MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Members present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs A Clarey


A Cooper





Mrs M Cooper


S Hayes





Mrs J Hyde


Mrs L Lewin





B Saunders


D Savill





M Smith


L Stoter





Mrs C Turner


Mrs L Wilding

Also present:

Central Bedfordshire Councillors Street and Dalgarno, P.C. Needham, Robert Noble (Robert Noble Associates), Adrian Lear (Central Bedfordshire Council), Rob Baker (Press & Starkey), the Clerk and five members of the electorate.
 8306.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman advised of the recent passing of the Mayor of Bedford, Frank Branston.  A letter of condolence from this Council has been sent.


The Town Council website is now up and running.  It has the same address as before www.stotfoldtowncouncil.gov.uk

Production of the Town Plan has now progressed to a point where the Steering Group are aiming to seek endorsement from the Town Council, and this would be at the next Town Council meeting in October.  A copy of the draft Plan will be forwarded to Councillors in good time for the October meeting.

8307.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Councillors Collier and Saunders declared an interest in the agenda item relating to the possible listing of the Roecroft Centre.

8308.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Haslett-Saunders.

8309.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

P.C. David Needham circulated a copy of the crime report for incidents in July and August.  He advised that burglary ‘other’ figures have risen dramatically.  There has been a spate of garages being broken into, nothing has been stolen, but damage has occurred during the break in.  A colleague in Herts Police has advised that they are having similar problems in the local area so there is a possibility it is the same gang moving between the two counties.

With regard to the recent robbery which took place on the High Street and involved the theft of a purse, the matter is now with CID and they are hopeful that they will soon have a result from the items the offender left behind.

Antisocial behaviour is becoming a problem in Stotfold, with 39 reports in August.  It seems that the ‘nuisance youths’ are 24 and 25 year olds and not teenagers, although they are hanging around with young teens, and are buying alcohol and distributing it to the teenagers.  The Police are being inundated with reports of youths hanging around and causing a nuisance.  A Biggleswade colleague advises that there are around 50 incidents of antisocial behaviour per month in Biggleswade, but that has a population of fifteen to twenty thousand, and Stotfold is much smaller.


The Police have therefore commenced Operation Debden within Stotfold, which has seen an increase in patrols by Special Constables, PCSOs and regular Police drafted in.  They are seizing alcohol and taking the young person home to their parents.  However PC Needham felt that some parents need educating regarding their children drinking alcohol.  He expressed great thanks to the Specials for their help during the operation.  12 posters were displayed around The Green advising of the Alcohol Free Zone, but overnight all but 2 were taken down.  The Police are issuing a warning ticket for anyone caught, and if they are caught a second time they are issued a £50 ticket.  They have been seizing alcohol from under 18’s in and out of the Zone, and are looking to deal with persistent offenders.  A letter drop has been carried out to residents around The Green and nearby roads to advise of Police measures.  Nicola King of the Youth Service has been working with the youth to try and find diverse activities to occupy them.  22 young people in Stotfold have expressed an interest in using a youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field if it were provided.  They would like the shelter to be lit, possibly by way of solar power, and also to have some sort of low volume music playing facility by way of Bluetooth from mobile phones.

PC Needham asked that the Council considers the possibility of installing a youth shelter at the Riverside Playing Field, and it was agreed that consideration of the principle of having a shelter would be added to the agenda of the next Recreation Ground, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting.


With regard to the gangs of youths in the town, a question was raised over whether they were actually Stotfold youngsters or from out of town, and it appears that when our antisocial behaviour figures are high, Arlesey’s are low, and vice versa.


Members thanked PC Needham for the report and its new format, which is much easier to read.  PC Needham left at this point.

