



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Councillors present:

B Collier (Chairman)





Mrs S Bundock


Mrs A Clarey





A Cooper



Mrs M Cooper





Mrs D Haslett-Saunders

S Hayes





Mrs J Hyde (Late)


Mrs L Lewin





B Saunders



D Savill





M Smith



Mrs C Turner





Mrs L Wilding

Also present:
PC Needham, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Street, 6 members of the public, 1 member of the press, the Assistant Clerk and Clerk

8407.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman referred to a memo on the table for Members advising that the December Councillor Surgery will be manned by Councillors Mrs Bundock and Mrs Cooper, and requested volunteers for the February 2nd and March 30th 2010 Surgeries.  Members are to advise the Clerk of their availability.


A Special Council meeting will be held next Wednesday, 9th December, to discuss the possible Gypsy and Traveller sites for Stotfold, agendas for this meeting have already been circulated.

8408.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of Members interests.  Members were reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest to declare, they should do so at that point.

8409.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Stoter, Central Bedfordshire Councillor Saunders, and Councillor Mrs Hyde who would be attending later during the meeting.

8410.
REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

PC Needham advised that the Home Office have now prohibited the circulation of the old style monthly crime reports, and that crime mapping reports must now be provided.  A copy of the current report was circulated to Members, which is also available on the Bedfordshire Police website.  Some figures in the report appearing unnecessarily alarming, for example, Robberies show an increase of 100% compared to the same three month period last year, however the reported incidents have increased from 0 to 1.


The reported incidents of Anti Social Behaviour are reducing, although the figures show otherwise.  The ASB figures in the report include incidents such as stray animals, hoax 999 calls, noise nuisance, etc.  ASB in Stotfold is currently at an all time low – the average monthly reports are 25 – 40, however November has had 8.  The current hotspot area is outside the Memorial Hall, and the Police will give this area some attention.

Residents can sign up to the Ringmaster service which will email more detailed of local incidents to residents.


He has recently held a meeting with the Regional Manager of the One Stop Shop and the Police Licensing Officers.  The Manager wasn’t aware of the amount of problems at the shop, and PC Needham gave her some proposals which might help alleviate the situation.
1) Repair the Mosquito on the outside of the building which is currently not working (Mosquito is a sonic alarm which is generally only heard by the under 25’s and is used to move those people away from an area).

2) Has offered some training to deal with some issues concerning staff.

3) Suggested that the shop shuts at 8pm, as much of the problem is youths obtaining alcohol and hanging around outside the shop during the evenings and this might deter them.

PC Needham is awaiting a response to the proposals.


Members expressed concern that the new style crime reports don’t give monthly details specifically for our area and preferred the old style reports.

Resolved that a letter of complaint is sent to Chief Inspector Waring of Bedfordshire Police, enclosing a copy of the old style report which is preferred.  If he feels he needs to go to higher authority, then he has our full support.

8411.
ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

There were no questions from electors.

8412.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 2009

The minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th November 2009 were previously circulated to Members, and it was:


Resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th November 2009, be taken as read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


With regard to minute 8387 – Report from a Central Bedfordshire Councillor, and referring to the Central Beds Anti-bullying Campaign, a query was raised over whether teachers and parents of children being bullied will be kept informed of bullying within schools, and also the parents of bullies.  Central Bedfordshire Councillor Street advised that he would obtain a written answer.


MATTERS ARISING

8413.
Chairman’s Announcements (see minute 8375-04/11/09)

A letter of thanks has been sent to Mrs Timberlake for her hard work as a School Crossing Patrol Officer for the last twenty five years.

8414.
Consider appointing a Trustee to the Eleemosynary Charity of William Field (see minute 8390-04/11/09)

The Charity has been advised that Councillor Mrs Hyde has been appointed Council Trustee on the Charity, and a letter of thanks has been sent to Mr Castle for his hard work during his time as a Council appointed Trustee.

