DRAFT


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY 2009 AT 7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs M Cooper (Chairman)






Mrs S Bundock

B Collier






A Cooper


S Hayes






B Saunders


L Stoter

Also present:



The Clerk

5909.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Clarey, Mrs Hyde and Mrs Lewin.

5910.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.


MATTERS ARISING

5911.
To receive a report on the site meeting regarding Hitchin Road shared cycle/footway and the Hitchin Road underpass (see minute 5887-10/06/09)

Central Beds Councillor John Street is still investigating the matter of a cycle path for Hitchin Road under the National Cycle Network and Sustrans schemes.

5912.
To consider a request from a young resident for a free graffiti wall to be built at the Riverside Playing Field (see minute 5888-10/06/09)

The young resident requesting the graffiti wall is yet to forward his petition to show support.  This matter will be left until such time that a petition is received.

5913.
General work to be carried out (see minute 5867-13/05/09)

The Highways Landscape Manager is checking ownership of the land at the underpass of the A507 at its junction with Hitchin Road and what their contractual obligations may be.  No response has been received and has been chased again.  A site meeting between the Landscape Manager, temporary Highways Area Steward, the Chairman and the Clerk will be set up to deal with the matter of Hitchin Road, and also the condition of the area directly around the Norton Road roundabout.
5914.
Painting of skate park ramps with non-slip paint (see minute 5890-10/06/09)

ROSPA and the original suppliers of the ramps have been asked for their opinion on the use of non-slip paint on skate ramps and whether there are any safety implications, they have not yet responded and have been chased.  As Arlesey Town Council use a non-slip paint on their ramps, they will be asked if they have received any complaints from users of the skate ramps regarding the surface, and if it has been of benefit to them.

5915.
To receive and consider a request and petition from a young Stotfold resident for a larger skate park at the Riverside Playing Field (see minute 5886-10/06/09)

Some of the costs and information for this project have been received, however we are still waiting for costs for perimeter fencing.  It is requested that we provide more information as to what type of fencing is required and an approximate height and length before estimates can be given.  Two suggestions from suppliers were either steel palisade for a very secure system, or a lower cost chain link fence may suffice.  Once this has been established, costs will be provided at the next meeting.  Members agreed that initial costs should be obtained for a bow top metal fence to go around the current skate park, leaving enough space for safety to allow run-off from the equipment into the fencing. 


With regard to funding Tim Herrod, Sports & Development Officer at Central Bedfordshire has provided links to some of the possible funding opportunities for this project.  These include the following:

· Central Bedfordshire Community Grant Scheme for grants up to £10,000.

· Sport England for small grants up to £10,000.

· WREN landfill grants

Tim Herrod advised speaking to Sue Norman of BRCC to see if BIFFA are supporting projects and it may also be worth speaking to Bedford CVC as they have more funding information.

5916.
To consider a request for the provision of new bins by the bench opposite the petrol station on the Pendleton Cyclepath, and another to be located at the southern side of the road (see minute 5901-10/06/09)

A request has been sent to Central Bedfordshire Environmental Health team to install rubbish bins as per the resident’s request, to collect rubbish and to step up the litter picks in the area.  No response has been received to date regarding the installation of the bins, but the Environmental Health team have visited the area with regard to the level of rubbish.  Etonbury School have contacted this office in response to a letter sent to them regarding litter on Arlesey Road.  They have assured us that pupils are reminded in assemblies not to drop litter on route to and from school, and pointed out that staff and pupils took part in the recent Make Stotfold Shine event.

5917.
To advise on litter hotspots around the town (see minute 5905-10/06/09)

An incident of fly tipping in Oliver’s Lane was reported to Central Bedfordshire Council following the last meeting, and Councillor Mrs Bundock was subsequently approached by a resident in the immediate vicinity, Mrs Moules.  She had been approached by a man who apparently accused her of dumping the rubbish in the lane.  She was very upset at this accusation and queried whether it was a member of the Town Council staff or Central Beds.  The Clerk has written to Mrs Moules and explained that it was not a member of the Town Council staff, and that she has taken the matter up with the Environmental Health team at Central Beds to ask why Mrs Moules was apparently accused in this manner.  Mrs Moules has thanked the Council for dealing with the matter so promptly.

5918.
General work to be carried out (see minute 5896-10/06/09)


With regard to the Queen Street Section 106 Agreement, concern was expressed that the required works have not been carried out, and include: highway works, play area and open space work.  The Clerk will chase Central Beds on the matter.