8310.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.
8311.
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION BY ADRIAN LEAR AND ROBERT BAKER OF THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT BOARD, AND TO MAKE A DECISION ON WHOM TO ASK TO TENDER FOR THE BUILD, BASED ON THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS

Adrian Lear explained the timetable for the process once the list of companies to tender is approved.  He intends on holding a Project Board meeting by the end of September to agree the specification, which will go out in October with a return date in January, giving 12 weeks.  After which the tenders will be evaluated which will take approximately 4 to 5 weeks, and during that period the companies will be invited to do a presentation on their tender.  A report will then be made to Council, with a recommendation on a company to start the build in March next year.

As this is now a Design and Build project a tender and specification is written to show the priorities they have to provide and the facilities that we want.  We will therefore get a price to do everything, and then take out items to get it down to the core facilities within budget.  We will therefore need to know our financial position by February, i.e. a sale price for Roker Park.


Robert Baker circulated copies of his report on the selection of contractors to be invited to tender, which included the list of four plus one reserve.  He explained that all projects over £3.5million are required to advertise for tenders in the OJEU (Official Journal of the European Union).  As yet the financial checks on the four companies plus the reserve have not yet been carried out by the Central Beds accounting team, but they will check the last three year’s accounts and make sure that the company is financially robust.

He explained the reasons for recommending four contractors and not more.  As the project is Design and Build a set of employer’s requirements is produced – details of quality, standards, etc, and this allows the contractor to respond in a competitive way and to interpret the scheme in their way.  There is therefore a significant amount of work involved for them to translate our requirements into a detailed design – hence 12 weeks to respond and 4 to 5 weeks to assess the tenders.


If we have more than four contractors, this can discourage competing contractors to put the hard work in and to produce a satisfactory tender.


With regard to a question on what basis was the ‘weighting’ given for each category when selecting which contractors are invited to tender, he advised that weighting was given to those categories felt more important.  All contractors will have significant policies to deliver schemes of this type and will be assessed under the European Management, therefore they have reduced the weighting on relating categories.  He confirmed that the contractors recommended to tender have achieved the ISO standard for quality.

Robert Noble introduced himself as the CDM Co-ordinator for the project, who deals with procurement and risk management in health and safety.  He is an independent person in the design team and is employed directly by the Town Council.  He assesses the building as designed and takes into account all matters of health and safety.  Under the Construction Design and Management Regulations 2007 he makes sure that all parties involved in the project fulfil their duties.  He produces documents to go out with tender documents and identifies risks for contractors.  It is difficult to assess the risk of construction when it is a Design and Build project.  He will work alongside David Gibson of B3 Architects, Adrian Lear and Robert Baker when assessing the tenders.  He will finally produce a health and safety file which the Town Council is legally obliged to hold after completion of the project, and is to be passed on to anyone who may take the Centre on in the future.

With regard to a query over risk and reward and whether the risk should be left with the contractors, Robert Baker advised that they used the Joint Contractors Tribunal (JCT) standard building form, which gives a balance of risk between the contractor and employer.


The proposal was put to accept the recommended list of contractors to be invited to tender, plus one reserve is accepted, assuming they have a clean bill of health from the Central Beds accounting team and it was:


Resolved that subject to them satisfactorily passing checks on their financial accounts, the following tender list of four plus one reserve, being the highest ranking contractors from the scoring schedule are invited to tender for the Community Leisure Centre build:




SDC Builders Ltd




Willmott Dixon Ltd




Pellikaan Construction Ltd




ISG Regions Ltd




Kier Marriott (reserve)


Councillor Mrs Turner abstained from voting on this item.
8312.
NON-CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 3RD JULY 2009

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Friday 3rd July 2009 were previously circulated to Members, and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Friday 3rd July 2009, be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following amendment:


Reference to no Councillors Surgeries being held in December is to be removed as a December date has been scheduled.


MATTERS ARISING

8313.
To consider holding Town Council meetings on the first Wednesday of the month (see minute 8292-03/07/09)

With regard to the approved change to Council meeting dates, with the same venue and time, a request was made for consideration to changing the start time to 7pm to be put on the next Council agenda, which the Clerk confirmed she would do.


