



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

Mrs A Clarey






A Cooper


S Hayes






Mrs J Hyde


B Saunders

Also present:

Councillors Mrs Turner, D Savill and the Assistant Clerk
5994.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Stoter and Mrs Lewin.

5995.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests

MATTERS ARISING
5996.
Report on site meeting regarding Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway and Hitchin Road underpass (see minute 5971 – 11/11/09)                                                                                                                                                 
            Central Beds Councillor John Street is chasing an update on the shared cycle/footway on Hitchin Road
5997.
To discuss matters relating to any lighting issues around the town (see minute 5973 – 11/11/09)
Highways have advised that the planned lighting (5 year programme) for Highbush Road (column replacements ) is in the current draft document to take place next year. A final consultation on the document will take place during December and the programme will be confirmed in January/February.
5998.
Norton Road roundabout and Hitchin Road underpass site meeting report (see minute 5977 – 11/11/09)

There has been a delay in the starting date for the scraping back and hedge cutting works. It is hoped that work will start shortly. The Clerk is constantly chasing this matter.
5999.
Provision of larger skate park (see minute 5951 – 09/09/09)

Wicksteed Leisure, Century Leisure and Ramp Mental are being chased to provide a site plan showing layout and full costings.
6000.
Remove old hedge stumps on corner of The Green (see minute 5984)
It has been established that the original quote to remove the hedge in 2008 also included stump grinding. Steve Dear Trees have confirmed that they will carry out the stump grinding work with no extra charge on 20th January 2010.

CORRESPONDENCE
6001.
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Natural World – Winter 2009 .

-
Wildlife Action – Winter 2009 

- 
Tree News – Autumn/Winter 2009 

6002.
HARD WIRING TEST – HITCHIN ROAD RECREATION GROUND CHANGING ROOMS

To approve Terry Seymour carrying out hard wiring tests on the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground Changing Rooms at £200 plus vat
Resolved that the hard wiring tests for the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground are carried out at a cost of £200 plus vat from the Open Spaces Maintenance and Repair budget.
6003.
TO CONSIDER TAKING AN ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION OF £55 PLUS VAT TO JOIN THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF ALLOTMENT & LEISURE GARDENERS LTD.
Resolved that the subscription to the National Society of Allotment & Lesiure Gardeners in the sum of £55 plus vat is taken out for one year to see if useful, from the subscriptions budget
6004.
TO CONSIDER GIVING PERMISSION FOR THE TENANT OF ALLOTMENT PLOT 2 TO ERECT A 4M X 2M POLYTUNNEL AND 2.4M X 1.8M SHED TOWARDS THE BACK OF THE PLOT
Resolved that the request from the tenant of Norton Road allotment plot 2 to erect a polytunnel and shed as detailed above be approved

6005.
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH TO USE THE GREEN FOR A CAR BOOT SALE ON SATURDAY 12TH JUNE 2010

There are no other bookings scheduled on this day. The Friends of St Mary’s Church will require access from 12 noon until 4pm.
Resolved that the request from St Mary’s Church to use The Green for parking during the afternoon of 12th June 2010 for a Car Boot Sale be approved
6006.
TO CONSIDER A QUOTE FROM MR DILLEY TO FLAIL THE FRONT BOUNDARY HEDGE AT NORTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS FOR THE SUM OF £120.

Mr Golder has been asked for his views on whether the hedge requires cutting, and felt that it does and would it would need flailing rather than cutting with a trimmer. Members were reminded that the hedge was last cut in 2006.
Resolved that Mr Dilley is instructed to flail the front boundary hedge at the Norton Road allotments at the cost of £120 from the Open Spaces Maintenance and Repair budget.
6007.
DRAINAGE OF RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD CAR PARK

To consider undertaking a camera survey of the drainage pipes in the Riverside Playing Field car park by Dial-A-Rod at £50 plus vat per hour to establish if any of the pipes have collapsed.
Resolved that a limit of approximately £200 is set to cover cost of survey and that a councillor/member of staff and Mr Summerfield be present when the survey is taking place to plot a surface mark to indicate where the problem is.

6008.
TO ADVISE ON LITTER HOTSPOTS AROUND THE TOWN
Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.
Resolved that the following litter hotspots are reported to Central Beds:
· Litter accumulating around the Stag Public House on Brook Street

· Litter along the length of Pendleton Way cycle path.

6009. TO ADVISE ON FAULTY LIGHTING AROUND THE TOWN AND RELATED ISSUES




Resolved that the following be reported to Highways
· Various lamps at Hitchin Road roundabout/A507
· Lamp at Doug’s Barbers, Hitchin Road

· Lamp to end of Hallworth Drive located on Hitchin Road (has bus timetable on it.) Has been marked for repair

6010.
GENERAL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT, AS ADVISED BY MEMBERS




Resolved that the following works be carried out:



C.B.A. Highways
· Poor quality work carried out on road at 3a The Green. White markings suggest that major patching should have been done on one side. Chase to see when work is to be completed.
· 2 large and dangerous potholes on the drive to St Mary’s church car park, which is also a public footpath
· Footpath leading from Alexander Road through to High Street has several large dips where ponding occurs frequently.
Mr Summerfield

· To collect traffic cone from Alexander Road, close to junction with Church Road, and wash road sign.

· To clear mud and weeds from Church Road footway at kerb edge close to junction with The Crofts.

6011. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
Correspondence has just been received from Stotfold Town Football Club requesting permission to use The Green for parking on Sunday 17th January 2010 as they have reached the 4th round of the FA Vase and their fixture has been drawn at home to AFC Shildon of Co Durham. Members were minded to approve executive action confirming the use of The Green subject to weather conditions and no prior booking.

Councillor Cooper requested a letter be sent to the owners of the Old Post Office politely requesting that they tidy the front of their property.

Councillor Savill reported that an allotment holder had requested more hoggin put down at the allotments where the path leads down to the river as it is very wet and muddy.
Councillor Mrs Hyde expressed concern regarding letters sent out by the office to all allotment holders informing them of measuring and surveying work to be carried out. Mrs Hyde requested that in future all letters should be approved by the Recreation Committee or placed on the Clerk’s report. The Assistant Clerk advised that this was a housekeeping exercise to bring the office records up to date with accurate measurements of all the plots.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.43pm
CHAIRMAN
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