MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY 2009 AT 8.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs S Bundock (Chairman)






A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






S Hayes






D Savill

Also present:



The Assistant Clerk

3347.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Haslett-Saunders, Mrs Clarey and Collier. 
3348.
DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.


MATTERS ARISING

3349.
To consider the request by Fairfield Players to replace the stage curtain winding mechanism at their own expense (see minute 3324)

Fairfield Players have not yet provided information on the winding mechanism they wish to install, or the results of the manufacturer’s survey they were intending on carrying out.

3350.
To take necessary action following a break-in at the Memorial Hall (see minute 3344-18/03/09)
Mr Summerfield has now advised that he is unable to fit metal strips to the edge of each door of the Memorial Hall rear fire escape.  Mr Drewett has been asked to carry out the work, hopefully at the beginning of June.  In the meantime, Mr Summerfield has made the catch to the push bar on the door more secure and sturdy.  With regard to the window for the bar extension, the window repair man has advised that the window is still strongly locked and secure and it would be very difficult to gain access, especially as the individual panel frame is now warped.  Unfortunately due to the age of the window he is unable to replace the one panel concerned and would have to replace the whole window frame.  This would be around £500 and he has been asked to leave the window for the time being
3351.
CLERK’S REPORT FOR INFORMATION
· The Police have now been moved to their new room in the Simpson Centre and the office is now fully up and running.  Sergeant Needham has not yet confirmed when his police surgeries will commence.
· A new toilet set has been installed in the Simpson Centre ladies toilet at a cost of £297.
· The new salt bin has been delivered and is in storage until it is re-sited outside the Memorial Hall.  Cost of bin £95.00.
· The Clerk is continuing to work on the two planning applications to be submitted for the roller shutters and mesh grilles. 
· Mr Summerfield has reapplied the bitumen paint at the base of the wall by the Memorial Hall kitchen and ladies toilet.
3352.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence to report.

3353.
TO CONSIDER THE ISSUES RAISED ON BOTH THE MEMORIAL HALL AND SIMPSON CENTRE WALKABOUT

Members carried out a walkabout of the buildings prior to the meeting and made note of what works to both inside and outside the Memorial Hall and Simpson Centre were required.
Memorial Hall

The outside Soffits, Front door, canopy, kitchen door and notice board all require cleaning at the Memorial Hall and there is a pile of old wood beside the garage that needs clearing. 

Resolved that Ian Summerfield wash all the exterior soffits, fronts door, canopy kitchen door and notice board and clear the wood that is beside the garage near the Memorial Hall.

It was also noted that outside of the rear door of the memorial hall requires painting once it has been repaired by Peter Drewett.
Resolved that Ian Summerfield is asked to paint the outside of the rear door of the Memorial Hall once repairs have been completed.   

The Stench pipe on the bar side of the Memorial Hall is broken and need replacing.

Resolved that Mark Thomas is asked to replace the stench pipe on the outside of the Memorial Hall.

The shrub near the garage looks like it needs to be trimmed, advice is to be sought from Rik Golder before trimming.

Resolved that Rik Golder is asked whether the shrub outside the Memorial Hall near to the garage should be trimmed and to carry out the necessary works if required.


All lights inside the Memorial Hall are to be cleaned and there is a flickering light in the rear hall that requires attention.  There is rubbish in the store room which needs clearing and air freshener holders are broken.  The edge of the chair store door needs painting and also there is a small area of wall in the bar that needs cleaning and then painting.  The shelves in the bar area need fixing. 
Resolved that Ian Summerfield is asked to carry out all of the works mentioned above to the inside of the Memorial Hall.

The lost property in the Memorial Hall needs clearing, paper towels need to be placed inside the holders and the tables in the entry hall are dirty and need a good clean.

Resolved that Mrs Clarke clears the lost property, place paper towels in the holders and clean the dirty tables in the entry hall.

The painting of the entry hall and two toilets are on the Rolling Plan for 2009, however this is to be put on hold until the damp problem in the Gents toilets is solved.
 Simpson Centre
On walking around the building it was noted that there were a pile of papers dumped near the metal fence, and there is rubbish and tree trimmings on the Mixies.  The door at the rear housing the electricity boards requires painting and needs a new fascia.  The railings, bike stand and all yellow hazard lines at the front of the Simpson Centre require painting.  The outside lights also require checking to ensure they all work.

