MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD ON FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 2009 AT 7.30PM
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock

A Cooper





Mrs M Cooper


Mrs D Haslett-Saunders





Mrs J Hyde


B Saunders





D Savill


M Smith





Mrs C Turner


Mrs L Wilding

Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors J Street, J Saunders and I Delgarno, four members of the electorate and the Clerk

8235.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman congratulated the four Stotfold & Arlesey Ward Central Bedfordshire Councillors elected the previous day, and expressed thanks to those others who put themselves forward but were unsuccessful.  He explained that of those, Councillor Hugh Harper had just over 1,000 votes and Councillor Alan Cooper of this Council scored just under 1,000 and felt that they had both done very well.  The new Central Bedfordshire Councillors were introduced to Members as Councillors John Street, John Saunders, Ian Delgarno (also of Arlesey Town Council) and Mrs Christina Turner (also of this Council).  They were asked by the Chairman to try and spread themselves out over as many of the Central Bedfordshire Council Committees as possible to cover all matters for Stotfold and Arlesey.


The Chairman advised that both he and his wife would be attending the forthcoming football club awards ceremony the following evening, and the Army Benevolent Beat the Retreat event taking place next weekend.

8236.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

All Members who are listed on the income sheets as receipt of Annual Town Dinner reimbursement, which was originally paid by a Council cheque, declared an interest.

8237.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Clarey, Hayes, Stoter and Mrs Lewin.

8238.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

Sergeant Needham was unable to attend the meeting due to sickness, and hadn’t been able to produce the monthly crime report for circulation.  There were no questions from Members to forward to Sergeant Needham.

8239.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors at this time.

8240.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCI MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 1ST MAY 2009

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Friday 1st May 2009 were previously circulated to Members, and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Friday 1st May 2009, be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


MATTERS ARISING

8241.
Chairman’s announcements (see minute 8199-1/5/09)

A letter has been sent to the Prime Minister and appropriate cycling body to suggest that Victoria Pendleton receives a higher accolade for her achievements than she currently has.

8242.
Items for information purposes only (see minute 8206-1/5/09)

We have not yet heard from Chief Superintendent Andy Street regarding our concerns over policing levels in the Stotfold area.  However, Councillor Mrs Turner advised that she had spoken to Chief Superintendent Street who advised that District Commander Neil Wilson will shortly be writing to offer to attend the next Council meeting, and may possibly bring the new Inspector Tania Coulling.
8243.
Change of Policing Inspector for Biggleswade ILNA (see minute 8215-1/5/09)

The newly appointed Inspector Tania Coulling has been invited to attend a Council meeting, and/or a Community Safety Group meeting, but no response has been received to date.

8244.
To receive further quotations to set up a new Town Council website (see minute 8222-1/5/09)

Vision ICT Ltd has been instructed to commence work on producing a new Town Council website.

8245.
To consider a request from Stotfold Junior Football Club for the Council to honour the Juniors U14 and U16 teams in their recent achievements (see minute 8223-1/5/09)

A letter of congratulations to the teams has been sent.

8246.
To consider the item of correspondence circulated at the last meeting regarding the gypsy and traveller site consultation (see minute 8224-1/5/09)


The Chief Executive of Central Bedfordshire, Jaki Salisbury, has responded to our letter regarding the apparent leading of meetings by Officers of the Council in the recent gypsy and traveller site consultation.  She notes our dissatisfaction with the recent gypsy and traveller site decision and appreciates that it has been a difficult issue to address.  However the decision we referred to was taken by Members following due process.  It was not made by Officers.  With regard to our comments about Officers misdirecting Committees she advises that it is not clear what our evidence is that led us to this conclusion.  She is satisfied that Officers also followed due process and has seen no evidence that Officers acted inappropriately.  The point relating to comments from Committee Members about ‘not being too concerned about planning issues’ is something she cannot comment on.


She advises that the planning issue for gypsy and traveller sites is ongoing and Central Bedfordshire Council is committed to engaging with residents and stakeholders to achieve a positive outcome on this matter.


A hard copy of the report has been requested and is now on file in the office.

