MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD ON FRIDAY 3RD JULY 2009 AT 7.30PM
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock

A Cooper





Mrs M Cooper


Mrs D Haslett-Saunders





D Savill


M Smith





Mrs C Turner


S Hayes




L Stoter


A Clarey

Also present:
Central Bedfordshire Councillors J Street, J Saunders and three Members of the electorate.
8270.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Due to family commitments the Clerk was unable to attend the meeting and the Assistant Clerk had a previous engagement so was also unable to attend.  Councillor Mrs Cooper took notes of the proceedings. 
8271.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.
8272.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Lewin, Saunders, Mrs Wilding, Mrs Hyde, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Delgarno and P.C Dave Needham.
8273.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

P.C Needham was unable to attend the meeting but had produced the monthly crime report which was circulated at the meeting.

Councillors agreed that the report is in a very reader friendly format again but were disappointed at the lack of any police attendance at our meetings.  Whilst they realise it is preferable to have them out ‘doing their job’ for the community of Stotfold, it would be appreciated if attendance was on at least once a quarter basis.  Councillor Mrs Turner noted that during P.C Needham’s training period crime incidents seem to have increased, but things should improve now he is back from sick leave.  It was suggested that we contact the police again to request attendance at some of our meetings.
8274.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors at this time.

8275.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCI MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 5th JUNE 2009

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Friday 15th June 2009 were previously circulated to Members, and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Friday 5th June 2009, be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING
8276.
Chairman’s announcements (see minute 8241-05/06/09)
A response has been received from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport concerning the nomination of Victoria Pendleton MBE for a further honour.  They advise that Victoria received her MBE in the 2009 New Year Honours list.  There are general conventions when considering people for further awards.  If a person has significant additional achievement, deemed worthy of a further award, an interval of at least five years should have elapsed between them receiving their first award and being considered for a further one.  For example someone who was initially honoured with, say, an MBE in 2009 would not be considered for an OBE until at least 2014, and only after significant and more impressive further achievement to justify consideration at a higher level.  At the appropriate time the nominator will need to complete an honours nomination form in respect of the nominee.  However the evidence in the form must solely focus on the nominee’s activities and achievements post the date of their last award.
8277.
To consider a request for a grant from Stotfold Scouts for £500 to enable them to purchase 6 tents (see minute 8255-05/06/09)
A grant of £500 has been forwarded to Stotfold Scouts for the purchase of 6 tents, under Section 137 of LGA 1972.  They have also been asked to label the tents to show that the Council donated the money.


CORRESPONDENCE

8278.
High Sheriff of Bedfordshire – Evening Reception
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Friday 17th July 2009 at Putteridge Bury Conference Centre, Luton from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  The Chairman is unable to attend, Councillor Cooper will attend on his behalf.  

8279.
Bedfordshire County Show
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th July at Old Warden Park, in the VIP area between 12noon and 2pm.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are unable to attend, Councillor Saunders will attend on their behalf.
8280.
Ampthill Town Council – Civic Service
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Sunday 6th September 2009 at the Parish Church of St Andrews, Ampthill at 6.30pm, followed by a reception in the Chapter House.  The Chairman will attend.
8281.
Bedfordshire & Luton Fire & Rescue Service – Awards Presentation Evening
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Tuesday 21st July 2009 at The Addison Centre, Hillgrounds Road, Kempston at 7.15pm, followed by light refreshments.  This is a celebration of the achievements of individuals and the Service as a whole.  The Chairman is unable to attend, Councillor Cooper will attend on his behalf.
8282.
St John Ambulance – Annual Reception
An invitation has been received from Mr Samuel Whitbread HM Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire and the President of St John Council for Bedfordshire, for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Monday 27th July 2009 at The Lodge, Odell, Bedford from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  The Chairman will attend this event.
8283.
Sandy Town Council – ‘Spend an Evening at Sandy’
An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place on Thursday 9th July 2009 in the Town Council Chamber, Sandy from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.  The evening will commence with a buffet reception followed by a chance to view Sandy’s Roman Exhibition.  The Chairman will attend this event.
8284.
Bedfordshire Police – newly appointed Inspector Coulling
A letter has been received from the newly appointed Inspector Coulling introducing herself and her Neighbourhood Police Sergeants.  All Councillors are to receive a copy of this letter for their information.  