CORRESPONDENCE

8314.
 Bedfordshire & Luton NHS – AGM

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above Annual General Meeting taking place on Wednesday 23rd September 2009 from 6pm at Chaul End Community Centre, Luton.  The Chairman is unable to attend this event, any Member wishing to attend is to advise the Clerk.

8315.
Army Benevolent Fund – Curry Lunch Sunday – 11th October 2009

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above event taking place at The Defence Intelligence and Security Centre (DISC) at Chicksands, at 1.00pm for 1.30pm, preceded by an illustrated talk by Lieutenant Colonel Cavanagh, Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, The Rifles.   Tickets are £20 per person.  The Chairman is able to attend this event.

8316.
East of England Plan >2031 – Public Consultation Event

An invitation has been received for any Member to attend a public meeting to hear more about the public consultation and to participate in the regional debate on how they should plan for new homes over the next 20 years and related issues such as the economy, transport, climate change and the environment.  The meeting will take place on Tuesday 8th September from 7.00pm at the Central Beds Council Chamber, Priory House, Chicksands.  The public consultation documents will be available for download from 2nd September to 24th November.  Members felt that it is important that as many people attend this meeting as possible, and the Clerk will circulate the agenda for the meeting to all Members.
8317.
Bedfordshire and Luton Fire & Rescue Service – Awards Presentation Evening - 26th October 2009


An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the above presentation evening at the Addison Centre, Hillgrounds Road, Kempston, at 7.15pm with light refreshments being served afterwards.  The Chairman is unable to attend, and the Vice-Chairman will attend on his behalf.
8318.
Central Beds Chairman’s Reception – 2nd October 2009

An invitation has been received for the Chairman to attend the Chairman of Central Beds Council’s Reception being held on Friday 2nd October 2009 at Priory House, Chicksands, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.  The Chairman is able to attend.

8319.
St Mary’s Church Quiz Night – 17th October 2009

An invitation has been received for the Council to submit a team of between 4 and 6 people to the St Mary’s Church Quiz Night being held on Saturday 17th October at the Church Hall from 7.30pm.  £5 per person, and includes supper.  Councillor Cooper will organise a team.

8320.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Dalgarno gave the following report:

· With regard to the Central Beds budget, an initial indicative budget review has projected an £8million overspend.  There are certain areas which are consistently overspending and now they are bringing the figures back in to line and reviewing next year’s budget.  There could be an impact on public transport as there is a projected overspend of £100,000 on subsidies Central Beds gives to bus companies.  This would have an effect on rural communities in particular.
· With regard to Section 106 monies to support public transport and the feeling that the money should stay in the area where it is allocated and not go into the general pot, he confirmed that the money would be put into weekend and evening routes and routes into Hertfordshire, focusing on areas with a greater need.
· He has met with the Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding round two of the Gypsy and Traveller Site allocations.  Councillor Mrs Turner is now on the Local Development Framework Taskforce.  There will be a structured approach to the site allocations, which will be scored on 25 subjects and weighted on landscaping, road access, existing power and lighting, and the process will take out the emotion from the selection process.  He has raised several points regarding the sites and has made sure some objections get high scoring points (low scores win).  He is concerned over the lack of clarity of what is good infrastructure or good access, and how these would be scored.  All Members of Central Beds Council can attend the LDF meetings.  Members of the public and the Chairman of the relevant Town or Parish Council may attend by invitation only.  The four Central Beds Councillors for Stotfold will attend the meetings.  Any decisions taken by the Task Force are recommendations which will be taken to a Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting, which members of the public can attend.  The final decisions will be made by the Executive Committee.  He will discuss whether the public can speak at the LDF meetings with the Chairman of the Committee.
· With regard to the sports and leisure facility for Stotfold, Central Beds has four other ongoing projects – Dunstable, Leighton Linslade, Flitwick and Sandy, and we need to make sure we get our proportion of funding.

· The previously underperforming Adult Social Care and Housing department, rated at one star, now has a new Director who will be putting together an overview plan to bring the department back up to three stars.  This department currently has a £4.2million projected budget overspend.