8247.
Community Leisure Centre - To approve changing to a design and build (fixed price contract) project (see minute 8231-1/5/09) & To authorise the change of B3 Architects and Press & Starkey Quantity Surveyors status to Employer’s Agents (see minute 8232-1/5/09)

B3 Architects and Press & Starkey have been advised that the project is to change from a traditional build to a design and build project, and that the representatives of the two companies are to change their status within the project to Employer’s Agents.


CORRESPONDENCE

8248.
Fairfield Players – ‘Deadlier Still’

Two complimentary tickets have been received from Fairfield Players for their forthcoming production ‘Deadlier Still’ – comedy murder mystery.  Tickets are valid for Friday 12th or Saturday 13th June, curtain up 7.45pm, and includes a fish and chip supper.  Any Member wishing to attend is to advise the Clerk.

8249.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor J Saunders gave the following report:

· Advised that between them they will always try to have at least two of the four new Central Beds Councillors at our Council meetings, and assured Members that they won’t be bringing politics to the meetings.

· Of the 66 Council seats available there were 54 Conservatives, 11 Liberal Democrats, 1 Independent, and 0 Labour elected at yesterday’s local election.
· The important issue is to serve the general public, and will be keeping a close focus on gypsy and traveller site issues in the future. 


Councillor I Delgarno gave the following report:

· Advised that he is the Vice-Chairman of Arlesey Town Council, undertakes community work in Arlesey and is a Governor of Fairfield Park Lower School.  He has a personal interest in youth projects and education.  He was a Mid Beds District Councillor.  He advised that he is very much looking forward to working for Stotfold and Arlesey over the next two years.

· Invited all present to attend the opening of a new youth club in Arlesey on Saturday 20th June.  The club will be open for between 1pm and 6pm for the launch and all are welcome.  The young people of Arlesey are very excited about this new facility.


Councillor J Street gave the following report:

· Thanked the Town Council for their help in the recent Making Stotfold Shine event, which was a great success.  They had 50 volunteers.  The bags of rubbish picked up on the day were collected the following day.  After the event he drove around Stotfold and found that there were very few areas where litter still remained, however after three to four days the litter began to re-appear.  He hoped that when residents see litter around the town they pick it up and dispose of it.

· With regard to the new Etonbury School speed restrictions, a problem has occurred with parking in the area, and this is something he is trying to work on.  He has discussed the issue with Sergeant Needham, and also Ted Saunders who has advised that he is happy for parents to park their cars in the Fox & Duck public house car park at school rush hours, rather than park outside the school.  Sergeant Needham has advised that he is quite prepared to issue tickets to those not taking advantage of the extra parking being offered.  An item has been placed in the Etonbury Echo to advise parents that they can park in the Fox & Duck car park.  With regard to a question over when the 20mph speed limit signs will be working, he advised that they are currently testing them, and expects they will be working soon.
· In answer to a comment that residents were promised financial savings in the bid for unitary authority, and that everyone needs to see reductions in their Council Tax, especially in the current economic climate, he advised that of the £50m on deposit Central Beds are £5m down on the expected income.  This is due to the economic climate and the low interest received on the sums held, and is one of the reasons why the Council Tax couldn’t stay where it was.  It is hoped that when the interest rates go up, Central Beds will be pushing for Council Tax to be reduced.  They will probably look at this again when they set their budgets in December.

· With regard to a comment that the Highways budget has been drastically cut and so they can’t carry out all the repair works they had originally planned, he was unable to respond, but would check the details for the next meeting.

On the same matter, the Chairman advised that Highways have asked for our opinion on whether we feel that rumble strips are good in this sort of situation, or whether speed humps would be better.  The general feeling was that rumble strips were better, but there was some opposition to them.

 8250.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Stotfold Guides

Councillor Saunders advised that he had recently attended the Guides’ AGM which was only a quarter of an hour long!  He reported that they are doing well financially and forwarded to the Clerk a copy of their 2008/2009 Annual Report for file.


Community Safety Group
Councillor Mrs Wilding advised that she had attended their AGM held on 14th May, and a report on the meeting is in the current edition of the Stotfold News.  She is pleased to see that Fay Reid has agreed to be the Chairman of the Group for another year, and praised her devotion, and enthusiasm.  John Talbot also worked very hard this past year.  Jeanette Brown has taken over the role of Secretary.  Apparently the Stotfold CSG has been hailed as one of the best examples of a Community Safety Group in this area.


