



MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2009 AT 8.00PM
Councillors present:


B Collier (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






Mrs D Haslett-Saunders
S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde


D Savill






B Saunders


Mrs C Turner

Also present:
9 members of the public, and the Assistant Clerk
8433.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Stoter and Mrs Lewin.

8434.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
Councillors Mrs Hyde and Mrs Haslett-Saunders both declared an interest in the site in Arlesey Road.
8435.
INTRODUCTION
The Chairman listed the four potential gypsy and traveller sites identified in Stotfold. Members of the Council and the public were given maps to illustrate the sites.
Correspondence from Central Bedfordshire Council’s Development Strategy Task Force outlining the shortlist for the Gypsy and Traveller Sites was then handed out to Councillors and the public. The Chairman confirmed that none of the sites in Stotfold have been selected, but confirmed he would still be attending the meeting on Monday 14th December at Chicksands.

8436. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS
Mr Pearson

Enquired how firm the 12 shortlisted sites were and how many sites were listed in total. He considered it was excellent news that Stotfold was not on the list but added this news should be received with care.

Central Bedfordshire Councillor Mrs Turner


Confirmed she had attended the Taskforce meeting on 7th December with trepidation. She confirmed that the original 24 sites across Bedfordshire had been reduced to 17 by the Chairman of the Taskforce.  All sites had been visited by Councillors including the four sites listed in Stotfold.  She confirmed that the Arlesey Road site was the only one on the 17 listed by the Chairman, then following a heated debate the final 12 sites were agreed upon by the Taskforce. She advised that if further information about any of the 12 sites is received in Monday’s meeting it is possible that other sites will be put onto the short list.

Councillor Hayes


Enquired if it was possible to find out the address/location of the original 110 sites identified throughout Bedfordshire. Also enquired regarding Stotfold’s ranking in selection process.

Central Bedfordshire Councillor Mrs Christine Turner

Advised that there were 40 sites listed up to 2016. Stotfold’s ranking was number one.


Councillor Cooper

Commented that the Chairman of each of the 12 parishes selected would be attending the meeting on 14th December to put their case forward. He commented on the fact that some of the sites were already Gypsy and Traveller sites.

Mr Masterton


Enquired if this information was confidential and was advised that it was not.

Mr Pearson


Wanted to stress we are not out of the woods yet – but would like to thank Councillor Mrs Turner for all her hard work.


At the end of the oral question time, the Chairman reiterated that he would be attending the meeting on Monday and would report back Monday/Tuesday as soon as possible.


There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.16pm
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