· As previously advised, the Central Beds Councillors were deselected as school governors, and they have now been reselected.  Councillor Street is a school governor for Etonbury and St Mary’s Schools, Councillor Mrs Turner for Roecroft School and Councillor Dalgarno for Fairfield and Arlesey Schools.

· With regard to the underpass on Hitchin Road which flooded last winter, works have been brought forward and a second water pump is to be installed before this winter.

· Green infrastructure is a major commitment for Central Beds, and they have recently purchased a park in Leighton Linslade.
· The LDF process will have an impact on the Town Plan.  The Inspector has the LDF documents and will provide a response on 14th September.  The final development plan will be adopted by the Executive in November.

· On 11th November a meeting of the Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee will take place to discuss Section 106 Agreement contributions.  In the coming years there will be a squeeze on developers providing financial contributions under the Agreements and may look to provide lower contribution sums, we therefore need to make sure that the infrastructure development contribution for our towns is not reduced.

· He will check that the two missing variable speed limit flashing signs will be put back in place and activated in time for the start of the school term.  The Arlesey Police Constable, PC Holbrook, has confirmed that they will be carrying out speed checks outside Etonbury during school run hours within the next two weeks.  The Police will also be talking to parents regarding the use of the Fox and Duck car park to try and alleviate parking problems outside the school.
8321.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES

There were no reports from Member representatives.

8322.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Members were previously provided with copies of the Town Plan Steering Group minutes of meetings held on 23rd July and 24th August, and bullet pointed action notes taken at a meeting of the Presentation and Publication Group held on 11th August.


The Steering Group hope to have the Plan adopted at the Council meeting on 7th October, with Councillors receiving a copy of the Plan with their agendas on 2nd October.  If they are ready for circulation prior to that they will be distributed.

The four Central Beds Councillors were invited to attend the meeting on the 24th August.  Having taken advice from Jemma McLean (BRCC) and Laurent Martial (Community Development Officer for Rural Areas) they were able to share the draft document with the Central Beds Councillors, with the purpose of it being used if the need arises.  Concerns had been expressed that while the document is being edited/published decisions are taking place at Central Beds that could affect the residents of Stotfold.  Bearing in mind that the Plan is based on data collected as a result of consultations with the residents the methods and actions suggested can only follow on from the data analysis.  The Group aim to print the full document and a summary for residents by the end of the year.


The next meeting of the presentations group is on Monday 7th September at 7.30pm in the Simpson Centre.
8323.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

Councillor Collier advised Members that there is now a new Central Beds Portfolio Holder for Leisure, Councillor Steve Male, and his assistant is Councillor Mrs Turner.  At the beginning of August Councillors Male, Mrs Turner, Roy Waterfield met with Councillor Collier and the Clerk for a briefing on where we are with the project.

A meeting also took place in August with Nick Duckworth of Hallam Land Management and Leigh Johnson of George Wimpey and was attended by five Members of the Council and the Clerk.  Leigh Johnson presented a brief plan of 26 houses, sited just below the Community Building, with open space below that.  They advised that the land concerned may not produce as much money as they had hoped.  They will take the plans to the Central Beds Planners for comment.  Councillor Collier confirmed that the current project budget figures don’t include the sum of money we may receive in connection with the developers building on this piece of land due to previous uncertainty as to whether we would actually receive it.  It may be some time before the money comes in and so it could be used to complete the phasing for the project.

A Member queried whether the Council will have a chance to agree the specification once it is put together and agreed by the Project Board, and was advised that they would as the recommendations for the specifications would be presented to full Council.  In response to a query whether we would be totally committed at that stage, Councillor Collier advised that we would definitely have to have confirmation of the money we have for the project by February.


Councillor Dalgarno confirmed that the builders of Fairfield School, which was also a Design and Build project, came in 25% cheaper than was originally thought and was built very quickly.  

