and Jump Ramp – each of these items suffers from the same problem, erosion of the tarmac where it meets the recycled plastic ramp.  The ramp being flexible, and the tarmac not, leads to the breakup of the tarmac.  That is why further repairs with tarmac or bitumen will be short lived.  They suggest cutting out a chase at each of these points, similar to that suggested  for the skate ramps, but in this case filled with EDPM rubber wet pour which  will provide greater flexibility and be equally as tough as tarmac.  Estimated cost £400.00

THE GREEN

Turnstile – to prepare a hard base, supply and lay 6.25sq.m of 20mm thick black wet pour rubber surfacing £540.00


ALTERNATIVELY


To reinstate worn area, supply and lay top soil and turf, followed by mesh underlay and 6.25sq.m of grassmat type safety surfacing £310.00

All costs exclude VAT.


Resolved that the quotes received as above are accepted, but Clements Play Management are to be asked why they suggested using different repair materials for the Skate Driveway and BMX Ramps.  If an actual reason is given for the difference rather than a typo error then the work as per quote is to go ahead.  Funds from Open Spaces Maintenance and Repairs budget.
5947.
NORTON ROAD ROUNDABOUT AND HITCHIN ROAD UNDERPASS SITE MEETING REPORT

Members were provided with a report on the site meeting at the Norton Road roundabout and Hitchin Road underpass between Councillors Mrs Cooper, Hayes, the Clerk and Highways and Amey representatives at the end of July.


Shared cycle/footway – Hitchin Road towards Fairfield

All present agreed that it was in an extremely unsatisfactory state and Ellis Quaye agreed that he would confirm his budget and arrange for siding out work to be carried out along the whole stretch in the August work programme.


Hitchin Road underpass

Andy Hancock to provide costs for weed spraying the banks of the shared cycle/footway and for re-seeding the area with dwarf grass and wildflower seeds (not yet received costs).


Norton Road underpass 


Ellis Quaye agreed that his team would flail the banks either side of the A507 flyover, and also would spray and scrape the path through the bank and the underpass to remove weeds and moss.


Norton Road grass verge between A507 and Norton Road

With regard to the extremely poor state of the grass verge following recent roundabout realignment and new cycle/footway works, Andy Hancock advised that highways which are under development are the responsibility of the developers, but as they would be asking Highways to take responsibility at some point, he would try and get the condition of the verge rectified before that point.


Norton Road roundabout

Contact details for the developers and the company who originally maintained the roundabout before realignment works were provided to Andy Hancock.  He also advised that he would get the grass on the roundabout cut back about 5 or 6 yards from the kerbing, to just behind the signs, to aid road safety.


UPDATE

Andy Hancock was able to get the developers to cut back the weeds and grass on the Norton Road roundabout verge, and it is now ready for a stone pick so that Rik Golder can resume cutting the area in his programme.  Prior to the suggested stone pick and use of roller to flatten the area, it has been suggested that spring bulbs are planted.  Amey’s Landscape Manager advises that they should be native bulbs Narcissus Bulbocodium, and should be cut back in July.  They should be planted away from the edge of the verge for vehicle visibility and for the planter’s safety.


Resolved that with regard to the Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway, Highways are chased again, stressing how dangerous the situation is as the area has become extremely overgrown.  If we don’t hear within a week of chasing, write to the head of Highways to explain how long we have been asking for the work to be done, and that no work is being carried out despite being told on numerous occasions that it would be.  Point out that Leighton Linslade has recently become a ‘cycle town’ which Central Beds has been focusing on, and that our existing good cycle network is poorly maintained and very dangerous.
5948.
CENTENARY WOOD MEETING

Councillor Hayes gave a report on the site meeting he attended with Councillor Mrs Cooper and representatives of Teasel regarding Centenary Wood.


Teasel had requested the meeting as they were becoming disheartened by the recent damage to the Wood.  It was agreed at the site meeting that it would make sense to remove most of the logs from the Wood and to remove other fire hazards and clear the undergrowth to help prevent a repeat of the recent fire and vandal damage.  This would open up the Wood and make it more visible to those passing by.

Teasel will continue with their routine maintenance work of the Wood, but the Council would need to know if there were trees which were ill or damaged.


They will be investigating some sort of entrance barrier, and suggested contacting Cliff Andrews at BRCC regarding a wide gate to be locked (to be used by Teasel with their maintenance equipment), with pedestrian access – along the lines of the pedestrian access at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground.


Members agreed with the discussions that took place at the site meeting and actions that will be taken.  It was pointed out that there is money in the budget to do work at Centenary Wood so Teasel would need to come to us with receipts for work done and we will reimburse them.

