MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY 2009 AT 7.00PM IN THE CEMETERY, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs J Hyde (Chairman)






A Cooper


Mrs L Wilding





Mrs M Cooper


D Savill

Also present:



The Assistant Clerk

3029.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Collier, Stoter and Mrs Turner.

3030.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.


MATTERS ARISING
3031.
To receive an update on the renewal of the Chapel Lease (see minute 3025)
The current tenants of the Chapel of Rest have advised that they would like to continue with leasing the building, and our Solicitors will be issuing a new lease for signature under the same terms in due course.
CORRESPONDENCE

3032.
Gordon Goodwin Funeral Services – Concerns over Cemetery charges increase
Mr Goodwin has written regarding his concerns over our recent increases to Cemetery charges.  At his request a copy of his correspondence has been circulated to Members.
3033.
Consideration of actions to be taken following the walkabout of the Cemetery
Members carried out a general walkabout of the Cemetery and discussed the option of placing a memorial bench at the bottom of the cemetery on the right hand side as you enter from the car park backing onto the beech hedge, opposite the Walnut Tree.

Recommended that the next place for a memorial bench to be sited would be on the right hand side as you enter the Cemetery from the car park backing onto the beech hedge opposite the Walnut Tree.
On walkabout it was noted that the overflow pipe on the men’s toilet was dripping and requires a new ball valve.  It was therefore:

Resolved that Mark Thomas is asked to replace the ball valve at the men’s toilets within the Cemetery as the overflow pipe is dripping.
The drains around the Cemetery appear to be blocked and full of soil, however before Mr Summerfield is asked to clear them a plan of the drains within the Cemetery is to be drawn up.

Resolved that Councillor Cooper mark a plan of the drains within the Cemetery and present it at the next meeting.  

On walking towards the New Section from the Beacon Section it was apparent that the fence surrounding the Cemetery had been dismantled and requires immediate attention.

Resolved that Mr Summerfield mends the fence on the left hand side as you approach the New Section from the Beacon Section using 10mm nuts and bolts.

3034.
 Toreceive an update on the site meeting with Rik Golder, Councillor Cooper and the Clerk regarding plans for the new areas of the Cemetery

Councillor Cooper updated members on the suggested layout plans for the remaining land at the Cemetery.

Members were informed that Rik Golder had been asked for his thoughts on how to mark out the new kerb and headstone only areas. It was felt that two flat pavers laid in an ‘L’ shape, painted white, would assist in finding the corner of each block of plots.  Once the corners of the first few blocks of plots are marked with the pavers it should be easy for Ian Summerfield to measure up to mark out individual plots as they are required.

With regard to the new Garden of Rest Councillor Cooper went through the suggested layout plan and confirmed that Rik Golder had no concerns over maintenance of the area.  Each block of plots would need to be scraped back by a landscape contractor, and then concrete kerb edging put in to mark individual plots and pathways. Grass planted in the pathways would require edging every winter to keep them tidy.  Rik Golder would use the hand mower for the pathways with no problems in terms of space, and wouldn’t need to strim the edges if the kerbs were set so the mower could run along/over them.

It was also pointed out that Rik Golder and Ian Summerfield’s contracts would need to be amended to cover the extra work for more maintenance costs when the new section is up and running, and to clear away the gravel from the Garden of Rest plots and then re-topping once interment has taken place.
3035.
To receive an update on the purchase of adjacent land for an extension to the Cemetery
Shilcock Chartered Surveyors have advised that they are unable to assist us neither in the matter of purchasing the land nor for designing the new Cemetery.

Savills advise that unfortunately they do not have anyone within their company with Cemetery design experience, but they advise that they are able to undertake the purchase negotiations, and also can produce plans and submit any required planning application.  They have come across a Cemetery design company called Cemetery Development Services who are based in Haynes near Bedford.  The Clerk has obtained information from their website and has asked for further details regarding charging.  Savills advise that with regard to the purchase of the land we would also need to consider legal assistance.  Their hourly rate is £158 plus expenses and vat.  They anticipate the costs involved in negotiating the purchase of the land to be in the region of £1,500 - £2,000 plus expenses and vat, but as there are a number of issues which could (or not) arise it may be more or less than this figure.

Templars advise that they are able to assist with any survey work and preparation of deed plans for land register if required.  They advise that they are able to carry out design work for the layout, and also deal with the planning issues and building regulation matters.  They can also handle the specifics for tenders and works for the site.  Where work is of an unknown extent they generally charge on an hourly basis of £90 per hour + vat.  For the design work they usually charge a percentage fee calculated on the anticipated project cost.  This usually works out at between 8 – 10% of the project cost.  They advise that we may also need the services of other professionals such as structural engineer or a services engineer, depending on the project complexity.  They can agree a fixed lump sum fee if preferred.  Disbursements are charged at cost, and there will be fees to the local authority for planning and building regulations, etc.

The Clerk tried to obtain details of companies held on Central Beds’ approved contractors list, but was advised that they are still working on the approved contractors list.  They don’t have any practices on their current approved list for the purchase, but provided contact details for the Borough’s in-house design team who should be able to provide a Cemetery design.  The Clerk has made enquiries, but is still waiting for a reply.

Resolved that the Clerk contact Levitt’s for the same information obtained from the other two companies.
The Chairman informed members that she had spoken to the Cemetery Development Services and they had advised that they would be giving a presentation in Ickleford the following day on their services and that they would be willing to give a free presentation to this Council if required.

Resolved that an extra Cemetery meeting is held in June and that the Cemetery Development Services in Haynes are asked to attend and give their presentation on that evening.  This item will be put on hold until more information has been received from the presentation. 


.
3036.
To consider the issue of temporary memorials and grave plot dressings, and make any necessary amendments to the Cemetery rules and regulations documents

On the walkabout of the Cemetery it became apparent that there were several graves that seemed to still have temporary memorials and dressings. It was therefore:

Recommended that a polite letter is sent to the plot holders who seem to be using temporary memorials and grave plot dressings to establish if firstly they are still intended as a temporary measure or if they are permanent.  We need to point out that only wooden crosses are allowed as a temporary measure and permanent memorials should be made of stone and that there is a charge liable for all memorials.     

It was also discussed that the Cemetery regulations would need to be amended to ensure plot holders are clear as to what they can erect.  

Recommended that the regulations are amended to read that wooden crosses are allowed as a temporary marker prior to a permanent memorial being erected.  Also Headstones and kerbstones should both be of stone.  


3037.
To assess the condition of the roadway by the children’s section, and to authorise any appropriate action
Members assessed the condition of the roadway by the Children’s section and noted that it was slightly broken up and unsure of the cause. It was therefore:

Resolved that no further action will be taken at this time and the condition will be monitored. 

3038. to consider whether sufficient support and advice has been obtained to renew the subscription to the Association of Burial Authorities for 2009 (currently at £90)


Members considered renewing our subscription to the Association of Burial Authorities and decided that as the advice and support received was not sufficient we would not renew the subscription.

Resolved that the subscription to the Association of Burial Authorities will not be renewed. 
3039.
Any items for information purposes only

There were no items for information.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.15pm

CHAIRMAN
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