8324.
TO APPROVE THE UPDATED STANDING ORDERS


This was recommended by the Establishment Committee on 24th June 2009, and was adjourned from the last Council meeting.  Members were previously provided with a copy of the recommended updated Standing Orders.




Resolved that the updated Standing Orders be approved and adopted.

8325.
TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS RECEIVED FOR ORGANISATIONS

Applications for a grant were received from the following organisations, and Members were provided with copies of each application together with a financial breakdown for each organisation:
	Name of organisation
	Amount requested
	Purpose of grant
	Power (Local Government Act) or Section 137 Grant

	Stotfold Parents Association
	£35 - £40
	To make up shortfall between income and outgoings for their annual Arts & Crafts Exhibition
	LGA 1972 Section 145 (1e)

	Haig Fund
	£110
	Contribution towards Poppy Wreaths
	LGA 1972 Section 137

	Stotfold Junior Football Club
	£422.05
	To purchase a Prince Line Marker
	LG (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 Section 19 (3)

	Central Bedfordshire Citizens Advice Bureau
	£2000
	To fund a 20 hour per week ‘Outreach’ service for people who are too elderly or disabled to reach their bureau for advice.
	LGA 1972 Section 142 (2a)

	Stotfold Bowls Club
	£880
	Fertiliser for Bowls Green (as per lease agreement)
	LG (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 Section 19 (3)



Remaining funds available:  Section 137 grants £450, Other grants £1,150




Resolved that the following grants be approved:

· £40 (maximum) to Stotfold Parents Association under LGA 1972 S145 (1e)

· £880 to Stotfold Bowls Club under LG (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 S19 (3)

· £230 to Stotfold Junior Football Club under LG (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 S19 (3)

· £130 to the Haig Fund under LGA 1972 S137


With regard to the grant application from the Citizens Advice Bureau it was:


Resolved that a letter is sent to the Central Bedfordshire Citizens Advice Bureau to advise that unfortunately we don’t have funds in this year’s budget to grant the requested application, but we will be carrying out budgeting for next financial year in October, and suggest that they consider reapplying in April.


The Chairman advised that when considering budgets for next financial year at the Establishment estimates meeting in October we will need to consider if the amount put in for grants in the past is adequate.

8326.
TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO LOOK AT GETTING THE ROECROFT CENTRE REGISTERED AS A LISTED BUILDING

Members were provided with details on exactly what a listing means, and how buildings are selected.  There is no charge to apply for a listing, and the process can take three to four months.


This was a request from the Planning Committee meeting on 12th August, and points out that the management/owners of the Centre are advised of our thoughts.


Councillor Cooper explained why he felt the building should be listed.  A recent planning application has been received from the Roecroft Centre for the demolition of an outside building.  A listed building application was submitted as it is in close proximity to the Church which is a listed building.  By not being registered as listed in effect no one can be taken to task if parts of the building are left to deteriorate.  There would be obvious ongoing costs, such as no plastic windows being installed, etc.  The listing may attract grants for the upkeep of the building.

Another Member expressed concern as to where money to maintain such a listed building would come from.  The only reason the building has been left to deteriorate is because it is not known exactly who owns it and it doesn’t attract much income.  There are currently members of Stotfold Town Council on the management board.


It is important not to confuse considering listing the building with the recent planning application.  This is a good example of a Victorian School and it has suffered in the past from previous maintenance work to it.  There was a suggestion that the building could be used as a museum in the future.


Resolved that an application to suggest to the Heritage Protection Department that the Roecroft Centre is listed is put together, and the management/owners are informed of the application.
8327.
TO CONSIDER THE UNITARY AUTHORITY ELECTORAL REVIEW OF CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE BEING CARRIED OUT BY THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE FOR ENGLAND

The Boundary Committee for England has begun the first round of public consultation on electoral reviews, to include the new unitary authority for Central Bedfordshire, and this Council has been asked for our views.  The review aims to make sure, as far as possible, that the right number of Councillors in each division of the new unitary authority represents the same number of electors.  The review will also take into account the identities and interests of local communities in the area.