5949.
HIRE OF ROLLER FOR NORTON ROAD ROUNDABOUT VERGE/BANK

Members were asked to consider hiring a walk-behind roller to flatten the grass bank at the Norton Road roundabout in order that our landscape contractor can resume grass cutting.  Cost of roller hire for one day is £35, with landscape contractor’s fees for the work a maximum of £140.  He will also be able to transport the roller to flatten uneven verges near the Land South of Stotfold development on Hitchin Road.


Resolved that a walk-behind roller is hired at the above costs, with the landscape contractor carrying out the work - maximum £140.  As referred to in the Norton Road roundabout site meeting item above, spring bulbs are to be purchased and planted prior to the work, to replace the bulbs uprooted during roundabout realignment and footway works.

5950.
CYCLING & WALKING STRATEGY CONTRIBUTION (SECTION 106) – QUEEN STREET DEVELOPMENT (Town Enhancement minute 268-22/07/09) 

The Town Enhancement Committee have already suggested using some of the money to improve all the footpaths in the town, particularly for use by disabled residents.  They noted that the footpath between Mill Lane and Baldock Road is very unusable by residents using mobility scooters.  Teasel were asked for their thoughts on where to allocate the money, and responded as follows: improve footpath from Mill Lane to Baldock (footpath no. 5).  A surface was laid adjacent to the Queen Street development but it left unsurfaced lengths to the north and south.  Also suggest surfacing section of footpath no. 21 as it is the only one of a number in the Church Yard that is not tarmaced.

The work is to follow Local Plan Policy TP1, which states:


Policy TP1

The Council will promote both new and enhanced provision for cyclists and pedestrians within the District, particularly where it may serve to connect or reinforce existing linkages between and within settlements and provide a safe and convenient alternative to the private motor car.  In particular the Council will:
(i)
Support the provision of a network of pedestrian and cycle routes which allow safe and convenient access to town and village centres, schools and community facilities, employment areas, leisure and recreational facilities, and public open space; and
(ii)
Support the proposals to safeguard, improve and extend the pedestrian and cycle network in both rural and urban areas.

Recommended that the following footway and cycleway improvements are suggested to Central Beds, in relation to works for the Section 106 agreement for the Queen Street development:  All footways in the town as per the Town Enhancement Committee’s suggestion, footpath 21 in the Church Yard as per Teasel’s suggestion, and installation of dropped kerbs at the Silverbirch junction with Astwick Road.


A request was made for consideration of works to be done on the footpath between Mill Lane and Baldock Road to be put on the November agenda of this Committee.

5951.
PROVISION OF LARGER SKATE PARK AND FENCING

Members were asked to consider quotations received to provide a larger skate park and fencing, as per a previous request and petition from young residents (minute 5886-10/06/09).  A copy of the quotations were circulated to Members prior to the meeting.


Members felt that we should still pursue the idea of providing a larger skate park, as we have been previously advised that there are several funding sources we could approach, and the young people of the town have advised that they would use such a facility.


Queries were raised over the large differences in quotes for individual pieces of equipment, and the Clerk advised that she would check with each company on the matter.


Resolved that: 

(a)
Fencing for the larger skate park is not considered at this stage,


(b)
The companies who provided the quotes, Wickstead Leisure and Century Street and Leisure, are to be asked to  produce a site plan and full costings, to include the cost of groundworks for an increased size skate park.

A Member advised that he had recently visited a skate park which was an excavated site rather than pieces of equipment on tarmac, and wondered if this may be a cheaper option with less maintenance.  He will forward the details to the Clerk for further investigation.

5952.
NON-SLIP PAINT FOR SKATE RAMPS

Members were asked to consider the use of non-slip paint for skate ramps and a quote received.  Arlesey Town Council advise that they have had no problems with the paint, and problems would only arise if the paint isn’t applied regularly, i.e. at least once a year.  All skate ramp companies approached have advised that there isn’t a specific paint produced for this purpose, but Arlesey Town Council use Gravitex Paint.  Clements Playground Management advise that we would need approximately 12 litres of Gravitex Paint at £8 per litre, and would charge £310 to paint on.  This would need re-doing at least once a year, but we could paint it ourselves.


Resolved that 12 litres of grey Gravitex Paint is purchased as above, and if his costs would be cheaper than £310, Mr Summerfield is to be asked to paint the skate ramps and to monitor its condition before considering further future coats of paint.  If not, Clements Playground Management are to carry out the work.
5953.
REPORT ON VISIT TO PIX BROOK

Councillor Mrs Clarey gave a report on a site meeting at the Land South of Stotfold, attended by Councillor Mrs Cooper and Mr Michael Payne, Site Manager for Wimpey, to view the works to improve the water flow of the Pix Brook channels.


