MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD JUNE 2009 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

A Cooper (Chairman)






B Collier

Mrs M Cooper






S Hayes

Mrs J Hyde






B Saunders

Mrs C Turner






Mrs L Wilding

Also present:



The Clerk

5858.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Lewin and Smith.

5859.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.

5860.
MATTERS ARISING


There were no matters arising.

5861.
CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence to report.

5862.
DECISION NOTICES

Members were previously circulated the list of Planning Decision Notices recently received.  


Resolved that the Planning Decision Notices as listed and forming part of these Minutes be noted.


With regard to the approval notice for application 09/00448/FULL Astwick Service Station, Great North Road – Redevelopment of filling station, and associated works, concern was expressed that this is a very dangerous stretch of the A1 with the many entrances and exits off such a fast road.  It was:

Recommended that a letter is sent to the Highways Agency to ask them to investigate the stretch of the A1 from the Stotfold A1M/A505 junction towards Biggleswade and to look at the inadequate acceleration/deceleration lanes for the seven or so entrances and exits in this stretch which is a fast, and we consider, dangerous road.  Refer the Highways Agency to our concerns expressed in our comments on the recently submitted and approved planning application for the redevelopment of the Astwick Service Station.  This has an access off and exit on to the A1 in an area where there is poor visibility for fast vehicles coming over the brow of the hill, and suggest that they consider making substantial changes to the traffic lanes, in particular to three exits/entrances which are in very close proximity to each other, which include the Astwick Service Station.
5863.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members considered the planning application before them and it was:


Resolved that the comments made on the planning application as listed and forming part of these minutes be forwarded to Central Bedfordshire Authority Planning Department.


With regard to application number 09/00895/FULL 35 Prince Charles Avenue – Two storey side/rear extension it was:


Further resolved that a letter is sent to the Central Bedfordshire Planning Officer regarding the application advise that the letter is to support the Town Council’s comments made on the recently submitted application for 35 Prince Charles Avenue, and ask them to pass the letter to the Development Management Committee for consideration on this application and any future application that may be submitted for this particular estate.  The application for 35 Prince Charles Avenue has highlighted to the Council the situation where properties are being enlarged in the very short time since the estate was completed, and is currently un-adopted.   These large extensions do not comply with the original design brief for the estate and there are concerns that such property enlargement could cause a claustrophobic atmosphere and have an overbearing impact on the character of the estate.  There is particular concern that where corners of neighbouring amenity land are being taken into the curtilage of recently built properties within the estate, this could lead to application for large extensions to the properties, giving the illusion of overdevelopment within the area.
5864.
TO CONSIDER A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE ATTENDING THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING AT CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE AUTHORITY RELATING TO ANY OF THE ABOVE QUOTED PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Resolved that it is not necessary for a representative of the Planning Committee to attend the Development Management Committee meeting at Central Bedfordshire relating to any of the above quoted planning applications on behalf of the Town Council.

5865.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 7.38pm
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