8285.
St Mary’s Church – Scarecrow Festival
St Mary’s Church Social and Fundraising Committee have thanked those who participated in the Scarecrow Festival last week.  The event raised £767.17 towards Church funds. Photographs of the 59 entries can be viewed on the Church website www.stotfoldchurch.org.uk
8286.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor J Street gave the following report:

· Following recent elections, all Councillors have been on training courses.  Councillors were invited to submit their names for various committee places with the final make up being decided by a voting procedure.   Our four Central Bedfordshire Councillors have tried to spread themselves across all of the committees and sit on the following:

Councillor Mrs Turner:  

Development Management Committee
Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Assistant to the Portfolio Holders Children's Services and Culture & Skills Committee

Executive

Councillor Dalgarno:
Children, Families & Learning Overview & Scrutiny Committee

Licensing Committee

Regulation Committee

Councillor Saunders:

Licensing Committee

Regulation Committee

Fire Authority

Councillor Street:

Chairman of Children, Families & Learning Overview & Scrutiny Committee

Standards Committee

Fire Authority

Councillor Street indicated that Members were also sub Members for various committees but he did not give details on these.   
· Members were informed that during the election campaign the condition of roads at Fairfield Park had been raised with candidates.  Amey are meeting with the developers to get surfacing work completed on the site.  
· An odd smell had been reported near to the Salvation Army building which had resulted in Anglian water being asked to work on a manhole near to Church Road.

· Following the recent elections Central Bedfordshire Council has decided that all local authority governors on school governing bodies who held the appointment immediately prior to the election will hold office until the end of August 2009.  Therefore those in post may reapply for governorship and new applications will also be considered.  Councillor Street urged any Members present who might want to become a governor to consider this.  Although the title is Local Authority Governor the person is merely nominated by that authority but does not represent that authority in any way.  Also they must not have any direct link with the school involved i.e. children, grandchildren attending.

· Central Bedfordshire Authority has contingency/emergency plans in place, to deal with the ongoing Swine Flu illness should there be a pandemic outbreak.

· Central Bedfordshire Councillors will arrange between themselves who will produce the monthly report on a rota basis.

· Councillor Street then welcomed questions from Members.  Councillor Stoter indicated that he was disappointed that none of our Central Bedfordshire Councillors were represented on the LDF Committee and he was reminded that that seats were decided by a vote by those nominated and unfortunately they had not managed to secure a seat on this Committee. A question regarding the reduction in the Highways budget for this year was raised and Councillor Street indicated that Stotfold had been particularly fortunate in the last 2-3 years regarding the amount of work we have been able to secure.  Whilst there is always scope for more work to be carried out on the roads and footways other Towns and Villages have been less well provided for across the County.  Members were also informed that Bedfordshire County Council had spent £4.6m extra over the last 2 years to improve roads and footways.  
· Councillor Street was then informed by a member that the road drains at Fairfield Park need cleaning because they contain large amounts of soil, gravel etc from the ongoing construction work. 
 8287.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Mrs Bundock gave a report as a member of the Roecroft School Governors (report appended).


8288.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Minutes of the last Town Plan Steering Group meeting held on 22nd June 2009 were previously circulated to Members.  Councillor Mrs Anne Clarey advised that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd July at 7.30pm in the Simpson Centre.
8289.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

Councillor Collier informed Members that he had attended a meeting at Central Bedfordshire Council on Wednesday 1st July 2009 to discuss the 106 agreement for Land South of Stotfold Development.  Those present at the meeting were Nick Duckworth, Hallam Land Management, Leigh Johnson, Project Manager, Mark Kingsley, Paul Stones, Hannah Pattinson, CBA Planning Dept, Andrew Davey, CBA Planning Dept and Councillor Street.


With regards to the 106 agreement and proposed leisure facilities at Arlesey Road to be built shortly, the developers will release 66% of the land value of 1.75 acres of playing field area.  This exchange of land for cash to be put towards the new facility at Arlesey Road will create scope for 70 further residential dwellings to be put on the site.  Currently with the down turn in building and property sales the trigger points for Section 106 monies are coming very slowly now. 

The Chairman advised that he received a phone call from the joint developers asking for an informal meeting along with a representative from Central Bedfordshire in mid August to consider extra housing and sums of money to Arlesey Road facilities.  Nick Duckworth has also requested information as to whether the new Roecroft School were intending to have any dual use facilities on its site.  Councillor Mrs Bundock indicated that the school governors would want control over any facilities it felt minded to let out to local organisations.      
8290.
To consider a request from Councillor Mrs Lewin to grant an extension to her absence from meetings period, due to personal circumstances
LGA 1972 S85 states that if a Member fails throughout a period of six consecutive months from the date of her last attendance, to attend any meeting of the authority, unless the failure was due to some reason approved by the authority before the expiry of that period, they shall cease to be a member of the authority. (The six months attendance ends on 28th July 2009).  The Chairman proposed that a further 4 months extension for Councillor Mrs Lewin’s absence from meetings be given due to personal circumstances.
Resolved that Councillor Mrs Lewin be given a further 4 months extension from the 28th July 2009 for absences to meetings to due personal circumstances.