In April/May there was very little water in the Brook, and lots of vegetation and rubbish blocking the flow of water, particularly along the bank at the back of Hyde Avenue, while a healthy flow of water was moving along the new channel built by the developers.


At the site meeting on 18th August they visited the area where the improvements have been made, which has restored the water level along the back of the Hazel Grove properties.  The two main improvements were shown in photographs circulated to Members: cut away sections of the bank, and water calming measures.


It was felt that we need to keep an eye on the situation, and to be aware of the state of Pix Brook as it flows from Letchworth.  We should monitor on the state of the bank, undergrowth, rubbish particularly alongside Hyde Avenue and Howard Drive, and must be aware that as more concrete covers the Land South of Stotfold development the impact on water levels along the back of Coppice Mead where the channels and the Pix Brook merge, and on to Heron Way.

5954.
BUDGET UPDATE

Members were previously provided with a budget update and Reserves status report as at the end of August 2009.  They considered any actions necessary and it was:


Resolved that the budget update and Reserves status report be noted, with comments in the report being taken into account when setting next financial year’s budgets.
5955.
YOUTH SHELTER – RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD

Members were asked to consider the principle of siting a youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field, as suggested by PC Needham at the September Council meeting.  A proposal was put to agree to the principle of siting a youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field, provided the Town Council will not be fully funding it, which was seconded.


Concerns were expressed over the possible increase in volume of youngsters using the footpath by Silverbirch Avenue en route to the shelter, and concerns that the current policing levels aren’t sufficient to cope with an increase in youngsters in this area.  When this matter was considered some years ago it was agreed then that it was a good idea, but that the shelter design may lead to territorial issues, and that the shelter should be overlooked.


Members were advised that youngsters who responded to the Town Plan questionnaire said they would like to see the provision of such a facility and would use it.  The shelter would be facing outwards towards the car park and playing field to assist with policing.


Recommended that the Council agrees to the principle of siting a youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field, provided that the Council will not be fully funding it.


Councillors Mrs Bundock and Saunders requested that their names be recorded as voting against this item.

5956.
TO ADVISE ON LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by Central Bedfordshire Council’s litter picks and where litter has been accumulating for some time.


Resolved that the following litter hotspots are reported to Central Beds:

· Litter bin in the playground area of the Mill View development is overflowing

· Litter bin missing at the High Street end of the footway through to Brook Street (path to rear of Simpson Centre and Memorial Hall), litter is now accumulating.


Resolved that owners of the following properties are advised of litter accumulation within their boundaries:

· 62 Regent Street, currently appears unoccupied, has high levels of litter accumulation within their boundary at the front of the property.

· Now that the grass has been cut at Hallworth House, high levels of litter is visible – advise Aragon Housing.

5957.
TO ADVISE ON FAULTY LIGHTING AROUND THE TOWN AND RELATED ISSUES



Resolved that the following be reported to Highways:

· Lamp number B5, Roe Close is on all day.

· Lamp outside Kings Bakery on Rook Tree Lane is not lit at night.

· Lamp head in St Mary’s Church Yard has recently been taken off and replaced with a modern one – this spoils the look of the lamp which is situated within the curtilage of a listed building – can this and all future lamp heads within the Church Yard be replaced with an older style head.

· Norton Road – the last two lights on the left as you leave Stotfold are not lit at night.




Resolved that Mr Seymour is advised of the following:

· The lamp fixed to the end of the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground changing room building (changing room end) is not lit at night.

5958.
GENERAL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT, AS ADVISED BY MEMBERS



Resolved that the following works be carried out:




C.B.A. Highways
· The road drain on Regent Street near the junction with Rook Tree Lane is blocked and needs clearing.

· The road drain on Regent Street at the junction with Church Road is blocked and needs clearing.




Mr Summerfield
· The bin at the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground needs re-fixing again.  The Clerk will look into alternative fixing measures to prevent the bin from being lifted from the ground.

· The hole at the entrance to the Brook Street car park has reappeared and needs filling.  Use bitumen paint in the hole first before applying tarmac filling to ensure it sticks in place.

· Trim back weeds at the bridge on Brook Street.



Mr Golder
· Remove the Mountain Ash that is growing in the verge at the Riverside Playing Field car park.

· Lift the crowns of the trees along the back edge of The Green near Roker Park, and epicornical growth (2 Limes and 1 Sycamore)

The Clerk is to seek quotations to remove the stumps at the corner of The Green where the hedge was removed last year.

5959.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

A Member pointed out that there is an article in the current edition of the Bedfordshire Bugle which refers to the Chalk Art Community Grant Scheme which can help provide funds for benches, although it was felt that this relates to the Luton area of Bedfordshire, but the Clerk would check.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.21pm

CHAIRMAN
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