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STOTFOLD TOWN COUNCIL

A meeting of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee will be held in the Council Chambers at the Simpson Centre on Wednesday 13th January 2010 commencing at 7.15pm
A G E N D A
1.
Apologies.

2.
Disclosures of Members interests on matters contained in this agenda.  Members are reminded that if at any time during the meeting they feel they have an interest in an item being discussed, they should declare it at that point.

3.
Public participation – questions, comments and responses.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only).
5.
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence.

6.
Lighting column – Mowbray Crescent

Further to minute 5706 of 10th September 2008 meeting approving the installation of a double headed lighting column in Mowbray Crescent (footway beyond the wall of no’s 12 to 22), to approve costs for doing so by Central Beds Highway contractors, Amey - £2,742.61 plus vat (from Street Lighting Improvements EMR).
7.
Salt/grit spreader and salt/grit supplies

To approve executive action taken by the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, in purchasing a push-along salt/grit spreader for icy/snowy conditions.  This results in less salt/grit being used as it gives a more direct distribution and would take less time to use than spreading the salt/grit with a shovel.  To also approve executive action in purchasing more salt/grit supplies at £30 plus vat, with more ordered at £50 plus vat (being delivered at the beginning of February).
8.
Budget review

To revisit the budget for the current financial year (please see attached report).

9.
To advise on litter hotspots around the town

Litter hotspots are areas that don’t appear to have been covered by the Central Bedfordshire Authority’s litter picks, and where litter has been accumulating for some time.
10.
To advise on faulty lighting around the town and related issues.

11.
General work to be carried out as advised by Members at this meeting.
12.
Any items for information purposes only.

Kate Elliott-Turner
Town Clerk

7th January 2010
To: 
All Members of the Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee- Cllr Mrs Cooper (Chairman), Mrs Bundock, Mrs Clarey, B Collier, A Cooper, S Hayes, Mrs Hyde, Mrs Lewin, B Saunders & L Stoter.  Other Councillors for information only
CLERK’S REPORT
Recreation Grounds, Public Lands and Lighting Committee
13th January 2010
MATTERS ARISING
Hitchin Road Shared cycle/footway (see minute 5996-9/12/09)
Central Beds Councillor John Street advises that he is chasing an update on the shared cycle/footway on Hitchin Road.

Norton Road roundabout and Hitchin Road underpass site meeting report (see minute 5998-9/12/09)
The work to scrape back the undergrowth and cut back the hedging on the shared cycle/footway on Hitchin Road from the A507 roundabout towards Fairfield Park has been carried out.  The Clerk is seeking confirmation that this will be added to Highways’ regular schedule of works.

Provision of larger skate park (see minute 5999-9/12/09)
Wickstead Leisure, Century Leisure and Ramp Mental are being chased to provide the appropriate site plans showing layout and full costings.

Drainage of Riverside Playing Field car park (see minute 6007-9/12/09)
A survey by Dial-A-Rod is being arranged to establish if any of the drainage pipes in the car park have collapsed.
CORRESPONDENCE
The following items of correspondence can be obtained from the Clerk
-
Fieldwork – December 2009
-
CPRE – Bedfordshire Matters – Winter 2009

Brook Street traffic
We have received correspondence from a resident of Brook Street complaining that Brook Street is being used as a rat run and questioning the usefulness of the Access Only signs, and suggested putting in road humps.  His correspondence was forwarded to Highways and the Police, with the Police responding as follows:

Two Officers from the Police Traffic Management Section visited the location of High Street, Brook Street and Hitchin Road, together with a representative from Amey.  Having stood at both junctions it became clear that the public could legitimately drive along Brook Street for a number of reasons, such as visiting a resident, going to the bakers or posting a letter.  For the Police to detect the offence of failing to conform to the Access Only traffic signs it would require a Police Officer located at either end of Brook Street to stop the motorist.  This would be time consuming and tie up two separate resources, a solution which is not feasible.

The Police have suggested that the Council supports, in liaison with Amey, the implementation of a 20mph limit.  This would serve as a deterrent for the motorist using Brook Street, however it would take engineering of Brook Street such as traffic calming to make the motorist conform to this limit, which would need to be funded.

A second solution could be to revoke the Access Only order and signs and let non-residents freely travel along the length of the road.

The resident has now written to disagree with the response from the Police. 
PAGE  
1

