MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUILDINGS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT 8.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, SIMPSON CENTRE, STOTFOLD
Committee Members present:

Mrs S Bundock (Chairman)






Mrs A Clarey


B Collier






A Cooper


Mrs M Cooper






S Hayes

Also present:



The Clerk

3065.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs Haslett-Saunders.

3066.
DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.

3067.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.


MATTERS ARISING

3068.
Items for information only (see minute 3359-20/05/09)

Anglian Water has fitted two new water meters for the building, they are working on a refund for past overpayment.

3069.
Consider estimates for financial year 2010/2011 (see minute 3063-21/10/09)

The electrical supply company has been advised that we appear to be receiving metered electricity supply for non-heating electricity.  Mr Seymour has confirmed as such, and a second opinion has been sought (as requested by the electricity company).  The electricity company is now investigating the matter.


It appears that the heating system for the office and Council Chamber is now working, and may have needed time to ‘warm up’.

3070.
CORRESPONDENCE

None received to date.

3071.
QUOTATIONS – RE-PLASTER WALL IN MEMORIAL HALL GENT’S TOILET

Members were asked to consider the following quotations to remove damaged plaster in the damp area in the gent’s toilet in the Memorial Hall, re-plaster and remove all waste ready for decoration (by others):


Stuart Brock Home Improvements

£225


S Worboys Plastering Ltd


£225 plus vat


Resolved that the quotation from Stuart Brock Home Improvements in the sum of £225 be accepted, funds from the Buildings General – Maintenance budget.

3072.
QUOTATIONS – APPLICATION OF DAMP PROOFING BITUMEN PAINT TO BASE OF MEMORIAL HALL EXTERNAL WALLS 


Members were asked to consider the following quotations for applying damp proofing bitumen to the base of the Memorial Hall external walls:


Mr Summerfield



£200


PD Home Works



between £180 and £240 (estimate only)


Stuart Brock Home Improvements

£145


The Council will need to provide the materials, at £15 plus vat per 5 litre tin of bitumen paint.


Resolved that the quotation in the sum of £200 from Mr Summerfield be accepted, and the appropriate number of 5L tins of bitumen are to be purchased at £15 per tin, funds from the Buildings General – Maintenance budget.
3073.
HARD WIRING TESTS – MEMORIAL HALL AND SIMPSON CENTRE

Members were asked to approve Mr Seymour carrying out the hard wiring tests for the Simpson Centre at £470 plus vat and Memorial Hall at £280 plus vat which are now overdue.  The prices have been kept the same as the last time the tests were carried out.


Resolved that the hard wiring tests for the Simpson Centre and Memorial Hall at £470 plus vat and £280 plus vat respectively are carried out by Mr Seymour, with funds from the Buildings General – Maintenance budget.
3074.
REQUEST FOR FREE LETTING OF MEMORIAL HALL

Members were asked to consider a request from Jishin-Kai Shotokan Karate for free use of the rear room of the Memorial Hall during their grading days as an overflow for students to congregate whilst grading is taking place it the main hall.  This will be 4, possibly 5 times a year.  The charge for this room is £8 per hour, and the hirer currently receives a 10% regular user discount.


Resolved that free letting of the rear room of the Memorial Hall is not granted to Jishin-Kai Shotokan Karate, and they are free to hire the room at the usual rate minus their regular user discount, if the room is available.  Should they not wish to hire the rear room, they are free to make use of the kitchen or bar extension which is included in their hire charge for the main hall. 

3075.
REQUEST TO USE MEMORIAL HALL FOR A GENTLEMEN’S EVENING BY ‘LETCHWORTH ORCHID CLUB’

Members were asked to consider a request to hire the Memorial Hall for a Gentlemen’s Evening, and would involve a comedian and three exotic dancers, and would commence around 7.30pm and finish between 10.30 – 11.00pm.  They would run their own bar and have a fish and chip supper.  They have apparently successfully run the event over the last 7 years at Hitchin Town Hall and Weston Village Hall and they would be willing to provide references.  Members were advised that the references have been checked and neither have heard of the Club or named hirer, they then gave the request due consideration.


Resolved that the applicant is thanked for their request and advised that we are not able to accept their booking.

3076.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Members were advised that there has been a recent increase in youngsters congregating at the side of the Memorial Hall, they have been causing a nuisance to neighbours and have been removing the downpipes and the stench pipe from the Memorial Hall.  A plumber has been called on several occasions to make repairs to the stench pipe in particular, but the Clerk advised that a cage is required to protect the pipework.

A request was made for the consideration of reducing the height of the hedge at the front of the Memorial Hall to allow better line of sight through to the grassed areas at the side of the building where the youngsters congregate.  This will go on the January agenda of this Committee however any funds would need to come from the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee budget.


The Clerk has suggested erecting dummy cameras on the Memorial Hall in an attempt to deter vandalism and nuisance behaviour.  This would incur a very small cost.


Mr Summerfield will be asked to erect the Christmas lights in good time.

There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.30pm
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