With regard to the siding out works along the footway between the A507 and Fairfield Park, we were previously advised that it would be completed by the end of June, and the work has still not yet been started.  The Clerk will chase this matter. 
5919.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence to report.
5920.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
· The Friends of St Mary’s Church have thanked the Committee for the use of The Green on Saturday 6th June to hold a car boot sale.  The event was a success and the proceeds will be used towards repairs on the Church.

· Terry Seymour has now fitted the wire mesh guards to the MUGA floodlights.

5921.
TO RECEIVE THE ROSPA PLAY AREA SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT FOLLOWING THEIR INSPECTION CARRIED OUT DURING MAY, WHERE SOME MEDIUM AND MEDIUM/HIGH RISKS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED

Members were previously provided with a copy of the relevant pages of the report which showed medium and medium/high risks in our play areas.  


Each identified risk was discussed and it was:




Resolved that the following works are carried out:




Hitchin Road Recreation Ground

Basketball Net & Goal Wall
· Mr Summerfield is to reinstate the ground in this area.

2 Cradle Swings – 1 Bay
· Mr Summerfield is to use a rubber mallet to tap the top of the metal poles to see if rust inside the unit is dislodged which will indicate its structural integrity, and to report to the Committee.

The Green
Site and Ancillary Items
· Mr Summerfield is to re-set the sign post as it has become loose in the ground.
2 Cradle Swings – 1 Bay
· Mr Summerfield is to use a rubber mallet to tap the top of the metal poles to see if rust inside the unit is dislodged which will indicate its structural integrity, and to report to the Committee.
Rotaplay Turnstile
· Ask Clements Playground Management for a price for a new wet pour surface around this piece of equipment.




Riverside Playing Field
4 Flat Swings – 2 Bays – Hirst
· Mr Summerfield is to use a rubber mallet to tap the top of the metal poles to see if rust inside the unit is dislodged which will indicate its structural integrity, and to report to the Committee.

· Mr Summerfield is to remove the shackle bolt and check bush and shackle in pin wear, and replace if necessary.
· Mr Summerfield is to tighten the retaining nuts in the head block wedge to prevent lateral movement to the frame.

· Ask Clements Playground Management for a price for repairing the wet pour surface at the base of the support leg, and the damaged/missing edging.

4 Cradle Swings – 2 Bays
· Mr Summerfield is to use a rubber mallet to tap the top of the metal poles to see if rust inside the unit is dislodged which will indicate its structural integrity, and to report to the Committee.

· Mr Summerfield is to remove the shackle bolt and check bush and shackle in pin wear, and replace if necessary.




Skate Park - Fun Box/Driveway
· Ask Clements Playground Management for advice on the type of material to use to repair the raised tarmac edge at the transition point.  Is coldfill tarmac with bitumen bonding adequate for the job.




BMX – all items and surfaces
· Ask Clements Playground Management for advice on the type of material to use to repair the raised tarmac edge at the transition point.  Is coldfill tarmac with bitumen bonding adequate for the job.

5922.
TO APPROVE THE ERECTION OF A PERMANENT SECURITY FENCE AT THE BOWLS CLUB ALONG THE BROOK STREET FRONTAGE TO MATCH THE FENCE NOW IN SITU ALONG THE HITCHIN ROAD RECREATION GROUND FOOTPATH

This request follows a fire on 30th June 2009 which completely destroyed the hedge on the Brook Street frontage.  A temporary fence has been erected to secure the area.  A hedge of this age is irreplaceable and the Club are asking if the Town Council has any objections to the erection of a security fencing to match the fence now in situ on the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground footpath perimeter of the Club grounds.  They have also advised that they are in the process of ordering and erecting gates and fencing to replace the existing wooden ones at the entrance to the Bowls Club car park, as previously agreed with this Council some time ago.


Resolved that there is no objection to the Bowls Club erecting a fence to the match the current one, as long as they comply with relevant current planning regulations regarding fence height and type, as it is alongside a public highway and footway.

