MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.35PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs S Bundock (Chairman)






B Collier


A Cooper






Mrs M Cooper


Mrs D Haslett-Saunders






S Hayes


D Savill

Also present:



Councillor Mrs Hyde and the Clerk

3056.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Clarey.

3057.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs Bundock declared an interest in the charges review for the Simpson Centre as she is a regular hirer, and advised that she would take no part in the discussions or voting on this matter.

3058.
THE CHAIRMAN PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING

It is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staffing issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting


This was passed by Members.

3059.
TO CONSIDER CARETAKER AND PART-TIME CARETAKER SALARIES FOR 2010/2011

Confidential minute 3059 is appended for Members only.

3060.
TO REVIEW HIRE CHARGES

Copies of the current hire charges were previously circulated to Members.

i)
Simpson Centre

Recommended that the Simpson Centre charges from 1st April 2010 are not increased, and are as appended to these Minutes.


ii)
Memorial Hall

Recommended that the Memorial Hall charges from 1st April 2010 are not increased, and are as appended to these Minutes.

3061.
TO REVIEW LEASES FOR THE SIMPSON CENTRE
i)
Beds County Council Adult Education – Bistro and Stitch Shop

The current lease for Rooms 1, 4 and Bistro from 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010 is £3,000 per annum.


Recommended that the lease be increased by 1.5% to £3,045 per annum as from 1st April 2010.


ii)
Library


Members were advised that the Library is charged £50 per year for a basic lease, but also pay their share of the utilities.  The Library lease has a five year rent review period, with the next review to be considered at the October 2010 estimates meeting for the rent period commencing July 2011.

3062.
TO REVIEW THE ROLLING PROGRAMME

Members were previously provided with a copy of the Rolling Programme for the next five years.


Resolved that the Rolling Programme for the next five years is noted.  The Clerk is to find out when the next 5 year hard wiring testing for the buildings is due and include this on the Programme.
3063.
TO CONSIDER THE ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2010/2011
Members were previously provided with a copy of the figures for the first six months of the current financial year and undertook an appraisal before the estimates of the general running costs for the Committee were considered.

The Clerk advised that after recent investigations we appear to be only receiving electricity invoices for the heating system in the Simpson Centre, and not other electrical usage.  The electricity supply company have been asked on many occasions in the past to carry out a site visit to establish exactly what we are being charged for, with no final conclusion on the matter.  The Clerk recommended that the electrical supply company is advised that we have been taking meter readings and feel that we are not being charged correctly.

Resolved that the electrical supply company are advised that we appear to be receiving metered charges for the electrical supply for the Simpson Centre heating system and not other electrical use such as lighting, equipment, etc.  Ask them to make a site visit to confirm this.  Following recent meter readings for non-heating electrical use, the Simpson Centre Electricity budget is to include an estimated sum for this.
The Clerk advised that there appears to be a problem with the office and Council Chamber heating system, which may require replacing.


Resolved that quotations for a replacement heating system for the office and Council Chamber are sought for the November meeting.  Any necessary adjustments to the Reserves can be made at the December Establishment Committee meeting.



The budget figures for 2010/2011 were then set:

Estimated running costs:
£46,478

Less estimated income:
£23,995





£22,483
Capital expenditure items were then considered:
Members were advised that there is currently £12,509 in the Reserves fund, from which approximately £5,300 will deducted for the Simpson Centre roller shutters, and £1,000 for the Council Chamber roller shutter should this be approved.  There is still an issue with the damp in the gent’s toilet in the Memorial Hall, which will need to be resolved, and a possible re-fit of the toilets will need to come from the Reserves.

Buildings Fund
£5,000




£5,000





Recommended that:
i) The sum of £22,483 is submitted for running costs for both buildings.
ii) In addition the sum of £5,000 is included for capital expenditure for the year 2010/2011 and that these amounts are submitted to the Establishment Committee.
3064.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

There were no items for information.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.15pm

CHAIRMAN
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