8415.
Consider comments in relation to proposed Network Rail flyover and proposed construction route (see minute 8391)

Hertfordshire County Council has been asked to address parking issues on the double roundabout area (near Wilbury Hills).  A Member advised that North Herts District Council has turned down the application in their Planning meeting, as they are concerned about traffic disruption.


CORRESPONDENCE

8416.
 The following item of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk

-
Bedfordshire Bugle – November 2009 (previously circulated to Members)

8417.
Roecroft School Christmas Concert Performance

An invitation has been received for any Member to attend the above the School Christmas Concert being held at the School on the following days: Monday 7th December, 9.30am, Tuesday 8th December 2.00pm, Tuesday 8th December, 6.30pm and Wednesday 9th December, 6.30pm.  A Carol Service is also taking place on Monday 14th December at 2.00pm at St Mary’s Church.  The Chairman is able to attend the evening concert on the 8th December, but is unable to attend the Carol Service.  Any other Member wishing to attend is to advise the Clerk.

8418.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM A CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLOR ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO STOTFOLD

Councillor Mrs Turner gave the following report:

· Referred to a recent Ringmaster email regarding cold calling selling alarm systems and telephone scams regarding Council Tax rate rebates.  She warned residents to be vigilant.  The Clerk confirmed that the details of incidents from Ringmaster emails would be added to the Town Council website.

· With regard to the Anti-bullying campaign this is targeting bullying inside the school and also on the way to and from school.  She has recently attended a conference of local authorities and Police where all agencies agreed to work together on the matter.  Central Beds has set up a Children’s Services Task Force and their first meeting was today.
· The recent Boundary Commission Electoral Review has said that Central Beds Councillors must be reduced from 66 to 59.

· The Government is looking to cut money to local authorities by 20% next year.  Central Beds will look to cut non statutory services but not lose vital services.  They also don’t want to have to put up rates to meet these cuts.

· She confirmed that Central Beds are taking part in the current Department of Transportation consultation on local bus services.

8419.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Mrs Bundock gave a report on the Roecroft School Governors, as appended.  She also advised that with regard to bullying, all schools should have an enforceable bullying policy.  This involves talking to the children on both sides, and the bully being put on the bullying log.  Steps are also taken to talk to both sets of parents, and class discussions also take place on bullying.


Councillor Savill gave a report as the representative on the Stotfold Scouts.  The local group meets bi-monthly, and has approximately 150 young people through their doors every week.    Details of their activities can be found in regular articles in the Stotfold News.  The money given by the Council towards purchase of tents was gratefully received.  The running costs of the local group is approximately £6,000 per year and they are always looking to raise more funds.  Every four years a World Jamboree is held, the last one was held in Essex, and in 2011 it will be held in Sweden.  It costs £2,200 for each Scout nominated to attend.  The local group haven’t yet nominated a Scout.  A Member felt that the Council could either contribute towards these costs, or to pay for their article in the Stotfold News – although we may not be able to under grant giving rules.  It was noted that the Scouts behaved very well at the recent Remembrance Sunday service.

 8420.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE TOWN PLAN STEERING GROUP

Councillor Mrs Clarey advised that no formal meetings have been held since the last Council meeting, however the Group has been very busy producing the final document.  A copy of the final document before printing was shown to Members.

On 5th November the launch of the Town Plan was held in the Simpson Centre, largely designed for residents who would not have the opportunity to view the full plan on the Town Council website, prior to publication.  The event was advertised in the Stotfold News, local newspapers and on the Town Council website.  A small number of interested residents attended.


 The Steering Group set a deadline of 4th December for the re-formatted, colour edition of the Plan, complete with photographs.  The last four weeks has seen Glenn Rickwood completing the document which has also involved seeking high definition photographs, gaining permission from sponsors and residents to use logos and photographs.  Checking the document will take place before the next meeting of the Steering Group on 14th December in the Simpson Centre, at 7.30pm.