St Mary’s School Governors

Councillor Mrs Wilding advised that she was unable to attend the recent Governors’ meeting, but advised that a report on the meeting was on page 11 of the June Stotfold News.  She had read that the school has this week opened a memorial garden.  It was the idea of a pupil who lost their brother and wanted a quite place to sit and think.  The school provided the garden and it will be looked after the pupils on a rota basis.  It will be available for pupils, and the community on their regular coffee mornings.
8251.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

In the absence of Councillor Mrs Clarey, Chairman of the Steering Group, Councillor Mrs Cooper gave the following report:


Minutes of the last Town Plan Steering Group meeting held on were previously circulated to Members.  She advised that they had now received £1,000 of funding towards the production of the Plan from the former Mid Beds District Council and Central Bedfordshire Council.  The final £500 will be payable on completion of the Plan.  Councillor Larry Stoter has completed the analysis of the data from the questionnaires, and the focus groups have now re-formed to make recommendations for content of the Plan.  Councillor Stoter can do further analysis if required by the focus groups.  The work Councillor Stoter has done so far is equivalent to thousands of pounds of work, and the Steering Group is indebted to him.  The next meeting will be held on Monday 22nd June at 7.30pm in the Simpson Centre.
8252.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

The Chairman advised that the details of the project have been sent into the European magazine OJEU with the closing date for expressions of interest being 31st July 2009.  A long list of contractors will be put together and whittled down to a short list, with the final recommendations coming to the Council to decide which contractors to use for the project.

All the contractors spoken to in the preliminary market testing stage advised that we should be able to get most of what we originally wanted.  A Member advised that the feedback from a large proportion of Stotfold Rifle Club is that if the only option for the building is to have an empty shell for a range, they would be prepared to furnish it, rather than not have a range at all, and feel that this is a very workable option.  The Chairman will pass this on to the architects and contractors.  We will be able to see what the money available will provide once we have received all the submissions.

8253.
TO CONSIDER HOLDING REGULAR COUNCILLOR ‘SURGERIES’ (MORE THAN SIX TIMES A YEAR)

This is a request by the Establishment Committee following their discussions and considerations of Quality Council Status re-accreditation.  Holding the ‘surgeries’ will contribute towards meeting one of the criteria for the Communications test for the Quality Parish Status re-accreditation.  We have to meet at least nine of the items on the criteria list, we already meet that number so it is not critical that we hold the surgeries, but it will be an added bonus.  It will also make the Council and its Councillors more accessible to residents.


Members felt that it was an excellent idea and that it should be held on a one-to-one or two-to two rota basis.  Central Bedfordshire Councillor Saunders advised that he and his fellow Stotfold & Arlesey Central Beds Councillors would complement whatever we arrange.

Resolved that regular Councillor Surgeries are held at least more than six times a year, and that a draft table of dates will be formulated for presentation at the next meeting.  Members will then be asked to volunteer for a surgery date.

8254.
TO REVIEW THE DAY OF THE WEEK ON WHICH WE HOLD FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS


This is a request by the Establishment Committee following their continuing work on reviewing the Council’s Standing Orders.  The Chairman advised that as this would constitute a change to the current Standing Orders, a proposal will be made, seconded and then stand adjourned for one month without discussion.  An item will be placed on the next agenda, where Members can discuss any proposals made, and then vote.  If a proposal was passed it would come into effect in September.


A proposal was made that Council meetings are moved to the 1st Wednesday of the month.  This would fit in very well with our financial arrangements.  It wouldn’t clash with Committee meetings, in particular planning, as of the nineteen planning meetings in the past year, only two were on the 1st of the month, and lasted 7 and 14 minutes.  The applications could have been held over to another meeting, but if there was no possibility of doing so in the future, a planning meeting could take place prior to the Wednesday Council meeting.  Sometimes having a meeting on a Friday can create serious problems.

The proposal was seconded, and the matter now stands adjourned until the July meeting of this Council.