Resolved that Ian Summerfield clear the papers behind the metal fence, check all the outside lights, repaint the hazard lines, railings, bike stand and door to the rear of the building and replace facia with plastic.  The rubbish and tree trimmings are also to be removed from the Mixies area.

There is also a crack on the rear exterior wall of the Simpson Centre and a tell tale is to be put in place to help monitor the situation.

Resolved that Ian Summerfield place a tell tale in the crack that has formed on the rear exterior wall of the Simpson Centre.  

All the lights throughout the Simpson Centre require cleaning and the blind in the Council Chamber needs adjusting so that it can be operated.  Paintwork throughout the Simpson Centre is to be touched up where necessary and all water pipes that have recently been replaced painted with gloss. 

Resolved that Ian Summerfield carry out the works above ensuring that when the pipes are painted with gloss the valves are not painted.     

Carpets in the offices of the Simpson Centre are to be cleaned once the new archive and storage systems are in place.

Resolved that the carpets are professionally cleaned once the offices have been re- arranged. 

3354.
To consider the programme of work from the Rolling Plan for 2009/2010

The chairman advised members that the general state of the two buildings was good at present and minor repairs and paint touch ups were required.  The toilet cistern in the ladies toilet in the Simpson Centre has been replaced as per the rolling plan for 2009.  The painting of the entry hall and toilets in the Memorial Hall would be put on hold until the situation with damp problem in the gents toilets has been rectified.
3355.
TO confirm the dates for the August shutdown of the Memorial Hall

The Chairman reminded members that the Memorial Hall will be closed for 2 weeks during August and any works to the building should be carried out within this period.


Resolved that the Memorial Hall is closed for 2 weeks from the 1st August 2009 to 15th August to enable any works to be carried out.
3356.
To consider a quotation to concrete and pebble the damaged grass area outside the Memorial Hall ready for new salt bin to be fixed in place, at a cost of £465.00

Members had previously been provided with a copy of the quotation from Stuart Brock to carry out works to the damaged grass area outside the Memorial Hall.  It was:

Resolved that the quotation to carry out the works to the damaged grass area outside the Memorial Hall be accepted.

3357.
To further consider the matter of the damp patch in the Memorial Hall gent’s toilet

Members were provided with a quotation to strip off the blown plaster in the gents toilets in the Memorial Hall, repair and re-plaster.  Members felt that this quotation was too high in relation to the work involved.  Members were also concerned that carrying out this particular work to the damp area would not solve the problem.  After discussion members decided that a full scale re-fit to the Gents toilet would be the best solution to this problem and should be added to the list of future works. A patch up holding job to the existing damp area would be the best course of action until the committee decides what to do.  It was therefore:

Resolved that Mark Thomas is asked to quote for a replacement toilet, 3 urinals, basins and tiles.  The quote is to be spilt into individual amounts to help decide what course action we will take. 


It was further:

Resolved that Ian Summerfield is asked if he is capable of carrying out a patch up job to the damp area and to provide a quote for consideration.   

3358.
To receive an update on the Community Building for the Land South of Stotfold
The Chairman informed members that a meeting had recently taken place between Leigh Johnson the Developer for the Land South of Stotfold, the Chairman, Vice- Chairman and the Clerk with regards to the proposed Community building.  It has become apparent that there has been a communication error with regards to this building as the developers were under the impression that the Town Council were still waiting for a decision on the Leisure Centre before the Community Building plans went any further, however this has not been the case.  Leigh Johnson has been informed now that our needs for the Community Building still stand as they were in September 2008.  We are now aware that the developers do have a figure in mind for the Community Building as per the 106 agreement and they will now go away and look at the matter again.    

3359.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Councillor Cooper informed members that as the existing Tungsten light bulbs were gradually being phased out and we should put in place a contingency plan to stock up on bulbs before it is too late.

The Chairman made members aware that we had recently been in receipt of some very high electric bills partly due to hirers playing with the switches in the council chamber and turning on the high level heaters, this is now being dealt with.  Members were also made aware the Anglian Water have been contacted as it seems we are paying for the water usage from the old police house next door as well as our own, this is also being dealt with and we are waiting for a site visit from Anglian Water. 
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.50pm

CHAIRMAN
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