She concluded her report by advising that the Town Plan in a slightly different guise will be displayed this coming weekend in one of Stotfold’s oldest buildings!
8421.
TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT

No Project Board meetings have been held since the last Council meeting.  A question was raised about what the Town Council’s current involvement in the project is, and how much delays are costing us – financially and in staff time.  The Chairman will find out and report at the next meeting.

8422.
TO CONSIDER COMMENTS IN RESPONSE TO THE CENTRAL BEDS REVIEW OF LOCAL BUS SERVICES

Members were provided with a document from Central Beds advising that a 2-phase review of bus services is taking place.  Now: Towns and Parishes are invited to input ideas about existing service provision, possible new services and possible redundant services into the Review.  Late Spring/early Summer 2010: Invitation to comment on the proposals generated by the Review, in so far as they affect the local area.  Several questions for consideration were suggested by Central Beds, and a note that any proposal for a new bus service needs to be accompanied by suggestions as to how it will be funded.

With regard to a sentence advising that Councils are prohibited from directly subsidising village bus organisations, the Clerk advised that she would check if this applies to Town and Parish Councils or just at Central Beds level.


A Member advised that at a recent Town and Parish Councils Conference at Central Beds those attending were notified of the forthcoming public consultation on bus services.  It was pointed out that the issue of bus service cuts was a question put to the Conference and those attending were advised that answers would be provided in writing, which haven’t yet been forthcoming.  The Clerk will chase for answers.

With regard to the number 97 service, it has 31,400 passengers every year, at a £1.85 per passenger subsidy from Central Beds.  The number 97 service is comparatively good value for money.  When the last round of cut backs took place, Stotfold lost its evening bus service, and there was a suggestion that we should have at least one late night bus to Hitchin and Stevenage reinstated.  A query was raised over how the passenger figures were calculated, and Members were advised that they come from the bus companies and not Central Beds Council.  Central Beds is looking at bringing out taxi tokens to deal with any cuts in bus services.

Resolved that Members should forward their comments on the Local Bus Service Review 2009/2010 to the Clerk by no later than the last Monday before Christmas (21st) and they will be forwarded to Central Beds.

8423.
TO RECEIVE THE COMPLETED AUDIT AND ANNUAL RETURN FROM THE AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR END 31ST MARCH 2009, TOGETHER WITH THE AUDITOR’S REPORT

Members were previously provided with a copy of the signed Audit Certificate and Annual Return from the Auditors, together with the Auditor’s report.  The only issue noted by the Auditors was the level of Fidelity Insurance and their recommendation that it be increased to cover the amount of money held by the Council.

Resolved that that the signed Audit Certificate and Annual Return be noted, and that the level of Fidelity Insurance is considered once the Precept for the new financial year is resolved, and should also include monies already held by the Council.
8424.
TO RECEIVE THE PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS REECORDS FOR NOVEMBER 2009

Members were provided with copies of the payments and receipts records for November 2009, and it was:


Resolved that all monies on the payments list be paid, and the receipts list be noted.

8425.
TO RECEIVE THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE RECORD FOR END NOVEMBER 2009, TOGETHER WITH THE BANK BALANCES AS AT END NOVEMBER 2009

Members were provided with copies of the income and expenditure record and bank balances as at end November 2009.

Resolved that the income and expenditure record for end November together with the bank balances as at end November 2009 be noted.

8426.
PLANNING COMMITTEE


11th November 2009

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009.


The minutes were carried, with the following amendments:

Minute 5923: should be a resolution and not recommendation.


Application B of the Planning Applications page, comment should read: ….concerned that this will set a precedent particularly in …

Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried as amended.

25th November 2009

Councillor Cooper asked Members of the Planning Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25th November 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 25th November 2009.


There were no recommendations from the Committee.  The minutes were then carried.

8427.
RECREATION GROUNDS, PUBLIC LANDS AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Cooper asked Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Cooper then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2009.