8255.
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR A GRANT FROM STOTFOLD SCOUTS FOR £500 TO ENABLE THEM TO PURCHASE 6 TENTS

The current tents are too small and are reaching the end of their useful life, and the number of Stotfold Scouts is growing.


Resolved that a grant of £500 for the purchase of 6 tents for the Stotfold Scouts be given under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  The Scouts are to be requested to label the tents to show that this Council donated the money.


A discussion then ensued about other funding sources available to local groups within the area, and a request was made to the Central Bedfordshire Councillors to look at reinstating some sort of money giving group, such as the former Community Liaison Forum.  With regard to Church charities, the terms for giving funds are too narrow at present, but it is hoped that this will change.

8256.
TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Annual Statement of Accounts 2008/2009.  There were no queries from Members and it was:

Resolved that the Annual Statement of Accounts be accepted as a true record of the Council’s financial standing to 31st March 2009.
8257.
TO RECEIVE THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT ON THE INTERNAL AUDIT CARRIED OUT ON YEAR END FIGURES 2008/2009

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Internal Auditor’s report provided by Philip Knightley as part of the Annual Return document, together with his written report to be included with the Return.  Members were pleased to see that the Clerk and Assistant Clerk had been complimented on their work with the day to day finances and associated matters, and the compilation of documents for the internal audit review and Annual Return paperwork.


Resolved that the Internal Auditor’s Report on the Internal Audit carried out on year end figures 2008/2009 be received and noted.


Members noted Mr Knightley’s concern over the level of balances held by the Council in that they are rather low for the amount of annual expenditure incurred by the Council.  He advised that it is good practice to have one year’s net expenditure on balance, mainly to cover unforeseen circumstances, and suggested regular small increases in the precept.  It was:

Further resolved that consideration of the Internal Auditor’s suggestion about increasing general reserve amounts is put on an Establishment Committee agenda, sometime before the budget meeting.  A decision will need to be made on how many months of expenditure to increase the reserves by, and over what period of time we will look to make the increase.  Any annual increase decided on will be included when setting budgets for next financial year.
8258.
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT AS PART OF THE 2008/2009 ANNUAL RETURN

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Annual Governance Statement as part of the Annual Return.  There were no queries from Members and it was:


Resolved that the Annual Governance Statement for the Annual Return for year end 2008/2009 be received and approved.

8259.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR MAY 2009

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for May 2009, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8260.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR MAY 2009, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END MAY 2009

Members were previously provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end May 2009.


Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end April together with the bank balances as at end May 2009 be noted.

8261.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


6th May 2009

Councillor Mrs Wilding asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Wilding then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2009.


These were then carried.


20th May 2009


Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2009.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2009.


These were then carried.
8262.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2009.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:

Minute 5879 to be changed to read ‘Members were provided with copies of a letter from the May edition of the Stotfold News from a resident of Hazel Grove about the lack of water in Pix Brook, together with an information sheet she had circulated to residents of Hazel Grove who live adjacent to Pix Brook.  Photographs of the current water levels were also circulated to Members.’


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2009.


These were then carried as amended.
8263.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2009.


These were then carried.

8264.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2009.


These were then carried.

8265.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE (NON-CONFIDENTIAL)

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the non-confidential minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th May 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the non-confidential minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 27th May 2009.


These were then carried.

8266.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

A Rook

Pointed out that cars are parking on yellow lines near Etonbury School and it is causing chaos in that area.  He advised that he has telephoned Highways and their parking/traffic wardens will be making it a hotspot check area.


G Rickwood

Asked what the anticipated start date was for the Community Leisure Centre, and was advised that the current best guess is October this year.


Mrs M Huckle

Advised that there was a large amount of fly tipping on the old Motorola site.  The high mesh fencing has been knocked down and vandals appear to have tampered with gas fittings.  The fly tipping is mainly tree rubbish.


Resolved that the Clerk will contact the owners and planning agents for the site and ask them to improve their security measures to prevent unauthorised access. 
8267.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information purposes only.

8268.
THE CHAIRMAN THEN PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING:


It is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staff issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting

This was passed by Members.

8269.
CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE 8269

Confidential minute 8269 is appended for Members only.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.32pm

CHAIRMAN
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