The current consultation is on Council size, and submissions should be forwarded by 14th September 2009.  Following this consultation there will be four further consultations and consideration of the new electoral arrangements in Central Bedfordshire, such as the boundaries of each electoral ward.


Members were therefore asked for their views on the number of Central Bedfordshire Councillors that should be representing our area.  Using the projected population figure for 2012 (260,300), the current number of Central Beds Councillors (66) and the projected number of residents for Stotfold in 2012 (11,320) it was felt that three Central Beds Councillors are required for Stotfold.  Councillor Dalgarno advised that Arlesey Town Council had recommended that Stotfold and Arlesey be two separate wards as they are both towns in their own right.

Resolved that the number of Central Beds Councillors recommended for Stotfold is three, and that Stotfold is a separate ward to Arlesey.
8328.
TO APPROVE EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN BY THE CLERK IN ADVERTISING THE VACANT POSITION OF ASSISTANT CLERK FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF THE CURRENT POST HOLDER

Members had previously been advised of the resignation, and that the current post holder’s last day will be Friday 13th November, with the new post holder to start on Monday 2nd November to allow for a two week hand-over period.  The role of the position will remain the same, as will the pay bracket starting at the lower scale.  The position has been advertised on the Council’s website, the Job Centre and Direct.Gov and the Biggleswade Chronicle for two weeks at a cost of £210 plus vat.


Resolved that the executive action taken by the Clerk in advertising the vacant position of Assistant Clerk, with the terms as above, at a cost of £210 plus vat be approved.

8329.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS RECORDS FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2009

Members were previously provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for July and August 2009, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8330.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END AUGUST, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END AUGUST 2009

Members were provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end August 2009.


Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end August together with the bank balances as at end August 2009 be noted.

8331.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


22nd July 2009

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd July 2009.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:

Councillor Mrs Wilding’s name is to be added as attending the meeting.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd July 2009.


These were then carried as amended.

12th August 2009


Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th August 2009.


The minutes were carried with the following amendment:


For clarification, minute 5887, fifth paragraph, last sentence to be amended to read:  A Member suggested that a public inquiry be demanded and takes place to look into how legal documents ......

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 12th August 2009.


These were then carried as amended.

8332.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2009.


These were then carried.

8333.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes and notes of the non-quorate meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes and notes of the non-quorate Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2009.


These were then carried.

8334.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2009.


These were then carried.

8335.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Clarey asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 22nd July 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Clarey then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement Committee meeting held on Wednesday 22nd July 2009.


These were then carried.

8336.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 29th July 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 29th July 2009.


These were then carried.

8337.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MEETING

Mrs Dear

Reported that a fairly large number of beer cans had been found in the verge gardens on the corner of Regent Street and High Street, and queried whether it was within the Alcohol Free Zone, and was advised that it was, but was also reminded that it only becomes an offence if the Police deem the people drinking to be a nuisance.


Mr Rickwood

Queried if residents would be able to comment on whether a youth shelter is placed at the Riverside Playing Field, and was advised that the matter will be referred to the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee for consideration of the principle of having a shelter, and they will then decide the process.
8338.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

A copy of a letter for information from a resident at Fairfield Park was circulated to all Members which gave an update on the situation regarding the orchard at the eastern side of the Fairfield site.  With regard to the other orchard on site, Councillor Dalgarno advised that PJ Livesey have been advised that the trees within the orchard have been given Tree Preservation Orders, and the previous planning application submitted by PJ Livesey will now go no further.
8339.
THE CHAIRMAN THEN PROPOSED THE FOLLOWING

That it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are temporarily excluded whilst matters pertaining to staff issues are discussed and that they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting

This was passed by Members.

8340.
CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 3RD JULY 2009

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Council to receive, and adopt the confidential minutes of the meeting held on Friday 3rd July 2009.


The minutes were carried
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 10.12pm

CHAIRMAN
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