Members considered the recommendations from minute 5970: 

· That the youth shelter is sited at the top right corner of the skate park, to allow for expansion double in size, and is to be subject to surveys from the suppliers to ensure this is a suitable position, and advice from ROSPA regarding run-off space from equipment, etc.
· That the Council submits and pays for the required planning application, at £85 from the Committee’s Legal Fees budget.  The young people are to be involved when the application is put together so they can see the processes involved.

· That the Committee takes on the maintenance and repair of the equipment, the item is added to the next ROSPA inspection (at a cost of £3) and is also added to the Council’s insurance policy.  A litter bin is to be provided by this Committee from the Maintenance and Repairs budget and is to be emptied by Mr Summerfield.


And recommendations from Minute 5988:

· That the Council accepts the principle of maintaining the verges of the footpath and side of the ditch to the rear of the Mill View development.


The recommendations were resolved, and the minutes were then carried.

8428.
CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Hyde asked Members of the Cemetery Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th November 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Hyde then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Cemetery Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18th November 2009.


There were no recommendations, and the minutes were then carried.
8429.
BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Mrs Bundock asked Members of the Buildings Management Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th November 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Mrs Bundock then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Buildings Management Committee meeting held on Wednesday 18th November 2009.


There were no recommendations, and the minutes were then carried.
8430.
TOWN ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Town Enhancement Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 19th November 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Town Enhancement  Committee meeting held on Wednesday 19th November 2009.


There were no recommendations, and the minutes were then carried.


Resolved that the Clerk chases Phil Mitchinson of Aragon Housing regarding the revised sketch scheme for the replacement Hallworth House, as per minute 278. 
8431.
ESTABLISHMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier asked Members of the Establishment Committee to receive, confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25th November 2009.


The minutes were carried.


Councillor Collier then asked Members of the Town Council to receive and adopt the minutes of the Establishment Committee meeting held on Wednesday 25th November 2009.


Members considered the recommendations from minute 1991:

· That 50% of the quote received by the Guides (to include any increase due to the delay in work) is to be paid out of the Legacy Account (for paintwork on ceiling girders).  This financial assistance is to be used to pay for works not originally done properly – faulty workmanship, and is for the fabric of a building which the Council owns.

And minute 1994:

· That a second part-time member of office staff is employed to start in August 2010 at a cost of £5,145 salary for the remainder of the year, £890 Pension contribution, £100 National Insurance contribution.

· That the remaining figures previously allocated for the purpose of a new member of staff be put towards overtime payments for staff.


With regard to the first recommendation of minute 1994 concern was expressed that there was no justification for the extra member of staff and that the need hadn’t been quantified.  A proposal was put to refer the recommendation back to the Establishment Committee for a case to be put together, but this fell on votes.


The recommendations were resolved, and the minutes were then carried.

Councillor Smith requested that his following concern is recorded:  Our Standing Orders state that ‘A decision (whether affirmative or negative) of the Council shall not be reversed within six months except either by a special motion, the written notice whereof bears the names of at least five members of the Council; or by a motion moved in pursuance of the report or recommendation of a Committee.’.  He questioned whether, in relation to this case, this means a recommendation to Council to consider the matter again, or a recommendation to Council to approve a new decision on the matter.


Councillors Smith and Mrs Turner requested that their names be recorded as voting against the first recommendation of minute 1994, and Councillor Mrs Turner voted against accepting the complete set of minutes as she is against the resolution in minute 1992 to purchase a laptop and projector.
8432.
QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS ON ITEMS ARISING FROM THIS EVENING’S MEETING

Glenn Rickwood

Asked that the Town Council relays relevant content from the Town Plan to Central Beds when considering the proposed Gypsy and Traveller sites.


The Chairman advised that the Special Council meeting next week is to establish the Council’s views on the proposed sites so that he can take them to the meeting he will be attending on 14th December at Central Beds.  It is hoped that the final shortlist will be available before the Council meeting on the 9th December.


Louden Masterton

Requested confirmation that if no sites for Stotfold are on the final shortlist, will the Special Council meeting on the 9th December be cancelled, and was advised that it would.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 9.20pm

CHAIRMAN
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