8291.
To receive the recommended updated Standing Orders, as per the

Establishment Committee meeting on 24th June 2009.
Councillors had previously received copy of the updated Standing Orders as per the Establishment meeting held on the 24th June 2009.   

As there is a change to Standing Orders this item will stand adjourned until the next meeting of the Council.

8292.
To consider holding full Town Council meetings on the first Wednesday of the month (except August).  This item was proposed and adjourned from the last meeting, as it is a change to Standing Orders.


This item was discussed and Members agreed that full Town Council meetings should be held on the first Wednesday of every month (except August) at 7.30pm.  It was also noted that this information needs to be updated in the Stotfold News magazine, the website and all other means we use to advertise to inform the electorate of this change. 
Resolved that full Town Council meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month (except August) at 7.30pm starting September 2009.
8293.
TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL REPORT JUNE 2009, WHICH IS MADE AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENTS

Councillors had previously been circulated a copy of the Annual report for June 2009.   One member expressed their concern over the lack of information in the report.  It was pointed out that other information was available on an ongoing basis from other sources plus the cost of publication was a factor to be considered and also distribution.  

Suggestions made included using two pages of the Stotfold News Magazine which would be too expensive.  Distribution could be at points around Stotfold for example the Library, Council Offices, the Co-op and the Town Council website.  Councillors felt that all households should receive the publications so we should ask Claire Chouffot, Stotfold Magazine if it can be delivered as an insert in the Stotfold News Magazine, an approximate cost would be £100.



Resolved that the Annual Report for June 2009 be received and approved.

8294.
To consider the draft dates for Councillor Surgeries and arrange Member attendance.


A copy of the draft dates for Councillor Surgeries had been previously circulated to Members, after discussion the dates were approved and Councillor Savill and Councillor Mrs Turner volunteered to take the first surgery to be held on 13th October 2009.  Members agreed that although the office is open during the day, having a 50/50 split with evening surgeries gives the community more of a chance to come along with any issues they may have.

Resolved that the dates for Councillor Surgeries as appended are approved, with the first surgery being held on Tuesday 13th October 2009 between 10am and 12pm.    
8295.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR JUNE 2009

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for June 2009, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8296.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR JUNE 2009, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END JUNE 2009

Members were previously provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end June 2009.


Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end June together with the bank balances as at end June 2009 be noted.

8297.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

3rd June 2009

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2009.


These were then carried.


24th June 2009


Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th June 2009.


The minutes were carried.

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24th June 2009.

These were then carried.
8298.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th June 2009.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:

Minute 5866 the recommendation to be changed to read ‘that some of the Section 106 money allocated for play equipment from The Green development, being approximately £30,000 should be earmarked for a scheme to improve or enlarge the skate park’.

Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 10th June 2009.


These were then carried as amended.
8299.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th June 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th June 2009.


These were then carried.

8300.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE 

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the non-confidential minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24th June 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the non-confidential minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 24th June 2009.


These were then carried.

For clarification of these minutes it was noted that due to time scales involved for decorating the Mossman Centre this year it was possible that the Guide Association may not be able to carry out all or some of their redecoration work this summer.  However the Town Council is to pursue the issue of the checking of works by the Levitt Partnership employee and the failure of the original contractor to apply the correct surface coatings to the structural ceiling metalwork in the first instance, and therefore to seek some degree of compensation to put towards the remedial work if awarded.  Long term it may be that the Town Council provides money towards the work but at this stage there is no commitment to this. 
8301.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

A resident asked if the Council was aware of any future housing development for the elderly in Stotfold as local people were having to move to other towns to secure suitable accommodation.  Councillor Mrs Turner advised that she would follow this up at Central Bedfordshire Council who have now taken over the role the County Council and Mid Beds District Council had taken in providing and securing sites for elderly person’s accommodation in Stotfold in association with the Housing Associations.   

The issue of parents parking along the yellow lines on the Arlesey Road near to Etonbury School entrance was raised and Councillor Mrs Turner reminded those present that it was the children’s parents that were compromising the safety of all children attending the school.  P.C Dave Needham will be attending the site at the school during these busy times to review the situation and possibly issue fixed penalty tickets.  It was re-iterated at the meeting that all parents had been informed that the Fox and Duck car park was available to them to park in to help with the road safety issues.

8302.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information purposes only.

8303.
THE CHAIRMAN THEN PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING:


It is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staff issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting

This was passed by Members.

8304.
CONFIDENTIAL ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Members of the Establishment Committee previously received, confirmed and approved the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th May 2009 at the June Council meeting.

Confidential minute 8304 is appended for Members only.
8305.
CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 2009

Confidential minute 8305 is appended for Members only.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.40pm

CHAIRMAN
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