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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 9th December 2009 commencing at 7.00pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies.

2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda.  Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only).
5.
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence.

6.
Hard wiring test – Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Rooms

To approve Terry Seymour carrying out hard wiring tests on the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Rooms at £200 plus vat. 

7.
National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners

To consider taking an annual subscription of £55 plus vat to join the National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners Ltd.  Benefits of joining are: information and guidance – allotment legislation, plot holders and local authority responsibilities, preparation of leases and rental agreements, and legal advice; quarterly magazine with news items and topical articles; specific allotment insurance available; discounted seed scheme.
8.
Polytunnel and shed  request on allotment plot

To consider a request from the tenant of allotment plot 2 to erect a 4m x 2m polytunnel and 2.4m x 1.8m shed towards the back of the plot.

9.
Use of The Green for Car Boot Sale

To consider a request from the Friends of St Mary’s Church to use The Green for a Car Boot Sale on Saturday 12th June 2010, from 12noon until 4pm.
10.
Hedge at allotments – flailing work

To consider a quote from Mr Dilley to flail the front boundary hedge at the Norton Road allotments in the sum of £120.  Mr Golder has been asked for his views on whether the hedge requires cutting, and felt that it does and that it would need flailing rather than cutting with a trimmer.  It would be preferable to cut the hedge at this time to ensure that there are no nesting birds.

11.
Drainage of Riverside Playing Field car park

To consider undertaking a camera survey of the drainage pipes by Dial-a-rod at £50 plus vat per hour.  Mr Castle has been asked for his recollection of the location of the drainage pipes in the car park during its construction.  He believes that the pipe is a straight run from the car park to the river of interlocking earthenware pipes and many years ago it was able to be rodded through to clear blockages.  The suggestion is that a camera survey is undertaken to establish if any of the pipes have collapsed.  If this is the case further consideration should be made as to complete replacement of the pipework, installing a ‘french drain’, or whether it is feasible to find the damaged pipe and replace/repair.
12.
To advise on litter hotspots around the town

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.
13.
To advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

14.
General work to be carried out as advised by Members at this meeting.
15.
Any items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk

4th December 2009
To:
All Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee- Cllr Mrs Cooper (Chairman), Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, B Collier, A Cooper, S Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, B Saunders & L Stoter.  Other Councillors for information only

CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
9th December 2009
MATTERS ARISING
Report on site meeting regarding Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway and Hitchin Road underpass (see minute 5971-11/11/09)
Central Beds Councillor John Street hopes to be able to provide an update in time for this meeting on his investigations into a cycle path for Hitchin Road.

To discuss matters relating to any lighting issues around the town (see minute 5973-11/11/09)
Highways have advised that the planned lighting (5 year programme) for Highbush Road (column replacements) and Hyde Avenue (column replacements) is in the current draft document to take place next year.  A final consultation on the document will take place during December and the programme will be confirmed in January/February.
Norton Road roundabout and Hitchin Road underpass site meeting report (see minute 5977-11/11/09)
There has been a delay in the starting date for the scraping back and hedge cutting works.  It is hoped that work will start shortly.  The Clerk is constantly chasing this matter.
Provision of larger skate park (see minute 5951-09/09/09)
Wickstead Leisure, Century Leisure and Ramp Metal have been asked to produce a site plan showing layout and full costings, to include the cost of groundworks, for an increased size skate park.  Sufficient details are not available for consideration, and the companies are being chased.
Remove old hedge stumps on corner of The Green (see minute 5984)
It has been established that the original quote to remove the hedge in 2008 also included stump grinding.  As the work wasn’t completed as per the quote, Steve Dear Trees have confirmed that they will carry out the stump grinding work with no extra charge on 20th January 2010.
CORRESPONDENCE
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk
-
Natural World – Winter 2009
-
Wildlife Action – Winter 2009
-
Tree News – Autumn/Winter 2009
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