5923.
TO APPROVE THE DRAFT LETTING POLICY AND CONDITIONS OF HIRE DOCUMENTS FOR COUNCIL OWNED RECREATION GROUNDS

The draft letting policy and conditions of hire documents were previously circulated to Members.  Slight amendments for clarification were made, and it was:


Resolved that the letting policy and conditions of hire documents for Council owned recreation grounds be approved and issued to hirers of such facilities.  The Clerk is to seek clarification over the Alcohol Free Zone order, and take advice on whether every hirer is required to take out public liability insurance for their event, make the necessary amendments to the documents and advise the Committee accordingly.  The documents will apply to all users, including the football teams, and the documents currently being used for visiting fairs and circuses will be amended accordingly using the new documents.
5924.
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE COSTS FOR INSPECTING AND FLUSHING OUT THE DRAIN AT THE RIVERSIDE PLAYING FIELD CAR PARK

Prices have been obtained from two companies to carry out the necessary work to clear the drain at the Riverside Playing Field car park:


Premier Drainage
£150 plus vat to jet wash (fixed price)


Dial-a-rod

£65 per hour plus vat to jet wash





£50 per hour plus vat to use cameras to investigate


Resolved that the quote from Premier Drainage to jet wash the drain at £150 plus vat is accepted.


Once the work has been carried out, the situation will be monitored and the Committee may need to consider alternative measures.
5925.
TO ADVISE ON LITTER HOT SPOTS AROUND THE TOWN

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.


There were no litter hot spots reported.

5926.
TO DISCUSS MATTERS RELATING TO ANY LIGHTING ISSUES AROUND THE TOWN




Resolved that the following be reported to Highways:

· The light outside the Bowls Club on Brook Street, near the footpath to the Hitchin Road Recreation Ground changing rooms needs replacing following the fire to the hedge below.

· The light in the footpath between Brook Street and High Street, near Hallworth House, is still out and was reported some time ago.
· Ask what the planned work is for the lighting in Highbush Road and Hyde Avenue, as per the five year programme, and when the work will take place.

5927.
GENERAL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT AS ADVISED BY MEMBERS



Resolved that the following works be carried out:




C.B.A. Highways
· Small deep footway hole adjacent to vehicle access to Regency Flowers.  The access to this property and The Haven, which also serves as a pedestrian footway, are badly broken down and in need of repair.
· Footway drain adjacent to Nos. 52/53 High Street is sprouting weeds.
· Category 1 defect on the road at the Pharmacy on Brook Street

· Small plate on footway missing at No. 21 Brook Street.

· NTL plate missing between Wycklond Close and Pix Brook on Brook Street.

· There is still a pothole in Hitchin Road between the A507 roundabout and Fairfield Park.

· Spoil from recent building work at 111 Hitchin Road has been dumped on the grass verge outside their property, ask CBA to request that it is removed.

· Remind that a very large puddle of water is still forming on the Norton Road roundabout during wet weather.  The drains need clearing again and suggest CBA ask the developers of adjacent site to lift road level in this area to stop pooling.

· Advise Highways Area Steward that the recently installed wooden bollards on the grass area between Princess Street and Common Road have become very loose and are not sited correctly to prevent cars from driving through from one road to another.  Ask if they have any further options they can urgently pursue, and in the meantime to re-install the bollards and fill the large spaces to prevent vehicular access.




River Ivel Internal Drainage Board
· Remove debris lodged under and against the bridge in Brook Street.

· The weir recently built in the new Pix Brook channel has collapsed in the recent heavy downpours.  It was built using a pile of blocks which weren’t secured together, suggest they re-construct the weir in a more permanent fashion, or ask the developers of the site to do so. 




C.B.A. Tree Officer

· Trees on the grass verge in area of 107 Hitchin Road need the lower branches removing as there is poor visibility when leaving driveways onto Hitchin Road.




Mr Summerfield
· To strim under the benches around the town.
· Clear all vegetation to front of ‘Stotfold’ sign on Norton Road, and weedspray area in immediate vicinity.

· Two wooden bollards are out of the ground on the grass verge opposite the Roecroft Centre in Church Road.  One is missing and requires replacing.

· The back of the seat on the High Street at the junction with The Avenue has been broken off.  It should be possible to repair with a metal or wooden plank.

· Remove the impromptu swing erected on the tree closest to The Haven car park.




Anglian Water
· A small puddle has gathered in the gutter on Hitchin Road outside the pumping station.  This was during the recent very hot weather and never dried out.  It may be the start of a leak, possibly sewerage and needs urgent investigation.

5928.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

A Member advised that he had received email correspondence regarding Centenary Wood.  Apparently young people have been gaining access to the wood and lighting fires, stripping bark from trees and inscribing their names in the bare wood, and constructing bike ramps and tracks around the wooded area.  Paul Redwood of Teasel feels that the open space, access for all, facility we wished to create appears not to be working and that a gated entrance should now be installed.  

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.10pm

CHAIRMAN



DATED
PAGE  
7
09/07/09


